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By Karen La Pierre
In the last few years, 

Ellinwood Hospital and 
Clinic has offered out-
reach clinics to meet the 
needs of local patients.

One of those doctors 
is Dr. Lindsay Nordwald, 
OB/GYN, from Hutchin-
son. She was recently 
voted the “Best of the 
Best” from the Hutchin-
son News.

She is in Ellinwood 
every third Thursday.

Nordwald was present 
at the Ellinwood Cham-
ber of Commerce coffee 
last Thursday.

“I love coming here,” 
she said. “I try not to 
miss a month. We’re 
able to do a lot of things 
here.”

She has been coming 
out to Ellinwood for two 
years and said she enjoys 

the experience.
One of her patients 

that was present last 
Friday said how much she 
appreciates not having to 
drive to the bigger city 
and take time off of work.

On the hospital’s 
Facebook page, Nord-
wald does a live talk once 
per month. These top-
ics can be breast health, 
when to take your daugh-
ter to the gynecologist, 
and menopause.

She can see obstetrics 
patients for the first two 
trimesters in Ellinwood. 
After they need to be 
seen more frequently, 
they have to travel to 
Hutchinson. Ultrasounds 
and delivery are done in 
Hutchinson.

By Karen La Pierre
Taking care of a special needs 

child requires knowledge to navigate 
through the system, and the Caregiv-
ers Count support group aims to do 
just that.

“I have been a special needs 
mom for 16 years and navigating 
that is pretty difficult at times,” said 
Briana White, chairperson of the 
group. 

She works for the Children with 
Special Healthcare Needs Program 
and has received questions about 
parent support, trainings and parent-

ing classes.
“That is ultimately what we hope 

to have the group accomplish for 
families to build that relationships 
with one another where they can be 
a mentor,” she said.

After a kickoff event in August, 
the group meets the first Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Great Bend Public Library basement 
meeting room. 

They plan the group to be an 
interactive group where the needs of 
the family and the meetings can be 
aligned. The upcoming meeting will 

have a speaker, Andrea Jacobs, who 
will talk about access to services.

The support group is open to 
any parent, guardian, grandparent 
or foster parent of a special needs 
child.

Every four months, an event will 
be held.

There are no fees. The group 
hopes to do a walk and some fund-
raising in the future.

“We needs families to come 
and participate,” White said. “It’s 
important for our families to work 
together.”
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elliNwoodleader
  Hi Neighbor! to every 
one who has been out en-
during the snow and cold 
temperatures!   Thanks 
to the quick action of the 
city employees the task 
of getting around town 
isn’t near as challenging 
as in other surrounding 
communities. Great job, 
as always!
  Hi Neighbor! to the 
Lions Club members 
as they prepare for the 
Pancake and Sausage 
feed scheduled for Janu-
ary 23. 
  Hi Neighbor! to the 
Rotary Club, they 
have a big task ahead of 
them as they review the 
nominations for the El-
linwood Distinguished 
Citizen of the Year! 
Don’t forget to submit 
your nomination by Feb. 
7th. 

by Jim miSuNaS 
  An investigation is 
underway by the El-
linwood police de-
partment regarding a 
“bomb threat,” called in 
Wednesday morning to 
the Ellinwood District 
Hospital.
  Patients and staff at the 
Ellinwood District Hos-
pital, 611 North Main, 
were evacuated, but 
returned to the building 
about an hour later after 
a thorough search.
  Ellinwood Police Chief 
Art Keffer reports the 
police department has 
processed a subpoena 
from the local telephone 
company  to gather infor-
mation about the caller.
  “There are possible 
subjects we are checking 
on,” Keffer said.
  Keffer said a caller 
phoned the Ellinwood 
District Hospital about 

8:25 a.m. Wednesday in-
dicating a bomb had been 
placed in the building.
  Keffer was assisted in 
the search of the El-
linwood Hospital by 
Barton County Sheriff 
Greg Armstrong, depu-
ties Sharon Wondra and 
Brian Bellendir and Paul 
Leiker of the Ellinwood 
Police Department. 
  “Law enforcement 
responded and we 
searched the building 
until we knew there were 
no bombs,” Keffer said. 
“About a dozen patients 
and staff moved next 
door to the Ellinwood 
Clinic. After it was deter-
mined the building was 
safe, they were allowed 
to return to the hospital.”
  Joyce Schulte, El-
linwood District Hos-
pital administrator, said 

‘Bomb threat’ forces 
hospital to evacuate

Alexa and Alaina Straub, members of the Ellinwood Energizers 4-H 
Club present a holiday cookie tray to Michele Bryant of Farmers Mutual 
Insurance.  The club thanked Farmers Mutual Insurance and other area 
businesses for their support for 4-H throughout the year.

