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still have a potential need
for 80,647 more slots. In
Rice County licensed fa-
cilities have a capacity for
283 children but face a
potential need of 212 addi-
tional slots.

Kuckelman said the
greatest area of need in
Rice County concerns in-
fants and toddlers. She said
for every child care open-
ing in the county, there are
21-30 children who need
that slot. The inability of
the industry to meet child
care demand is indeed the
biggest obstacle to over-
come, but the high cost of
child care and challenges
in the workplace interfere
as well.

Kuckelman said aver-
age daycare costs in Kan-
sas range from $15,071 at
day care centers to as low
as $8,630 for home-based
care. Two-parent house-
holds spend 13.6 percent of
their income on child care
which Kuckelman said is
considered overly burden-
some by the Department
of Health and Human
Services (DHHS).. DHHS
estimates child care costs
should not exceed seven
percent to be effective.

She said in every sur-
vey that CCAKS has done
with those in the work-
force, child care challenges
are reported in the areas of
affordability, the availabil-
ity of child care slots, and

matching up work sched-
ules with child care spots.

She said respondents
within the last month not-
ed having to arrive late to
work and leave work early
as a common significant
challenge. Half of the re-
spondents at one company
said they considered leav-
ing their job due to child
care difficulties and the
majority of all respondents
noted they would utilize
child care services if they
were offered.

Kuckelman said data
indicates lost work produc-
tivity and lost tax revenue
in the United States could
cost the economy as much
as $122 billion per year.
However, U.S. businesses
are possibly losing $23 bil-
lion per year due to the hir-
ing costs incurred when an
employee leaves and lost
revenue due to insufficient
care.

Additionally, the gov-
ernment possibly loses
$21 billion in income and
sales tax because parents
can’t work or work enough
which affects their earn-
ing potential and spending
habits.

Many in the indus-
try are now realizing that
businesses and employers
may need to rethink their
benefit packages to better
meet the child care needs
of current and future em-
ployees. Poyser said fed-

eral and state tax credits
are available to companies
who provide child care as-
sistance for their employ-
ees, however, the credits
have been underutilized in
the past.

John Trowbridge of
AGH CPAs and Advisors
said the credits are not
available to non-profit or-
ganizations but efforts are
being made by legislators
and other interested parties
to find solutions to ease the
strain in the workforce due
to child care issues.

Poyser presented ex-
amples of how Kansas
businesses and organi-
zations have implement-
ed child care benefits in
the workplace. She said
CCAKS does have sur-
veys that can be given to
employees concerning
daycare needs. Once com-
pleted, the surveys are
returned to CCAKS to
be used to help direct the
company in determining
a program that will best
work for them.

CCAKS provided
some results of recent
studies that have shown
that businesses that invest
in child care assistance for
their employees can:

¢ Reduce absenteeism.
On average 45 percent of
parents miss 4.3 days of
work every six months due
to breakdowns in child
care;
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Reinhardt said he will
be reaching out to the
business community on a
regular basis to determine
what needs to be done to
benefit both the district
and the community. Many
kids, he believes, will not
be leaving the county af-
ter they graduate so de-
veloping a relationship
with the business com-
munity will be necessary
to prepare students for the
future as they enter the lo-
cal workforce.

Reinhardt said it will
always be important for
his staff to look for ways
they can be more effec-
tive in the classroom.
He said although there
will always be obstacles
outside of the classroom
that will effect their suc-
cess as teachers, he wants
them to be accountable
for the methods they use
in the classroom.

“They can control the
relationships they build
with their kids, with the

people across the hall.
They can control their in-
structional practices and
the curriculum they use
and the resources avail-
able to them,” he said.
“That’s what we really
want to focus on, help-
ing our teachers become
more impactful with our
kids.”

The Reinhardt’s have
three children. The old-
est, Alexa, teaches fourth
grade at Central Elemen-
tary school.

eAttract  employees.
According to a 2020 sur-
vey, child care is the most
requested employee benefit
by parents but less than 20
percent of working fam-
ilies have access through
their employer;

*Retain employees. In
2017, the turnover rate in
the U.S. was 23.6 percent
and it was estimated that
hiring a new employee cost
up to 2.5 times the employ-
ee’s annual salary;

eImprove culture and
morale. When employees
miss work to care for their
children, their workload
often falls to other employ-
ees, which also takes a toll
on company morale; and,

*Receive tax credits
and deductions. A new tax
credit will save Kansas
employers up to $45,000
on their state income tax
if they provide child care
benefits to employees.

