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NOTICE

of 2022, the city only had
15 days of cash on hand in
the gas system. It’s recom-
mended city operated util-
ities have at least 90 to 120
days of cash on hand. At
the end of 2024, the cash
on hand amounted to 62
days of operating expens-
es.
At the end of 2020 the
city had 125 days of cash
on hand. That reversed as
a result of Winter Storm
Uri in February, 2021,
which caused many cities
including Lyons to borrow
funds to cover the extreme
spikes in gas prices during
that period.

Projecting  operating
projections out to 2029
under the current rate
structure project the sys-
tem will operate at a loss
for each year, with 36 days
of cash on hand project-
ed in at the end of 2029.
Prince said this projection
assumes sales will remain
flat, with increases pro-
jected to increase by three
percent per year.

Prince estimated an
increase of four percent
would be needed to elim-
inated the forecast defi-
cits. He recommended a
rate study be initiated to
determine the proposed
level of increase and how
rates are structured. Cur-
rently, the city has three
rate schedules, one for city
residential customers, one
for commercial customers
in the city, and one for all
rural customers.

He added rate increases
would not have to happen
all at once, but could be
increased over a couple of

years.
In discussing this re-
port, Council member

Sheila Speilman asked if
some sort of “mercy” pro-
vision be included in any
rate structure, citing finan-
cial difficulties many peo-
ple face in paying utility
bills in general, especially
during the winter months.
City Administrator Troy
Houtman said he would
take a look at this.

The issue of fireworks,
long a point of contention,
was brought back to the
Council last night. Specif-
ically, whether the allow-
able dates for discharge
of fireworks should be
increased from the pres-
ent July 4 only with an ex-
ception when it falls on a
Sunday and the following
day is designated as a hol-
iday. Lyons allows sale of
fireworks July 1-4.

Some divergent views
were raised. Council
member Debra Metzger
recently asked constitu-
ents in her district their
views, and most people
had no objections.. On
the other hand, Council
member Angela Evans
expressed concerns about
how the noise impacts
pets and those with Post
Traumatic Stress Disor-
der.

She cited the case of
one veteran she knows
who has to go to his base-
ment and stay there on
July 4, and also having to
sedate his dog. That veter-
an also noted if fireworks
discharge would be ex-
tended he would have to
leave town for those days.

Spielman also brought
up issues about enforce-
ment of current restric-
tions. In the end, it was
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the Council consensus to
leave the current regula-
tions as they are.

This discussion came
as the Kansas Legisla-
ture during the 2025 ses-
sion approved extending
the dates when consum-
er fireworks at seasonal
stands can be sold by nine
days, extending that from
June 20 to July 7. Local-
ly, McPherson County
Commissioners Monday
approved that extension
in their regulations. It also
opens the door for year-
round fireworks sales un-
der certain circumstances.

The Council discussed
issues involving “dump-
ster divers” who have
been getting to local busi-
ness trash dumpsters. Po-
lice Chief Justin Holliday
said he’s heard a number
of complaints about trash
being strewn about after
bags are taken out of them
and opened, often times
searching for thrown out
food. Three businesses in
particular have been hard
hit with this.

Among options dis-
cussed were requiring
businesses to lock those
dumpsters or otherwise
secure them so they could
not be accessed. Holliday
noted one store did try
locking theirs, but locks
were being broken

The Council approved
a $11,970 contract with
Governmental Assistance
Services in Lawrence to
conduct a low and moder-
ate income survey, which
is a necessity to be in a
position to qualify for
Community Development
Block Grant funds for the
Wastewater Treatment
Plant project.

Those grants require
a community to have at
least 51 percent of it’s res-
idents falling in the low to
moderate income classifi-
cation. According to the
2020 Census, Lyons had
an LMI percentage of 41.5
percent. Assistant City
Administrator Tanner
Faust said having a consul-
tant doing this rather than
it being done by city staff
tends to be looked upon
more favorably by state
officials in that it would
be considered to be more
statistically accurate.