             

  The monthly meeting of 
the Ellinwood Energizers 
4-H Club was held on 
December 5, 2010.  Roll 
Call was “Your Christ-
mas Wish.”
  After discussing all of 
the new and old business, 
the Ellinwood Energizers 
moved on to the Bingo 

Party.
  Each family needed 
to bring snack foods 
or finger foods for this 
meeting.  Each person 
who wanted to play 
Bingo needed to bring 
two prizes.  
  Mr. Dewerff announced 
that he would need vol-

unteers for unloading the 
fruit and meat from our 
fundraiser on December 
7, 2010.  
  Cookie trays were as-
sembled to be distributed 
to area businesses that 
support 4-H throughout 
the year.
Elizabeth Frakes reporter

by mary Jo CuNNiNgham

  Ellinwood’s January 
City Council meeting 
centered on several dis-
cussions. . Income from 
the water department is 
down from $231,000 in 
2010 to $206,000 last 
year.  The fund needs 
to increase $45,000 in 
revenue.  Rates from a 
number of cities were 
examined in a study ses-
sion.  This included base 
rates of $7.63 in Stafford 
to a base of $22 in Rus-
sell.  Several included 
some gallon amount in 
the base price while oth-
ers did not.  Council also 
examined a cross section 
of bills for the months of 
August and December. 
Nothing was decided at 
this time but discussion 
and study will continue 

at the February meeting. 
After an executive ses-
sion it was stated, based 
on the session, they need 
to contact an independent 
construction engineer.  
Cracks are causing some 
concern in the contain-
ment basin and need 
examined. 
  Salary raises were sub-
ject of another discussion 
with no decision made at 
the present time.  A raise 
was not recommended at 
this time until a deci-
sion is made about the 
water rates. Other cities 
were contacted with two 
thirds of them giving 
raises and a quarter to a 
third of them not doing 
so.  This matter may be 
examined later during the 
year.  The city ended the 
year with $61,000 to the 

good due to not having a 
tornado, flood, or storm 
as in previous years. This 
enabled some projects 
such as street sealing.
  Councilman Irlan Full-
bright said he might be 
willing to have a smaller 
raise than having to play 
catch up at a later date 
with a larger amount.  
Bonuses were mentioned 
as well as increases in 
sick leave and how it 
may be administered.  
Administrator Bob Peter 
said “We made the goal 
going into 2010 that we 
could go into the year 
and cut back and end the 
year in the black and we 
made it happen.”  No 
action was taken at this 
meeting on raises. 

Several members of the Ellinwood Lions Club stopped by the Leader 
office to announce their up coming Annual Pancake and Sausage Feed 
to be held Sunday, January 23 at the Ellinwood Grade School. The event 
will be Free Will Offerings with profits going to the eyesight programs, 
scholarships and community projects. Pictured front row l-r, Lonnie 
McCarty, Dave Dixon, and Tom Starns. Back row l-r, Mike Westerman, 
Fred Gunn, and Ken Borror. For more information contact any Lions 
Club member.

Ellinwood Energizers 4-H Club 
thank area businesses

January meeting of the 
Ellinwood City Council

  It is that time again 
when the Ellinwood 
Rotary Club recognizes a 
citizen with our com-
munity as “Distinguished 
Citizen” each year. 
Ellinwood Rotary is 
looking for that special 
person who really exem-
plifies the spirit of El-
linwood. It is time again 
to select someone for this 
award for 2011. 
  Who is eligible? Any-
one of any age or sex, 
and anyone who is gen-
erally considered a “resi-
dent” of Ellinwood, even 

though they might not 
be on an Ellinwood mail 
route or might not have 
an Ellinwood telephone. 
We are looking for that 
person who has support-
ed Ellinwood with their 
time and talents. 
  This year the committee 
has decided to person-
ally invite you to help 
us select a nominee. 
Pleas submit a complete 
biography of your nomi-
nee for consideration to 
the Ellinwood Rotary, 
P.O.Box 23, Ellinwood, 
Kansas 67526, by Febru-

ary 7th. Our committee 
will review the nomi-
nations submitted and 
make a final decision 
by February 12, 2011. 
Thank you for helping 
the Ellinwood Rotary 
Club make this award a 
community event. 
  If you have any questons 
concerning nominations 
for the Distinguished 
Citizen Award please call 
Rosie Joiner, 620-792-
9553. A list of past recipi-
ents may be viewed at the 
Ellinwood Leader, 105 N. 
Main, Ellinwood. 

