
By Katy Duryea
Telescope News

How many licks does it take to get to the 
center of a tootsie pop?

 Good question. One? Two? Three? 
Thanks to Mr. Owl, the world may never 

know. 
 The same can be said that the world 

may never know how much work goes into 
the annual Courtland Fun Day chicken 
dinner fundraiser. The event is held each 
year at the Courtland Fire Department as 
part of Courtland Fun Day. 

“We order the chickens in March,” vol-
unteer Scott Hoard said. “Approximately 
40 cases of chicken. Each one gets split in 
half. That’s about 400 chickens. We pre-
pare to cook 800 meals.”  

Hoard has been a volunteer for the 
annual fundraiser for a while. He said the 
community event has transformed over 
the 
years. 

First 
ques-
tion…
why not 
beef? 

“It 
started 
with 
some 
guys a 
long time ago.  They tried cooking ham-
burgers,” Hoard said. “But it was kind of 
the meal to avoid, because they were like 
hockey pucks. The beef was dry because 
the men had been mostly focused on 
drinking beer. We were just having fun.”

“We had beef for several years, but other 
towns had beef too,” Fun Day Committee 
President Brian Freeman said. “Every-
body wanted us to cook chicken.”

This was not good news for Mr. Chicken. 
“The chicken, a long time ago, used to 

get really burned and dry, because we 
were still just a bunch of guys drinking 
beer and flipping stuff,” Hoard said. “Now 
the younger guys are taking care of watch-
ing the temps and flipping the chicken 
beds. We’re getting more serious.”

Hoard said they started learning to take 
the bird off the grill once the meat reached 

155 degrees and putting the meals in foil 
before boxing and stacking them up to go. 

“When it sits there it gets to 170 de-
grees, and it gets super juicy,” Hoard said. 
“The chicken stays hot. And that’s what 
makes it really good. It’s not dry.” 

Second question….how? 
“We start with 30 bags of charcoal into 

six piles,” Hoard said. “It takes a couple 
hours for the heat of the grill to settle 
down. We have eight racks that we stack 
chicken on. Each rack holds 42-48, I think.  
We always put rights on one side and lefts 
on the other.  They just stack better.” 

Hoard said he watches the fire, because 
it’s very important to add the charcoal at 
the right times.

“We’ve got it down to a science,” he add-
ed. “There are about four, five, six people, 
my wife included.”

“My wife (Brenda) is the only lady down 
there,” Hoard said. “Bless her heart. When 

we got 
mar-
ried, 
this 
was 
some-
thing 
I did. 
She’d 
come 
down 
and 

start helping. And now, she’s probably the 
organizer,” Hoard added. “I’m sorry, but 
a lady is a little better organized than a 
man. So she kind of keeps things going, 
and she’s there to tell us to go easy on the 
Lawry’s.” 

This leads to the third good question… 
What’s the secret spice? 

“Our secret recipe is that we use Law-
ry’s,” Hoard said. “That’s it.” 

Lawry’s Seasoned Salt. A mix of salt, 
sugar, paprika, turmeric, onion, garlic and 
other spices. 

Created in 1938 to enhance the flavor 
of prime rib. Hoard said this is the only 
seasoning sprinkled on the chicken. 

How much work goes into the Courtland 
Fun Day chicken fundraiser? 

Now the world knows. 
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“It started with some guys a long time ago.  They tried 
cooking hamburgers, but it was kind of the meal to 

avoid, because they were like hockey pucks.”

-Scott Hoard
Courtland Fun Day Volunteer

It Takes A Lot Of Charcoal
Thirty bags of charcoal are used to grill 400 chickens served by volunteers at the annual Courtland Fun Day barbecue. In all, 800 chicken halves are served at the popular fundraising event. And the 

secret to making the highly sought after meal...a temperature of 155-degrees and plenty of Lawry Seasoning.
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The Secret Isn’t Much Of A Secret
It’s Chicken, Not Beef Hockey Pucks
At The Courtland Fun Day Fundraiser

More Than 200 Deep
Two lines of people totalling more than 200 gathered to wait for the serving of chicken dinners 

at the annual Fireman’s BBQ fundraiser in Courtland Saturday.
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