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Resurection Resolution

So,whatdowedowithall
of this? Having addressed
the critical claims against
the Christian resurrection
narrative of being legend-
ary, failing to satisfy Ock-
ham’s razor,and question-
ing the trustworthiness of
the resurrection sources,
the next logical step in the
evaluation is to make some
determination as to the
truthfulness of the Chris-
tian account. Generally,
when evaluating histori-
cal claims of past events,
historians methodically
subject the evidence to
particular categories to
determine how truthful
the claim may be. Since
we are here considering
the “historical” claim of
Jesus’s resurrection, we
can also follow this evalu-
ation method.

All told the Christian
resurrection narrative
has a greater explanatory
scope than other possible
explanations because it
accepts all three bedrock
facts and speaks to each
extensively and individu-
ally. The Christian resur-
rection narrative also has
good explanatory power
through its engagement
with the bedrock facts. The
other resurrection theories
that have been presented
trail the Christian narra-
tive in that they require ac-
ceptance of various sorts
of hallucination theories.
Remember, the critic Bart
Ehrman correctly said,
“Either Jesus really ap-
peared to his disciples af-
ter the crucifixion, or they
were seeing things.” All
hallucination theories lack
both explanatory scope
and power. As we have
seen, hallucinations are
rare, very rare in multi-
modalities,and extremely
rare in multiple communal
settings. The question is,
which explanation has
the greater explanatory
power: theories of halluci-
nations or the fact that Je-
sus actually rose from the
dead? The evidence shows
the Christian account of
what happened to Jesus
after He died exceeds all
others.

In addition, historians
also consider the plausi-
bility of a theory; in this
instance, how plausible
is it that Jesus rose from
the dead? This is a tough
category. The question is,
does the Christian resur-
rection narrative align
with a greater degree and
number of accepted truths
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potheses? Issues arise
because the Christian
narrative implies a su-
pernatural Causal Agent.
Even though we are not
directly asking if God
raised Jesus, but simply
if He rose from the dead,
the answer yes implies a
supernatural Cause. And
this is where the elimi-
nation of bias is all but
impossible. Remember,
we are trying to maintain
common ground with Mi-
chael, the Bible skeptic.
But common ground here
is challenging to find. If
we presuppose that there
1s no God, the Christian
resurrection model fails
miserably, while the natu-
ralistic models excel. If
God does exist and He
wanted toraise Jesus from
the dead, the plausibility
of the Christian resurrec-
tion story is exceptionally
high. The only option is
to approach the evidence
from a position of neutral-
ity and to stay on common
ground, just a bit longer,
with Michael: a position
that neither excludes nor
presupposes God as the
Causal Agent of the resur-
rection. Yet, if we do that,
the first thing we come
againstis thatdead people
usually stay dead. Even
so, if we do not exclude
the possibility of God
wanting to raise Jesus,
then the plausibility of
the resurrection theory
goes up.

The power of cumu-
lative case apologetics
should be obvious. That
is why the historical resur-
rection argument is posi-
tioned here in the cumula-
tive case argument after
all other arguments for
the existence of God have
been presented. We have
spent considerable time
presenting arguments that
say, “Yes, God does ex-
ist.” The implication is
that if God does exist, then
the resurrection is highly
probable. If God does not
exist, it is all but impos-
sible. By methodically
building the case for the
existence of God through
the series of arguments we
have already presented,
the resurrection becomes
something much more
plausible, something ex-

tical legend. Addition-
ally, if we go back to the
plausibility of hallucina-
tion theories, we find the
Christian narrative much
more plausible by com-
parison.

Historians also evaluate
aparticular claim’s ad hoc
(“made-up stuff”) nature
when judging if a histori-
cal claim is trustworthy.
While some argue that
since the Christian resur-
rection story ultimately
relies upon a supernatu-
ral Cause, it is more ad
hoc than the naturalistic
theories. However, natu-
ralism generally relies
upon a type of faith rooted

in belief in evolutionary
processes. This faith in
and of itself is metaphysi-
cal and requires many ad
hoc assumptions. Since
the evaluation model is
not only a scorecard of
pass or fail but also de-
pends upon the distance
between competing theo-
ries, it is safe to say that
both naturalistic and su-
pernatural elements in-
herent in both approaches
contain an aspect of ad
hoc assumption; however,
the Christian resurrection
theory not only passes
other theories but does so
to a greater degree.

All told, it can be said

that based upon the rigors
of a good comparative
model and the histori-
cal evidence presented,
we can be assured that
the resurrection of Jesus
“Very Certainly” hap-
pened. That means we
can confidently say that
“the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead is a histori-
cally certain fact.” Based
upon the final results of
the comparative model, I
agree with Ehrman: “Ei-
ther Jesus really appeared
to his disciples after the
crucifixion, or they were
“seeing things.” From
what we have presented
here, it seems certainly

historical that the dis-
ciples were not seeing
things,” but that Jesus
truly, historically, certain-
ly has been raised from
the dead and appeared to
them.

Join us next week as
we draw ever closer to
answering the question,
1s God dead?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
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*PUBLIC NOTICE-

Published in The Goodland Star-News on Friday, May 16, 23 & 30, 2025
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SHERMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
Martha Ann Gunderson, Deceased
Case No. SH-2025-PR-000015

NOTICE OF HEARING AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:

You are notified that on the 12th day of May, 2025, a petition was
filed in

this Court by Thomas M. Sweany, an heir, devisee and legatee,
and executor named in the “Last Will and Testament of Martha A.
Gunderson,” deceased, dated August 15, 2022, requesting the Will
filed with the petition be admitted to probate and record; petitioner
be appointed as executor, without bond; petitioner be granted
Letters Testamentary.

You are required to file your written defenses to the petition on
or before June 17, 2025 at 9:00 A.M. M.T. in the District Court,
Sherman County, Kansas, at which time and place the cause will be
heard. Should you fail to file your written defenses, judgment and
decree will be entered in due course upon the petition.

All creditors are notified to exhibit their demands against the estate
within the latter of four months from the date of first publication
of notice under K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments thereto, or if the
identity of the creditor is known or reasonably ascertainable, 30
days after actual notice was given as provided by law, and if their
demands are not thus exhibited, they shall be forever barred.

Thomas M. Sweany, Petitioner.

Jake D. Kling #26869

Kling Law, PA.

1011 Main Ave- P.O. Box 743 Goodland, KS 67735
Phone: 785-890-6622 jake@klinglaw.net

Attorney for Petitioner
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