Nominations sought for Distinguished Citizen

see COUNCIL
page 8

see SCARE
page 8

$1.00

1 Timothy, Chapter 6:11-19

Ellinwood High School will celebrate 2018 Fall Homecoming next week. The Eagle football team will host Sterling 
on Friday, Oct. 5. This year’s King and Queen candidates are, standing, from left: Kody Koetter, Zeb Hughes, Bryce 
Baker, and  Ethan Hayes. Seated: Sarah Hammeke, Jaci Miller, Lauren Petz, and Maddy Ward.                           
                                                                                                                          (photo courtesy of Lesli O’Neill/EHS)
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‘Caregivers Count’ support group started

Ellinwood Hospital 
offers outreach clinics

Traci Hansen, director of Marketing and Business De-
velopment with the Hutchinson Clinic and Dr. Lindsay 
Nordwald, OB/GYN, left, speak about medical services 
offered in Ellinwood at the Ellinwood Chamber of Com-
merce coffee last Thursday.         
                                            (photo by Karen La Pierre)

By MiKe Courson
Being a middle schooler 

has always been tough. Be-
ing a hungry teenager makes 
school even more difficult. 
Former Hoisington High 
School teacher Deanna Clark 
is going above and beyond to 
ease hunger pains in Garden 
City with the Hawks Helping 
Hawks program.

Clark, better known as Miss 
Spears during her three years 
teaching at Hoisington, moved 
west after getting married. She 
now teaches seventh-grade 
English and English as a Sec-
ond Language at Horace Good 
Middle School in Garden City.

With nearly 8,000 students 
spread across 17 schools, USD 
457 is the ninth-largest school 
district in Kansas. It differs 
from some larger districts in 
its diversity. “There are 27 
languages spoken in our school 
district, and many different na-
tionalities,” Clark said. “Being 

such a diverse district, we have 
many families who have come 
from other countries looking 
for a better life. Many of those 
families, as well as our other 

local families, are very low 
income. Hunger is a real issue 
here.”

Hawks Helping Hawks 
came about accidentally. For 

an icebreaker during the first 
week of school, Clark had her 
students introduce themselves 
to one another. One of the 
prompts in the activity was 
for the students to group with 
others who at the same thing 
for breakfast. Out of more 
than 100 of her students, fewer 
than 10 percent said they ate 
breakfast.

Clark took that statistic as a 
call to action. “I’ve had some 
success with the site Donors 
Choose, so I decided to create 
a project for breakfast bars to 
have on hand for my kids,” she 
said. “It was funded almost 
immediately, and I told my 
students that I would always 
have food on hand if they were 
hungry.”

Clark did not stop there. 
She posted about her desire to 
collect other types of nutri-
tious snacks on social media. A 
coworker told Clark to contact 
Anthony Ortiz, a social studies 

teacher at Horace Good. 
“His mentoring class had 

come up with the idea to create 
a ‘Hawk Pantry’ where kids 
would have access to food,” 
Clark said. “We got together 
and the project exploded 
basically overnight. I created 
another Donors Choose project 
for healthy snacks that was 
fully funded in less than 30 
minutes. 

“I have donations coming 
in from friends and family for 
snacks for the kids. I have also 
created a third project for even 
more snacks, which is live on 
their website.”

The response has been 
overwhelming. Not only are 
monetary and snack donations 
flooding in, but other teach-
ers have expressed interest in 
the idea, and media outlets are 
sharing the story.

see Hunger,
page 12

The Hawks Helping Hawks program at Horace Good Middle School in 
Garden City originally brought in breakfast bars for hungry students, 
but the idea continues to expand to other nutritional foods.
                                                                                     (courtesy photo) 

Former Hoisington High teacher making difference in Garden City

Caleb Schultz, Agent 
512 N. Broadway

Larned, KS 67550
620-285-6733

By Karen La Pierre
In the last few years, 

Ellinwood Hospital and 
Clinic has offered out-
reach clinics to meet the 
needs of local patients.

One of those doctors 
is Dr. Lindsay Nordwald, 
OB/GYN, from Hutchin-
son. She was recently 
voted the “Best of the 
Best” from the Hutchin-
son News.

She is in Ellinwood 
every third Thursday.

