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If you have a free event that is open to the public, let us know 
before Tuesday, 10 a.m., and it will be added to this column. 
Send to lswyman@hotmail.com or janet@mainstreetmedia.us, 
or call 620-285-3111 (by Monday, 12 noon).
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Advertising, Legals, 

and Articles -
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Trail Talk

FALL YARD CLEAN-UP FALL YARD CLEAN-UP 
& GUTTER CLEANING& GUTTER CLEANING

Call locally Call locally 
620-804-1791620-804-1791

326 W. 14th, Larned • 285-6286

DRIVE THRU

Reed
Pharmacy

Larned
Healthcare Center

1114 W. 11th Larned
· 620-285-6914 ·

“Caring is Our Business”

WELCOME  INN 
MENU

113 W. 4th, Larned · 620-285-3504
The facility is available to rent 
for public meetings or parties. 

Please call 620-285-3504

MONDAY
Tator Tot 
 Casserole
Peas
Dinner Roll
Mixed Fruit

WEDNESDAY
Spaghetti &
 Meat Sauce
5-Way Vegetables
Vanilla Pudding
Garlic Bread

We  have  home-bound  meals  for  
those unable  to  get  out

December 1 - 5

FRIDAY
Unstuffed Cabbage Roll
Mixed Vegetables
Cake w/Frosting
Dinner Roll

TUESDAY
Pork Loin
 w/Potatoes, 
 Celery, Carrots 
 & Onion
Cinnamon Apple
 Slices
Dinner Roll

THURSDAY
Breakfast Bowl - 
 Egg, Sausage, 
 Diced Potato, Cheese
Fruit Cocktail
Blueberry Muffin

117 W. 6th Street - Larned
620-285-6011

Saturday, November 29
Shop Small Business Saturday

Lighting the Garfield Gazebo and visit Santa. 
Hot chocolate & cookies, 6:00 p.m., Highway 
56, Garfield

Monday, December 1
Salvation Army fund drive runs through Decem-
ber 20. Watch for Red Kettles and Bell Ringers
Questions contact 620-285-3449 or a church 
pastor

Thursday, December 4
Farmers Bank & Trust Coffee Hour, 9:30 – 10:30 
a.m., 102 West 6th St

Friday, December 5
Coffee and Donut Hour at the Burdett Seniors 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m., sponsored by Valley Com-
munity Church

Red Cross Blood Drive, 12:00 to 6:00 p.m., 
Sacred Heart Parish Center. Walk-ins welcome

Friday, December 5
Saturday, December 6

Orphan Grain Train Indoor Garage Sale, Friday 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m.; Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. 501 Broadway  (South door)

Saturday, December 6
Craft at the Library, Jordaan Memorial Library
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Kids come build orna-
ments or gingerbread houses. 724 Broadway

Christmas 8th Year Craft Fair, free admission, 
Saturday, December 6, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Pawnee County Courthouse, first floor, 715 
Broadway, Larned. Featuring unique handcrafted 
items from local crafters and homemade holiday 
treats

Rozel Fire Department Annual Taco Lunch 
Fundraise, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Rozel Com-
munity Building 

Kiddy Day, Chamber Ambassadors present 
“Polar Express”, 2:00 p.m., State Theatre

“O Holy Night” 105th Annual Christmas Parade
Downtown Larned, 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 9
Larned Music Club’s Annual Caroling at Country 
Living will start promptly at 6:00 pm. Friends 
are welcome to join us! Business meeting and 
refreshments follow at the Jordaan Room.

Things You Did Not Know 
(But Now You Do)

By Judi Tabler
Rabbits hop and horses gallop, but what do deer and 
gazelles do? They “pronk” — a term borrowed from the 
Afrikaans language, in which it means “to show off.” 
Pronking is when a deer, gazelle, or other quadruped 
jumps into the air with straight legs and an arched back.

Wyoming, the 44th state, is the largest state by land area 
in the continental United States, with almost 97,813 
square miles. Alaska, our 49th state,  is six times larger 
than Wyoming; however, it is over 570,641 square miles

Jimmy Carter, in addition to being the longest-living 
U.S. President, was also the first U.S. President born in 
a hospital. He was born on October 1, 1924, in Plains, 
Georgia, and his mother, a nurse, worked at the hospi-
tal, where an available room happened to be available 
that night.

Montana has about three times as many cows as it has 
people.

Spend too much on drinks when you eat out? A small 
town in Italy actually has a fountain that serves free wine.

Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter were married, the longest 
of any first couple....77 years.