The Council adopt-
ed the Kansas Homeland
Security Region G Haz-
ard Mitigation Plan. This
plan involves a number of
counties in south central
Kansas, and looks at what
hazards are present in the
region and in individual
communities. Being part
of this plan is a require-
ment to be eligible for any
number of disaster related
assistance.

The Council approved
the first two portions of a
revised personnel policy
and guidelines. The sec-
tions approved deal with
introductory  statements
and position classification,
which Human Resources
Director Jennifer Wood
presented at the April 7
Council meeting. Wood
reviewed the next section
of the policy, dealing with
recruitment and promo-
tion which saw extensive
revisions.

There was a lengthy
discussion on residen-
cy requirements and re-
sponse times, which led to
a council consensus to ex-
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tend the response time for
all but three city employ-
ees from 15 to 30 minutes.
Under existing policy, the
City Administrator, City
Clerk and Chief of Police
are the only city employ-
ees required to live within
the city limits, and that is
included in a separate or-
dinance.

Among options that
were brought up was the
potential of a policy where
residency  requirements
could be waived on a
case by case basis, which
the Council was willing
to take a look at, given
current factors related to
available housing and sit-
uations where one spouse
works in one city, the oth-
er in another city, and they
live at a midway point.
Action on that portion
will be taken at the May 5
Council meeting.

It accepted the sole
bid from Justin Holliday
for abatement mowing in
2025. The bid calls for a
$190 per hour charge, with
a two hour minimum with
a $170 an hour return fee.
These abatement charges,
if not paid, can be added
to property tax bills as a
special assessment.

The Council approved
an amended lease agree-
ment with Maxwell Avi-
ation for space it used for
aerial spraying operations
at Lyons-Rice County
Airport. This agreement
increases the annual rent
charged from the current
$2,000 to $2,500 for the
remainder of 2025, and
makes it consistent with
what other sprayers using
the Lyons airport pay.

During the public com-
ment portion of the meet-
ing two women addressed
the Council on the pos-
sibility of having a trap,
spay, release policy for fe-
ral animals in the city.

It also approved a proc-
lamation designating May
as Motorcycle and Safety
Awareness Month. At the
conclusion of the meeting
a 20 minute executive ses-
sion was held to discuss
matters of non-elected
personnel.

Storage Unit 118, Mary
Fistler, located at 423 N.
Grand, Lyons KS will be
seized on April 30, 2025
and sold unless paid in full
before. DJ's Storage 620-
257-8430

LEGAL

(Published in the Lyons News
on April 24, 2025)

City of Lyons Resolution : 923
Adopting the Kansas Homeland
Security Region G Hazard
Mitigation Plan

Whereas, City of Lyons, Kansas
recognizes the threat that natural
hazards pose to people and property
within our community; and

Whereas, undertaking hazard miti-
gation actions will reduce the potential
for harm to people and property from
future hazard occurrences; and

Whereas, the U.S. Congress
passed the Disaster Mitigation Act of
2000 (“Disaster Mitigation Act’) em-
phasizing the need for pre-disaster
mitigation of potential hazards;

Whereas, the Disaster Mitigation
Act made available hazard mitigation
grants to state and local governments;
and

Whereas, an adopted Hazard
Mitigation Plan is required as a con-
dition of future funding for mitigation
projects under multiple Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
pre- and post-disaster mitigation grant
programs; and

Whereas, the City of Lyons,
Kansas, fully participated in the FE-
MA-prescribed  mitigation  planning
process to prepare this Multi-Hazard
Mitigation Plan; and

Whereas, the Kansas Division of
Emergency Management and FEMA
Region VI officials have reviewed the
Kansas Homeland Security Region G
Hazard Mitigation Plan, and approved
it contingent upon this official adoption
of the participating governing body;
and

Whereas, the City of Lyons, Kan-
sas, desires to comply with the re-
quirements of the Disaster Mitigation
Act and to augment its emergency
planning efforts by formally adopting
the Kansas Homeland Security Re-
gion G Hazard Mitigation Plan; and

Whereas, adoption by the govern-
ing body of the City of Lyons, Kan-
sas, demonstrates the jurisdictions’
commitment to fulfilling the mitigation
goals and objectives outlined in this
plan, and

Whereas, adoption of this legit-
imizes the plan and authorizes re-
sponsible agencies to carry out their
responsibilities under the plan.