Nordwald was present 
at the Ellinwood Cham-
ber of Commerce coffee 
last Thursday.

“I love coming here,” 
she said. “I try not to 
miss a month. We’re 
able to do a lot of things 
here.”

She has been coming 
out to Ellinwood for two 
years and said she enjoys 

the experience.
One of her patients 

that was present last 
Friday said how much she 
appreciates not having to 
drive to the bigger city 
and take time off of work.

On the hospital’s 
Facebook page, Nord-
wald does a live talk once 
per month. These top-
ics can be breast health, 
when to take your daugh-
ter to the gynecologist, 
and menopause.

She can see obstetrics 
patients for the first two 
trimesters in Ellinwood. 
After they need to be 
seen more frequently, 
they have to travel to 
Hutchinson. Ultrasounds 
and delivery are done in 
Hutchinson.

By Karen La Pierre
Taking care of a special needs 

child requires knowledge to navigate 
through the system, and the Caregiv-
ers Count support group aims to do 
just that.

“I have been a special needs 
mom for 16 years and navigating 
that is pretty difficult at times,” said 
Briana White, chairperson of the 
group. 

She works for the Children with 
Special Healthcare Needs Program 
and has received questions about 
parent support, trainings and parent-

ing classes.
“That is ultimately what we hope 

to have the group accomplish for 
families to build that relationships 
with one another where they can be 
a mentor,” she said.

After a kickoff event in August, 
the group meets the first Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Great Bend Public Library basement 
meeting room. 

They plan the group to be an 
interactive group where the needs of 
the family and the meetings can be 
aligned. The upcoming meeting will 

have a speaker, Andrea Jacobs, who 
will talk about access to services.

The support group is open to 
any parent, guardian, grandparent 
or foster parent of a special needs 
child.

Every four months, an event will 
be held.

There are no fees. The group 
hopes to do a walk and some fund-
raising in the future.

“We needs families to come 
and participate,” White said. “It’s 
important for our families to work 
together.”
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elliNwoodleader
  Hi Neighbor! to every 
one who has been out en-
during the snow and cold 
temperatures!   Thanks 
to the quick action of the 
city employees the task 
of getting around town 
isn’t near as challenging 
as in other surrounding 
communities. Great job, 
as always!
  Hi Neighbor! to the 
Lions Club members 
as they prepare for the 
Pancake and Sausage 
feed scheduled for Janu-
ary 23. 
  Hi Neighbor! to the 
Rotary Club, they 
have a big task ahead of 
them as they review the 
nominations for the El-
linwood Distinguished 
Citizen of the Year! 
Don’t forget to submit 
your nomination by Feb. 
7th. 

by Jim miSuNaS 
  An investigation is 
underway by the El-
linwood police de-
partment regarding a 
“bomb threat,” called in 
Wednesday morning to 
the Ellinwood District 
Hospital.
  Patients and staff at the 
Ellinwood District Hos-
pital, 611 North Main, 
were evacuated, but 
returned to the building 
about an hour later after 
a thorough search.
  Ellinwood Police Chief 
Art Keffer reports the 
police department has 
processed a subpoena 
from the local telephone 
company  to gather infor-
mation about the caller.
  “There are possible 
subjects we are checking 
on,” Keffer said.
  Keffer said a caller 
phoned the Ellinwood 
District Hospital about 

8:25 a.m. Wednesday in-
dicating a bomb had been 
placed in the building.
  Keffer was assisted in 
the search of the El-
linwood Hospital by 
Barton County Sheriff 
Greg Armstrong, depu-
ties Sharon Wondra and 
Brian Bellendir and Paul 
Leiker of the Ellinwood 
Police Department. 
  “Law enforcement 
responded and we 
searched the building 
until we knew there were 
no bombs,” Keffer said. 
“About a dozen patients 
and staff moved next 
door to the Ellinwood 
Clinic. After it was deter-
mined the building was 
safe, they were allowed 
to return to the hospital.”
  Joyce Schulte, El-
linwood District Hos-
pital administrator, said 

‘Bomb threat’ forces 
hospital to evacuate

Alexa and Alaina Straub, members of the Ellinwood Energizers 4-H 
Club present a holiday cookie tray to Michele Bryant of Farmers Mutual 
Insurance.  The club thanked Farmers Mutual Insurance and other area 
businesses for their support for 4-H throughout the year.