WORD OF THE WEEK
By Judi Tabler

Playwright Noun: 
A person who writes plays.
	 Famous playwrights such as William Shakespeare 
are best known for doing just that: writing plays. So 
why, then, isn’t it spelled “playwrite”? The use of 
“wright” is no accident — it’s been spelled this way 
since the term was coined in Middle English. It refers 
to “a worker skilled in the manufacture, especially of 
wooden objects,” such as a “shipwright.”
	 In Middle English, “wright” also meant “builder” 
or “architect,” not just a woodworker. It comes from 
the Old English wyrhta or wryhta, meaning “worker” 
or “maker.” So, a playwright is literally a builder of 
plays. The term emphasizes the craftsmanship, not just 
the act of writing.

Fluorescent Adjective: 
Bright and glowing as a result of fluorescence; very 
bright in color.
	 “Fluorescent” is an adjective describing something 
that emits light brightly, such as the fluorescent lights 
in a shopping mall. It derives from the noun “fluores-
cence,” coined in the 19th century by physicist Sir 
George G. Stokes, who first observed the glowing 
phenomenon in the mineral fluorite.
	 While a more common English spelling pattern would 
pair the vowels as “ou” instead of “uo,” the mineral, 
sometimes called “fluorspar,” was named after the 
Latin fluor, meaning “a flow,” from fluere, meaning 
“to flow.”

Kyle Grant Speaks to Garden Club
	 The Larned Garden Club met on Friday, Novem-
ber 21, at the Jordaan Club Room.  Kyle Grant, the 
Agricultural and Natural Resources Agent for Pawnee 
County, gave an informative talk on the 4-H program 
and the upcoming events for cattle ranchers and grain 
producers in the county.  There was a discussion on the 
maintenance of the Rose Garden and a future fundrais-
ing activity.  Barbara Earegood held a raffle to provide 
some of her craft work to members.  Funds were 
collected for dues and for the luncheon on December 
5.  The hostesses were Dr. Christina Frick and Karen 
Frick.  The January meeting will be at the Jordaan 
Room on January 23 at 2:00 pm.  Anyone interested in 
Garden Club activities is welcome to attend.  
Sandy Haun, Reporter

Celebrate “Christmas on 
the Prairie” at the 

Santa Fe Trail Center!
By Katie Norman, Executive Director

	 The holiday season is just around the corner, and 
the Santa Fe Trail Center is excited to kick off one 
of our favorite traditions—Christmas on the Prairie, 
happening December 13–24! This year’s celebration 
is shaping up to be our most engaging yet, filled with 
hands-on fun, festive creativity, and a warm holiday 
atmosphere for visitors of all ages. (Please note: the 
museum will close early on December 24.)
	 Beginning December 13, guests can look forward 
to a new activity every single day. From classic Christ-
mas crafts to cookie decorating, simple make-and-take 
projects, and cheerful surprises sprinkled throughout, 
each visit offers something different. Whether you’re 
stopping by with family, bringing out-of-town guests, 
or making the Trail Center part of your holiday tradi-
tion, you’ll find plenty of reasons to come back more 
than once.
	 We’ll be releasing our full activity schedule soon, so 
be sure to follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Tik-
Tok to keep up with daily features and announcements.
	 Admission to Christmas on the Prairie activities 
is free for all current members. For non-members, 
participation is just $5 per day. Not a member yet? If 
you join now for 2026, you’re welcome to enjoy all 
Christmas on the Prairie activities as part of your new 
membership—our gift to you!
	 We’re also looking for a few cheerful, community-
minded volunteers to help make the event run smooth-
ly. If you’d like to assist with half-day shifts—whether 
helping with activities or supporting at the admissions 
desk and Trail Shop—we’d love to have you join our 
holiday team.
	 Make plans to celebrate the season with us. Christ-
mas on the Prairie is the perfect way to experience a 
little magic, a little history, and a whole lot of festive 
fun right here in Pawnee County.

DID YOU KNOW........That the first Thanksgiving 
celebrated at Fort Larned was in 1859? The fledg-
ling fort had a small military force and celebrated 
with time out from their duties as the United States 
was edging closer to civil war.

DID YOU KNOW .......
That for many years, in 
Larned, Thanksgiving 
evening was celebrat-
ed with The Firemen’s 
Ball? A dance band 
serenaded those in 
attendance as they 
were dancing the eve-
ning away, dressed in 
formal attire. The Ball 
was held at the Larned 
City Auditorium. Many 
would slip across the 
alley to purchase “adult 
beverages” which were 
not available at the 
Auditorium!