Those interested in
learning more about child
care and the process of
applying for state and fed-
eral credits can visit www.
childcareaware.org.
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HELP WANTED

JOB OPENING:

CITY SUPERINTENDENT

This position involves
the maintenance and re-
pair of City water and
sewer systems, streets,
alleys, and parks. This
person is also responsible
for the maintenance and
repair of equipment used
for the city. This position
requires manual tasks and
operates various heavy

activities for the city.

the City Council.

experience.

67524

equipment and mechanical tools to maintain the water,
sewer systems, streets and parks. This position is respon-
sible for ongoing maintenance, repairs and construction

Work is performed under the general supervision of

The City of Chase offers KPERS, partially paid in-
surance, vacation and sick leave. The wage is based on

Please apply in person 507 Main Street, Chase Ks,

clTy )

Chase

RICE COUNTY CLERK

OPENING

The Rice County Republican Central
Committee is seeking resumes by March
25 for the position of Rice County Clerk.
Those interested in the position can send
a resume and cover letter to: Bob Booth,
PO Box 252, Sterling, KS 67579
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* Birger Sandzen,
Robert Sudlow,
Albert Bloch and
The Prairie Print
Makers

* Paintings and
Prints

SoulisAuctions.com
816.697.3830

KANSAS PRESS CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale

Place your 25-word
classified in the
Kansas Press
Association and 135
more newspapers for
only $300/ week. Find
employees, sell your
home or your car. Call
the Kansas Press
Association @ 785-
271-5304 today!

Misc.

Attention:  VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices!
50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW:
1-866-481-0668

Misc.

We Buy Vintage

Guitar’s! Looking for

1920-1980 Gibson,

Martin, Fender,
Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie
State,  D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And

Gibson Mandolins /
Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote:
1-877-560-1992

Misc.

CASH PAID FOR
HIGH-END MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and

Speedmaster. These
brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-866-481-
0636.

Misc.

GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT
TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free
pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans
find work or start their
own business. Call
24/7: 1-877-560-5087

Misc.
BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little

as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices - No
payments for 18

months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior &
Military ~ Discounts
available. Call: 1-866-
481-0747

Misc.
STOP OVERPAYING
FOR HEALTH

INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a
majority of people
struggle to pay for
health coverage. Let
us show you how
much you can save.
Call Now for a no-obli-
gation quote: 1-888-
519-3376 You will
need to have your zip
code to connect to the
right provider.

Misc
INJDURED IN AN
ACCIDENT? Don’t

Accept the insurance
company’s first offer.
Many injured parties
are entitled to cash
settlements in the

$10,000’s. Get a free

evaluation to see what
your case is really
worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now:
1-888-920-1883

Misc

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER?
STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local
expert provider that
proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free

estimate. Financing
available.
Call 1-877-589-0093

Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when call-

ing!

Misc
WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &

RESTORATION: A
small amount of water

can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our
trusted professionals
do complete repairs to
protect your family and
your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-586-
6688. Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

Misc

NEED NEW
WINDOWS?  Drafty
rooms? Chipped or
damaged frames?
Need outside noise
reduction? New, ener-
gy efficient windows
may be the answer!
Call for a consultation
& FREE quote today.
1-866-766-5558 You
will need to have your
zip code to connect to
the right provider.

of Kansans believe government
should be required to publish
public notices in print and
digital newspapers as a
service to the community
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3%

That discount adds up!
$30,000 project? Save $900
$50,000 project? Save $1,500
$75,000 project? Save $2,250

Even Bigger = Bigger Savings

FORWARD

Sign by April 15 to Save!
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The right of the people to keep
a free & transparent press
is obligatory for us citizens.
Public notices belong in
newspapers!

Polyester Backer Coat
Primer Coat
Pretreatment Layer 1

Protective Metallic Coating

Hundreds of design ideas @ MortonBuildings.com

() ORTON
7BUILDINGS

LOCATIONS ACROSS KANSAS | 800-447-7436

©2024 Morton Buildings, Inc. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses

Leavenworth County resident

N J

Garages | Shops | Man-Sheds
Machine Shops | Ag Buildings

PAN
Si

Quality Structures

KansasPublicNotices.com |4

*2024 Kansas State Study; Conducted by Coda Ventures

Kansas Press
Association

? QualityStructures.com » 800-374-6988

Richmond, KS | Haven, KS