             

  The monthly meeting of 
the Ellinwood Energizers 
4-H Club was held on 
December 5, 2010.  Roll 
Call was “Your Christ-
mas Wish.”
  After discussing all of 
the new and old business, 
the Ellinwood Energizers 
moved on to the Bingo 

Party.
  Each family needed 
to bring snack foods 
or finger foods for this 
meeting.  Each person 
who wanted to play 
Bingo needed to bring 
two prizes.  
  Mr. Dewerff announced 
that he would need vol-

unteers for unloading the 
fruit and meat from our 
fundraiser on December 
7, 2010.  
  Cookie trays were as-
sembled to be distributed 
to area businesses that 
support 4-H throughout 
the year.
Elizabeth Frakes reporter

by mary Jo CuNNiNgham

  Ellinwood’s January 
City Council meeting 
centered on several dis-
cussions. . Income from 
the water department is 
down from $231,000 in 
2010 to $206,000 last 
year.  The fund needs 
to increase $45,000 in 
revenue.  Rates from a 
number of cities were 
examined in a study ses-
sion.  This included base 
rates of $7.63 in Stafford 
to a base of $22 in Rus-
sell.  Several included 
some gallon amount in 
the base price while oth-
ers did not.  Council also 
examined a cross section 
of bills for the months of 
August and December. 
Nothing was decided at 
this time but discussion 
and study will continue 

at the February meeting. 
After an executive ses-
sion it was stated, based 
on the session, they need 
to contact an independent 
construction engineer.  
Cracks are causing some 
concern in the contain-
ment basin and need 
examined. 
  Salary raises were sub-
ject of another discussion 
with no decision made at 
the present time.  A raise 
was not recommended at 
this time until a deci-
sion is made about the 
water rates. Other cities 
were contacted with two 
thirds of them giving 
raises and a quarter to a 
third of them not doing 
so.  This matter may be 
examined later during the 
year.  The city ended the 
year with $61,000 to the 

good due to not having a 
tornado, flood, or storm 
as in previous years. This 
enabled some projects 
such as street sealing.
  Councilman Irlan Full-
bright said he might be 
willing to have a smaller 
raise than having to play 
catch up at a later date 
with a larger amount.  
Bonuses were mentioned 
as well as increases in 
sick leave and how it 
may be administered.  
Administrator Bob Peter 
said “We made the goal 
going into 2010 that we 
could go into the year 
and cut back and end the 
year in the black and we 
made it happen.”  No 
action was taken at this 
meeting on raises. 

Several members of the Ellinwood Lions Club stopped by the Leader 
office to announce their up coming Annual Pancake and Sausage Feed 
to be held Sunday, January 23 at the Ellinwood Grade School. The event 
will be Free Will Offerings with profits going to the eyesight programs, 
scholarships and community projects. Pictured front row l-r, Lonnie 
McCarty, Dave Dixon, and Tom Starns. Back row l-r, Mike Westerman, 
Fred Gunn, and Ken Borror. For more information contact any Lions 
Club member.

Ellinwood Energizers 4-H Club 
thank area businesses

January meeting of the 
Ellinwood City Council

  It is that time again 
when the Ellinwood 
Rotary Club recognizes a 
citizen with our com-
munity as “Distinguished 
Citizen” each year. 
Ellinwood Rotary is 
looking for that special 
person who really exem-
plifies the spirit of El-
linwood. It is time again 
to select someone for this 
award for 2011. 
  Who is eligible? Any-
one of any age or sex, 
and anyone who is gen-
erally considered a “resi-
dent” of Ellinwood, even 

though they might not 
be on an Ellinwood mail 
route or might not have 
an Ellinwood telephone. 
We are looking for that 
person who has support-
ed Ellinwood with their 
time and talents. 
  This year the committee 
has decided to person-
ally invite you to help 
us select a nominee. 
Pleas submit a complete 
biography of your nomi-
nee for consideration to 
the Ellinwood Rotary, 
P.O.Box 23, Ellinwood, 
Kansas 67526, by Febru-

ary 7th. Our committee 
will review the nomi-
nations submitted and 
make a final decision 
by February 12, 2011. 
Thank you for helping 
the Ellinwood Rotary 
Club make this award a 
community event. 
  If you have any questons 
concerning nominations 
for the Distinguished 
Citizen Award please call 
Rosie Joiner, 620-792-
9553. A list of past recipi-
ents may be viewed at the 
Ellinwood Leader, 105 N. 
Main, Ellinwood. 