Dad Jokes for Thanksgiving
Q. What did the mother turkey say to her naughty son?
	 A. If your father could see you now, he’d turn over in 
his grave!
Q. What sound does a limping turkey make?
	 A. “Wobble, wobble!”
Q. If the first Pilgrims were alive today, what would they 
be known for?
	 A: Their age.
Q: What do you get when you cross a turkey with a 
centipede?
	 A: Drumsticks for everyone on Thanksgiving!
Q. What do you get when you cross a turkey with a ghost?
	 A. A poultrygeist!
Q. Why didn’t the Thanksgiving turkey want dessert?
	 A. Because he was stuffed!
Q. Who is never hungry at Christmas?
	 A. The turkey — he’s always stuffed.
Q. Why didn’t the Thanksgiving turkey want dessert?
	 A. Because he was stuffed!
Q. How does a turkey drink wine?
	 A. From a gobble-let.
Q. Why didn’t the Thanksgiving turkey play in the 
marching band?
	 A. Because someone had taken his drumsticks.
Q. What are turkeys thankful for on Thanksgiving?
	 A. Vegetarians.
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Frankly speaking
by Frank W. Mercer

THE DIFFERENCE
Roberto sent this

illustration of the differ-
ence between men and
women and it’s a doozy.

A guy named Roger is
attracted to a woman
named Elaine. They’ve
been seeing each other
for a while and one
evening driving home, a
thought occurs to Elaine.
"Do you realize, we've
been seeing each other
for exactly six months?"

There is silence in the
car. To Elaine, it seems
like a very loud silence. 

She thinks to herself:
“Geez, I wonder if it
bothers him that I said
that. Maybe he's been
feeling confined by our
relationship; maybe he
thinks I'm trying to push
him into some kind of
obligation.”

Roger is thinking:
“Gosh. Six months.”

And Elaine is think-
ing: I'm not so sure I
want this kind of rela-
tionship, either.
Sometimes I wish I had a
little more space, so I'd
have time to think about
whether I really want... I
mean, where are we
going? Are we heading
toward marriage? Toward
children?  Am I ready for
that level of commit-
ment? Do I really even
know this person?

And Roger is think-
ing: “...so that means it
was... February when we
started going out, which
means... Whoa! I am way
overdue for an oil
change.”

Elaine is thinking:
“He's upset. I can see it
on his face. Maybe I'm
reading this completely
wrong. Maybe he wants
more from our relation-
ship; maybe he has
sensed - even before I
did that I was feeling
some reservations.”

And Roger is think-
ing: “I'm gonna have
them look at the trans-
mission again. I don't
care what they say, it's
still not shifting right.”

And Elaine is think-
ing: He's angry. And I
don't blame him. Maybe
I'm just too idealistic,
waiting for a knight to
come riding up on his
white horse, when I'm
sitting right next to a
perfectly good person. A
person who is in pain
because of my self-cen-
tered, romantic fantasy.

"Roger," Elaine says.

"What?" says Roger,
startled.

"Please don't torture
yourself like this," she
says, her eyes beginning
to brim with tears.
"Maybe I should never
have..." (She breaks
down, sobbing.)

"What?" says Roger.
"I'm such a fool,"

Elaine sobs. "I mean, it's
silly. There's no knight,
and there's no horse."

"There's no horse?"
says Roger.

"You think I'm a fool,
don't you?" Elaine says.

"No!" says Roger,
glad to finally know the
correct answer.

"It's just that ... it's
that I... I need some
time," Elaine says.

(There is a pause
while Roger tries to
come up with a safe
response.) "Yes," he
says.

(Elaine, deeply
moved, touches his
hand.)  "Thank you,
Roger," she says."

"Thank you," says
Roger.

Then he takes her
home, and she lies on her
bed, a conflicted, tor-
tured soul, and weeps
until dawn.

Roger goes back to
his place, opens a bag of
Doritos, and turns on the
TV. A tiny voice in the
far recesses of his mind
tells him that maybe
something major was
going on back there in
the car.

The next day, Elaine
calls her closest friend,
and they talk about this
situation for six straight
hours in painstaking
detail.

They continue to dis-
cuss the subject, off and
on, for weeks, never
reaching any conclu-
sions.

Meanwhile, Roger,
while playing racquetball
one day with a mutual
friend of his and
Elaine's, pauses and says:
"Norm, did Elaine ever
own a horse?"
EASTER BLESSING
Here’s a good one you

may have missed.
Pathway Church in

Wichita paid off the
medical debt of hundreds
of people on Easter
Sunday.

The total came to $2.2
million.

A FOOT RACE
Mike over on the

Missouri River shared

this fast moving tale.
Two gas company

employees, one young
and the other older, were
making a house call.

As they were checking
the meter of the house,
the younger man says to
the older man,”Geez,
you’re old!”

“Yeah, that may be,”
replied the older man,
“But I’ll bet I can still
outrun you!”

“Well, let’s just see
about that,” says the
younger man, “Race you
to the end of the alley!”

“Okay. You’re on!”
says the older man.

With that, they started
running full speed down
the alley.

Just as they were
reaching the end of the
alley, they heard some-
thing behind them.
Turning, they saw a little
old woman, well into her
80’s, running right
behind them!

