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said.

The city tried unsuccessfully
to obtain grants for the proj-
ect but then eyed some state
money that could be used that
wasn't spent on the walking
trail looping through the south
end of the city, City Manager
Randy Frazer said.

He explained that Birch
Street will be closed between
First and Second streets, join-
ing the park to the old hospital
property. The splash pad will
be constructed between the
two properties.

The park’s master plan,
unveiled in 2017, envisioned
connecting the park and the
lot. Ideas for that space includ-
ed a new library and event
center, although those plans
were not discussed Tuesday.

The splash pad will be a
water-waste pad, he said,
meaning the water won’t be
recirculated and reused but
will be drained away.

Annual operating costs are
estimated at $5,000 for main-
tenance and about $7,600 for
water.

The water will be activated
by a button to run for a set
amount of time and then shut
off. Frazer said the pad will
also have provisions for the
future addition of play equip-
ment.

“If the funds become avail-
able, we can add some differ-
ent features,” he said.

Playground equipment
Commissioners set a public
hearing for noon Monday at
City Hall to discuss applying
for a $628,728 Community
Development Block Grant
from the state commerce

department to update play-
ground equipment at the
north side of the park.

The full cost is estimated
at $785,910, leaving the city
responsible for $157,182.
Frazer said the VJ Wilkins
fund has pledged $50,000 if
the city gets the CDBG grant.
The rest of the city’s portion is
budgeted.

“Do we have a good shot
at this grant?” Commissioner
Tweedy asked.

Consultant Rose Mary
Saunders, who was at the
Tuesday meeting, respond-
ed that with the splash pad
approved and pickle pall courts
coming to the park, there’s a
good chance.

“I think it will show that the
city is being very proactive to
establish quality of life for their
citizens to enjoy,” she said.

The city failed to get a sim-
ilar grant last year. It incorpo-
rated both the splash pad and
the playground equipment
together, she said.

Xmas Eve holiday

Commissioners also
approved making Christmas
Eve day a holiday for city
employees starting next year.

Human Resource Director
Marla McFarland said city
employees typically work until
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A rendering from the company hired to build a splash pad
at Wilson Park.

noon on that day and are
given the rest of the day off.

Giving them the full day off
would benefit them and their
families, she added. It would
also mirror what county gov-
ernment does.

Water and sewer depart-
ments would still be on call.
Police, fire and EMS would still
work that day.

Purchase amount raised
Commissioners increased
the amount a city manager can
spend on purchases without
commission approval from

$10,000 to $20,000.

Beeson said the $10,000
amount was established long
enough ago that it does not go
that far today.

“A lot of things go over
that $10,000, even if it’s just
$11,000,” he said. “It goes
over a lot now, and then we
have to call special meetings to
get it approved.”

Finance Director Jennifer
Waggoner said a lot of the pur-
chases under consideration are
general maintenance items.

“If it is a contract or a
change order, all change
orders go in front of the com-
mission,” she added.

Costs
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administrative services.

The annual cost per student
for each facility is based on
that building’s expenses, divid-
ed by the number of students
attending.

“When enrollment drops,
the cost per student tends to
increase because those fixed
costs are spread across fewer
students,” he said. “If you look
at the largest enrollment dis-
tricts in Kansas, their cost per
pupil is much lower than the

smallest enrollment districts,
simply due to economy of
scale.”

Bressler said costs at the
high school run higher
because secondary programs
include specialized courses
such as career and technical
education, advanced sciences,
arts and athletics.

The schools also have higher
staffing ratios and additional
facility and equipment needs.

“Many of our shared staff
at the high school and middle
school, music, arts, etc., were
categorized as high school, fur-
ther inflating those numbers,

which is what prompted me to
combine those two buildings
in a single line.”

He said that provides a
more accurate representation
of the cost.

The ratios coming out next
fall will have a much better
picture of the costs per student
for each building, he added.

“We'll more readily see
some opportunities to review
our expenditures and find
some potential cost savings,”

he said.

Medallion
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which used lyrics from “Rock
Around the Clock.”

“I did make a comment to
him about ... if you see a piece
of trash, look inside the piece
of trash,” Kanelokes said with
a laugh. “There have been
years where it was hidden in

some trash.”
KANSAS

@ PBS CHANNEL 8

55 YEARS OF SERIOUSLY GOOD TV

She said they found the
medallion at the opposite end
of the track from where they
started. “So we had to walk
the whole track looking for it.
It was so exciting,”

Skibbe said the medallion
was well hidden under the
rock.

Asked what they planned to
do with the $500 prize, they
both laughed.

“It will probably go to

Arkalalah,” Skibbe said.

“Spend it all on Arkalalah,
yes,” Kanelokes added.

Both both added that a lot of
it would to toward food.

“The chicken noodles,”
Kaneloke said. “That’s always
my go to.”

Skibbe quickly agreed.