Nominations sought for Distinguished Citizen

see COUNCIL
page 8

see SCARE
page 8

$1.00

1 Timothy, Chapter 6:11-19

Ellinwood High School will celebrate 2018 Fall Homecoming next week. The Eagle football team will host Sterling 
on Friday, Oct. 5. This year’s King and Queen candidates are, standing, from left: Kody Koetter, Zeb Hughes, Bryce 
Baker, and  Ethan Hayes. Seated: Sarah Hammeke, Jaci Miller, Lauren Petz, and Maddy Ward.                           
                                                                                                                          (photo courtesy of Lesli O’Neill/EHS)

1-620-793-4208
1-800-937-3030

Heating, Plumbing and Air Conditioning Repairs on ALL Brands

see Clinics,
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Lady Eagles go
4-0 on Senior Night

Special section
inside!

Homecoming 2018
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‘Caregivers Count’ support group started

Ellinwood Hospital 
offers outreach clinics

Traci Hansen, director of Marketing and Business De-
velopment with the Hutchinson Clinic and Dr. Lindsay 
Nordwald, OB/GYN, left, speak about medical services 
offered in Ellinwood at the Ellinwood Chamber of Com-
merce coffee last Thursday.         
                                            (photo by Karen La Pierre)

By MiKe Courson
Being a middle schooler 

has always been tough. Be-
ing a hungry teenager makes 
school even more difficult. 
Former Hoisington High 
School teacher Deanna Clark 
is going above and beyond to 
ease hunger pains in Garden 
City with the Hawks Helping 
Hawks program.

Clark, better known as Miss 
Spears during her three years 
teaching at Hoisington, moved 
west after getting married. She 
now teaches seventh-grade 
English and English as a Sec-
ond Language at Horace Good 
Middle School in Garden City.

With nearly 8,000 students 
spread across 17 schools, USD 
457 is the ninth-largest school 
district in Kansas. It differs 
from some larger districts in 
its diversity. “There are 27 
languages spoken in our school 
district, and many different na-
tionalities,” Clark said. “Being 

such a diverse district, we have 
many families who have come 
from other countries looking 
for a better life. Many of those 
families, as well as our other 

local families, are very low 
income. Hunger is a real issue 
here.”

Hawks Helping Hawks 
came about accidentally. For 

an icebreaker during the first 
week of school, Clark had her 
students introduce themselves 
to one another. One of the 
prompts in the activity was 
for the students to group with 
others who at the same thing 
for breakfast. Out of more 
than 100 of her students, fewer 
than 10 percent said they ate 
breakfast.

Clark took that statistic as a 
call to action. “I’ve had some 
success with the site Donors 
Choose, so I decided to create 
a project for breakfast bars to 
have on hand for my kids,” she 
said. “It was funded almost 
immediately, and I told my 
students that I would always 
have food on hand if they were 
hungry.”

Clark did not stop there. 
She posted about her desire to 
collect other types of nutri-
tious snacks on social media. A 
coworker told Clark to contact 
Anthony Ortiz, a social studies 

teacher at Horace Good. 
“His mentoring class had 

come up with the idea to create 
a ‘Hawk Pantry’ where kids 
would have access to food,” 
Clark said. “We got together 
and the project exploded 
basically overnight. I created 
another Donors Choose project 
for healthy snacks that was 
fully funded in less than 30 
minutes. 

“I have donations coming 
in from friends and family for 
snacks for the kids. I have also 
created a third project for even 
more snacks, which is live on 
their website.”

The response has been 
overwhelming. Not only are 
monetary and snack donations 
flooding in, but other teach-
ers have expressed interest in 
the idea, and media outlets are 
sharing the story.

see Hunger,
page 12

The Hawks Helping Hawks program at Horace Good Middle School in 
Garden City originally brought in breakfast bars for hungry students, 
but the idea continues to expand to other nutritional foods.
                                                                                     (courtesy photo) 

Former Hoisington High teacher making difference in Garden City
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THE TILLER & TOILER’S 
OFFICE HOURS