They both skidded to
a stop and asked her
what in the world was
wrong.

Trying to catch her
breath, the woman said,
“Well, I was looking out
my kitchen window and
all of a sudden I saw you
two take off running so I
figured I’d better get the
heck out of there, too!”

MAKE A WISH
Here’s a good one

from over Norborne way.
A sixty year old cou-

ple were celebrating their
40th wedding anniver-
sary by taking a walk in
the park.  

Down the trail sud-
denly a genie appeared
and asked the wife if she
would like to make a
wish.  "Why yes" she
replied.

“I always wanted to
travel around the world.” 

Instantly she was
given a handful of plane
tickets and a helicopter
came and picked her up
to start her journey.  

The genie then asked
the husband if he would
like a wish.

"Yeah," he said,  “I'd
like a wife thirty years
younger than me.”

Poof, he was instantly
ninety years old. 
LET US HEAR FROM

YOU
Submit your observa-

tions or jokes to:
word@mainstreetmedia.u
s or mail them to this pub-
lication.
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Sometimes it’s hard to tell when
President Donald Trump is serious and
when he’s just trolling Democrats.

Like a couple of weeks ago when all
the talk was about sending illegal immi-
grants claiming asylum to sanctuary
cities.

A story had popped up in the
Washington Post saying the administra-
tion considered such an option.

Buried in the story was an administra-
tion official who said that it wasn’t an
actual plan, just an idea that got brought
up and quickly shot down.

Yet, after the media spent most of that
morning saying just the thought was terri-
ble, the President came out and said it
was a good idea and they were going for-
ward with it.

“Due to the fact that Democrats are
unwilling to change our very dangerous
immigration laws, we are indeed, as
reported, giving strong considerations to
placing Illegal Immigrants in Sanctuary
Cities only...The Radical Left always
seems to have an Open Borders, Open
Arms policy – so this should make them
very happy!”

So, just a spit-ball idea that was shot
down, or an actual plan, or maybe a mix-
ture of both?  Whatever, it accomplished
just what the President wanted, which
was to get the sanctuary city folks on
record.

And they were not happy.
The reaction was absolutely stunning

and more than a little confusing.
Nancy Polosi’s spokeswoman said it

was “despicable.”
Presidential hopeful Julian Castro said,

“The cruelty of this administration never
seems to end.”

Congressman Bernie Thompson said
the move was “wantonly inflicting cruel-
ty.”

That reaction is puzzling to say the
least.  Right now people who cross the
border and claim asylum can only be held
for a short time by law.

For children it’s 20 days.  After all the
uproar about separating families that
means kids and anyone with them get cut
loose after that amount of time and told to
return for a hearing. Few bother to do so.

According to one report, ICE can hold

50,000 people, but there are 800,000
pending cases.  That number rises every
day.

With nowhere to keep these asylum
seekers, they are turned loose in the clos-
est city, many of which are now over-
flowing.  The released immigrants are left
to fend for themselves and the left doesn’t
see that as cruel or inhumane.

However, the suggestion that they  be
taken to towns and states that profess to
want to help illegals through sanctuary
policies was shouted down as monster-
ous.

This is a classic case of “not in my
back yard” syndrome.

You’ve seen it before.  For example,
protecting the rights of the homeless to
live on the streets.  Right up until an
encampment pops up near a toney neigh-
borhood.  Then suddenly it’s a problem.

Even if this was only a threat on the
President’s part, it put the open
borders/sanctuary folks in a tough spot.

Their position has been that there is no
emergency on the border.  They’ll stick to
that talking point as long their school sys-
tem, hospital or social safety not is the
one being over-burdened.

When it looked like there was even a
chance the problem was coming to their
back yard, a cry for sensible reform sud-
denly started appearing.

Outspoken Trump critic, the singer and
actress Cher, tweeted on the topic.  She
asked how, with more than 50,000 citi-
zens on the streets living below the
poverty line and hungry, could Los
Angles take care of more?

That’s what many of us have been ask-
ing about for the entire country.

Which brings us back to the outraged
reaction.  Is taking asylum seekers to
areas that offer sanctuary really “cruel” or
“inhumane”?

It would seem the real cruelty is adopt-
ing policies encouraging people to travel
thousands of dangerous miles so they can
disappear to the shadows after being
released.

Luring people to a life with no hope of
citizenship, constantly looking over their
shoulder fearing deportation while work-
ing off the books for low pay seems at
least equally cruel.

Got them talking

Mom: After you take the 
turkey out of the oven, how 
long do you let it rest?
Dad: Well, it depends on 
how tired it is.
Q. What smells the best at a 
Thanksgiving dinner?
	 A. Your nose.
My family told me to stop 
telling Thanksgiving jokes, 
but I told them I couldn’t 
quit “cold turkey.”