“That’s always my first stop
every year,” he said with a

laugh.

kpts.org - 316-838-3090
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Flottman’s kindness and
talent also stood out to his
longtime colleague and
friend, festival contest direc-
tor Karen Deal. She worked
with him since the early
2000s.

“Rex was one of the most
kind and gentle people I
have ever known,” she said.
“He was a great team work-
er — the kind of person who
would do anything for you.”

Deal remembered how
Rex often stepped in to
help her band, Wind, Wood
& Wire, when a member
couldn’t make a perfor-
mance.

“He very gladly stepped
in and did just wonderful,”
she said. “He loved his
music and played several
instruments. Everyone
loved him — he just had a
personality that drew peo-
ple in. It’s hard to replace
him. He’s going to be great-
ly missed.”

One favorite memo-
ry shows Rex as others
remember him — relaxed,
laughing, surrounded by
friends. During the festival,
he often worked alongside
Larry Junker and Richard
Crowson in the Media
Trailer. The three created
a cartoon caption contest
each year, reviewing entries
together and joking late into
the evening.

“To see Rex, Larry, and
Richard sitting around,
reading out the contest
entries and just joking with
each other, was to see Rex
in his element,” Redford
said.

His behind-the-scenes
work often carried deep

meaning, especially in
moments that tested the
community. In 2001, just
days after the 9/11 attacks,
Rex helped rework the
program when many musi-
cians couldn’t travel. His
handwritten notes in that
year’s schedule — crossed-
out names, new lineups,
last-minute changes — tell
the story of a man deter-
mined to make sure the
music didn’t stop. Those
who came to Winfield that
year remember a gather-
ing filled with healing and
unity, something Rex quiet-
ly helped make possible.

The festival office in
downtown Winfield
closed Oct. 15 in honor of
Flottman. Its Facebook post
Oct. 10 announcing his
death brought more than
250 comments mourning
and remembering him.

Rex changed the direction
of my life by asking me to
take pictures for the festi-

File photo
Walnut Valley Festival Media Director Rex Flottman, left,
also was part of the Walnut Valley String Band.

val in 1992, said Debbie
McNinch. “ It wasn't just a
job, it became a part of my
life.”

Festival performer Beppe
Gambetta said Flottman
represented the soul of the
festival community.

“He was also a good pick-
er, | treasure the special
occasions when we got to
pick few notes together with
him and I will always be
grateful to him for the sup-
port he gave to my career,”
Gambetta said.

Next year, Rex’s image
will appear beside Stage
[ — a tradition reserved for
those who have played an
essential role in the festi-
val’s history. It’s a fitting
tribute for someone whose
kindness, energy, and
humor touched everyone
around him.

For those who knew him,
his voice, laughter, and love
for the music will always be
part of the festival’s sound.

Whetstone
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ions. I don’t think it was
good he got shot,” Whetstone
told the CT after he was rein-
stated.

He was reinstated a week
after being suspended and
returned to teaching, but he
resigned his coaching duties.
His co-workers threw a good-
bye party for him last week.

“Due to all the things
that occurred, I did not feel
I could be myself anymore
at USD 470,” he told the CT.
“I am sad that [ will miss a
lot of my daughter’s senior

+ Current military personnel
- Retired military personnel

year, but I had to protect my
mental health. I will miss the
colleagues I worked with over
the last 12 or so years.”

USD 470 district spokes-
person Alisha Call said the

district does not share detail
related to personnel matters
to respect individual privacy.
“We appreciate Mr.
Whetstone’s service and wish
him the best,” she added.

COMPOST FACILITY
West 9th Hill - 320 Broad St., Winfield

Hours: Tues. & Thurs., 12 pm to 6 pm

Saturday, 9 am to 3 pm

Check with the attendant before loading or unloading materials.
Accepted materials: unbagged grass & leaves, brush,
limbs (6” diameter or smaller), other yard waste,

tires 18” or smaller (limit 4)

No lumber, construction debris, or household trash accepted.

Please do not rake loose leaves into street gutters or ditches

FREE
Community
Service by the
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WINFIELD

KANSAS

Questions?
Call 221-5600

Salute To
Veterans

Our annual salute to past
and current military
personnel will be published
in early November.

We'd like to include your
personal stories, family tributes
and military photos —
regardless of when you served.

- Daughters of the American
Revolution

FREE PUBLIC SCREENING
Thursday, November 6

- Families of veterans
- Legion Riders

These Stories Deserve To Be Told

Email your stories and photos by
November 3, 2025 to:
newsl@ctnewsonline.com

- VFW & American Legion
Auxiliary members

We're excited to present a LIVE one-night only screening
preview of the newest PBS Kansas documentary.

Join us at Bethel College, 300 E 27th St, North Newton, KS.
Krehbiel Auditorium'in the Kuyken-Fine Arts Center.

Go to kpts.org to make:a resefrvation.
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" BETHEL Or drop off your information

f 32 COLLEGE at The Cowley CourierTraveler

200 East bth Ave., Arkansas City
For more information, call 620-442-4200
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