Mon., Wed., Thur.: 9 AM - 1 PM
Tues. & Fri.: CLOSED

Area Referee Crew Gears 
Up for Another Year

Have Whistles.......Will Travel
By: C. Tabler

	 With	a	combined	117	years	of	officiating	football,	the	Jon	Shaver	
Football	Officiating	Crew	has	enough	experience	that	few	coaches	
question	them.	Maybe	a	fan	or	two	will,	but	the	crew	says	“that	
goes	with	the	territory.”
	 Jon	Shaver	wears	the	white	hat	and	has	38	years	of	experi-
ence.	Mike	Marzolf	is	the	Linesman	(Chains)	and	has	25	years	of	
experience.Mike	Myrick	has	24	years	experience	and	is	the	Line	
Judge.		Steve	Webster	has	16	years	experience	and	is	the	Umpire	
and	Ty	Racette	is	the	Back	Judge	and	has	14	years	experience.		
This	five-man	team	has	been	together	for	15	years,	a	unique	thing	
in	Kansas	football	officiating.	
	 Shaver	and	Racette	reside	in	Larned	and	the	other	three	team	
members	live	in	Great	Bend	so	they	usually	all	travel	together	in	
Shaver’s	van	which	they	have	dubbed	“The	Mystery	Machine.”	
Perhaps	it	is	a	mystery	that	it	keeps	running!
	 The	crew	works	games	from	Central	Kansas	to	the	Colorado	
state	line,	from	Nebraska	to	Oklahoma.	Lots	of	travel	time	lends	
itself	to	lots	of	time	for	discussion.	They’ve	solved	nearly	every		
problem	the	world	presents	on	those	trips	but	most	of	the	time	on	
the	way	to	games	they	talk	football,	go	over	new	state	rules	but	
not	a	lot	of	officiating.	As	the	fivesome	are	all	great	friends,	rides	
home	are	times	for	enjoyment	with	each	other.
	 This	crew	is	known	for	focusing	on	the	mechanics	of	officiating.	
Being	in	the	right	place	at	the	right	time	is	important.	Trust	is	im-
portant	and	that	has	come	from	working	together	these	past	fifteen	
years.	Because	they	have	worked	together	for	so	many	years	they	
don’t	have	to	meet	and	“discuss”	much	following	a	play	or	a	pen-
alty	call.	There	is	a	lot	of	non-verbal	communication	between	this	
veteran	crew,	both	during	and	after	plays.
	 The	Shaver	Crew	is	qualified	for	both	11-Man	and	8-Man	foot-
ball	and	usually	have	both	on	their	schedule	every	year.	The	field	
for	the	two	is	different	and	some	rules	may	change	but	they	move	
from	one	to	the	other	with	skill.
	 Game	officials	are	a	shortage	in	most	of	Kansas	and	crews	like	
the	Shaver	Crew	are	rare	and	greatly	appreciated	by	high	school	
athletic	directors	and	coaches	and,	especially,	by	the	Kansas	State	
High	School	Activities	Association.
	 The	team	regularly	works	games	in	Phillipsburg,	Beloit	and	Scott	
City	which	means	they’ve	got	to	have	their	gear	in	the	van	and	
ready	to	go	by	2:00pm	for	a	2-3	hour	drive	because	they	like	to	be	
at	the	game	site	by	5:30pm	for	a	7:00	kickoff.	They	like	to	take	their	
time	getting	ready	and	they	know	it	relieves	stress	on	athletic	direc-
tors	at	schools,	knowing	that	their	officiating	crew	is	there.	
Following is the 2025 schedule for this veteran officiating crew:
Date  School     Distance Departure Time
9/5		 Minneola	at	Kiowa	Co		 55	miles		 4:15	
9/12		 Halstead	at	Pratt		 60	miles		 4:15	
9/19		 SE	of	Saline	at	Beloit		 120	miles		 3:15	
9/26		 SW	Heights	at	Hoisington		 40	miles		 4:30	
10/3		 TMP	at	Smith	Center		 130	miles		 2:30	
10/10		 Hutch	Trinity	at	Ellinwood		 40	miles		 4:30	
10/17		 Phillipsburg	at	Norton		 150	miles		 2:00	
10/24		 Colby	at	Scott	City		 120	miles		 3:00

By: C. Tabler
	 Tuesday	evening	in	the	
lounge	at	the	Pawnee	County	
Courthouse	the	Pawnee	County	
Joint	Planning	Commission	
held	a	public	hearing	on	the	
applications	for	Conditional	
Use	Permits	(CUP)	for	the	solar	
project	proposed	in	Keysville	
Township.
	 Pawnee	County	Attorney,	
Douglas	McNett,	gave	a	brief	
report	on	the	various	legalities	
of	the	meeting,	the	project	and	
how	it	would	affect	the	County	
from	a	tax	basis.	Following	
that,	Mike	Roth,	represent-
ing	Tenaska	Corporation	of	
Omaha,	Nebraska,		presented	a	
powerpoint	explanation	of	the	
details	of	the	proposed	project	
that	comprised	two	parts	that	
needed	Planning	Commission	
approval.	First,	Kinsley	Solar,	
LLC	for	a	150-megawatt	solar	
photovoltaic	generation	facility	
to	be	constructed	on	the	proper-

ty	and,	secondly,	Kinsley	Stor-
age	Project,	LLC-50-megawatt	
battery	energy	storage	system.
	 Roth	pointed	out	that	the	proj-
ect	would	encompass	approxi-
mately	2,500	acres	in	Keysville	
Township	and	that	the	project,	
if	approved,	would	begin	in	late	
2026	or	early	2027	and	would	
be	operational	by	2028.	It	is	

expected	that	the	solar	farm	
would	last	approximately	35	
years	at	which	time	the	equip-
ment	would	be	removed	and	
land	would	be	returned	to	its	
original	status.	
	 Roth	also	pointed	out	that	
Tenaska	would	be	investing	
about	$290	million	and	that	

Crowd listens to information at Planning Commission 
Meeting.

Joint Planning Commission 
Approves Solar Project

Public Hearing Held Tuesday at Courthouse

By Judi Tabler
	 The	City	Council	met	on	
Monday	evening,	August	4,	at	
the	City	Building.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
	 Interim	Chief	of	Police,	TJ	
Hearn,	and	the	City	took	this	
occasion	to	formally	recognize	
Police	Sergeant	Samuel	Sullivan	
for	his	promotion	to	the	rank	of	
Police	Sergeant,	and	to	commend	
him	for	his	dedication	to	the	City	
of	Larned.		Sullivan	has	been	
a	member	of	the	Larned	Police	
Department	since	February	2022.	
In	2025,	he	was	honored	with	the	
Life	Saving	Award	in	recognition	
of	his	life-saving	response	when	
he	administered	the	Heimlich	
maneuver	to	dislodge	an	obstruc-
tion	in	a	person’s	throat	in	March	
of	2024.	
  
OLD BUSINESS
 a. Welcome Inn.  The director 
from	the	Welcome	Inn	attended	
the	City	Council	Meeting	on	
Monday	evening	to	provide	an	
update	on	the	Welcome	Inn	and	
its	services	to	Larned	and	Paw-
nee	County.
	 In	February,	the	city	voted	to	
waive	the	cost	of	city	utilities	for	
the	Welcome	Inn	for	a	period	of	
six	months.	There	is	no	doubt	
that	the	Welcome	Inn	has	chal-
lenges	as	the	Federal	Govern-
ment	shifts	its	priorities;	commu-
nities	must	step	up	to	strengthen	
local	social	services,	ensuring	
continued	access	to	essential	

care,	nutrition,	and	quality-of-life	
programming.		The	Council	re-
ceived	an	update	on	the	Welcome	
Inn	and	its	services	to	the	county.	
The	Council	expressed	the	im-
portance	of	the	Welcome	Inn	and	
its	contribution	to	the	well-being	
of	the	elderly	in	Pawnee	County.	
The	Council	decided	to	con-
tinue	waiving	the	cost	of	utilities	
through	March	2026,	after	which	
they	will	review	the	waiver.		At	
this	time,	the	Council	also	agreed	
to	continue	to	allocate	the	yearly	
funds,	by	giving	the	Welcome	
Inn	the	rest	of	the	2025	alloca-
tion,	which	amounts	to	$12,000.	
The	motion	was	made	and	sec-
onded	with	the	full	approval	of	
the	Council.
 b. The Christmas Decoration 
Committee addressed the need 
for	electrical	power	to	run	the	

animated	Christmas	light	ground	
displays,	which	will	be	set	up	at	
the	Pawnee	County	Courthouse	
and	the	Veterans	Memorial.	
There	was	discussion	and	ques-
tions	regarding	the	installation.	
The	issue	was	tabled	until	the	
next	meeting,	when	the	Council	
can hear more direction for the 
project.

NEW BUSINESS
 a. Art Show Venue. Dody 
Burke	is	seeking	the	use	of	
the	City	Hall	for	the	2025	Art	
Show”	Larned	Spotlight	on	
Art-Big	Time	Art,	Small	Town	
Glow.”		This	art	show	endeavor	
has	previously	been	held	at	the	
Hillside	location,	but	is	no	longer	
available	since	the	sale	of	the	
property.	She	is	asking	the	City	

City Council August Meeting Covers A Variety of Subjects

Sergeant Samuel Sullivan and Interim Police Chief TJ Hearn

Pictured, left to right: Steve Webster, Ty Racette, Jon Shaver, 
Mike Myrick and Mike Marzolf.