Now, therefore, be it resolved
that the City of Lyons, Kansas, adopts
the Kansas Homeland Security Re-
gion G Hazard Mitigation Plan as an
official plan; and

Be it further resolved, City of Ly-
ons, Kansas, will submit this Adoption
Resolution to the Kansas Division of
Emergency Management and FEMA
Region VII officials to enable the
plan’s final approval.

Date:
ATTEST:
[slJennifer Wood,

Deputy City Clerk
/s/Alicia Hommon, Mayor
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WANTED: 5 Homes in Your

OF OUR

SHOW HOME : : maintenance.
Seoutae® | IMITED TIME OFFER!
CALL NOW!

N 1-888-540-0334
NATIONWIDE BUILDERS

3 Generations of Experience - www.nbcindustries.com

Area That Need Siding and Windows

ALSO
AVAILABLE:
INSULATED

WINDOW!
FINANCING

NEVER PAINT AGAIN >>
Mt. States Western Extreme
Composite Siding, built for
extreme climates with
lifetime durability and zero

30x40x12

w/ Lean-to for
$39,120

Features:
(2) 16x10 Ins. Overhead Doors
(1) Solid Entry Door
(1) 8x30 Open Lean-to
w/ Metal Ceiling
12" Boxed Overhangs, 4’ Wainscot
(Inside Concrete Optional: $7,800)

L~

Abetter choice with more lumber and a higher
grade of lumber used in our standard design.

« Fully Engineered o Pre-Engineered
+ Licensed & Insured

If you want the finest in post-frame structures,
JUST SAY Y.ES.!

TN~
|'YES |

Yoer ENGINEERED STRUCTURES

TOLL FREE 1-844-YES-BARN LOCAL (620] 960-7039
P.0.Box79 Yoder, KS 67585

Custom Sized
Buildings to Fit

Your Needs!
CALL Logan Miller
620-960-8133

Please join us for Happy Retirement in Honor of

DAYLENE LINVILLE
May 1st, 2025 At 9AM -11AM

Peoples Bank Community Room

KANSAS PRESS
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Auction

Saturday, April 26
@11AM Art
Auction Raymers,
Sandzéns, Prairie

Printmakers Regional
and National Artists 224
S. Main, Lindsborg,
KS www.lesterraymer.org

For Sale

Place your 25-word
classified in the Kansas
Press Association and
135 more newspapers
for only $300/ week.
Find employees, sell
your home or your car.
Call the Kansas Press
Association @ 785-271-
5304 today!

Misc.
Attention: VIAGRA and
CIALIS USERS! A

cheaper alternative to
high drugstore prices!
50 Pill Special - Only
$99! 100% guaranteed.
CALL NOW: 1-833-641-
6607

Misc.

We Buy Vintage
Guitar’s! Looking for
1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild,

Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos.
These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-
6990

Misc.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek

Philippe, Heuer,
Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and
Speedmaster. These

brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-833-641-4573.

Misc.
GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT

TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick
up. All 50 States.

Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans
find work or start their
own business. Call 24/7:
1-833-485-0154.

Misc.

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts  available.
Call: 1-866-481-0747

Misc.
STOP OVERPAYING
FOR HEALTH

INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a
majority of people strug-
gle to pay for health cov-
erage. Let us show you
how much you can save.
Call Now for a no-obli-
gation quote: 1-888-
519-3376 You will need
to have your zip code to
connect to the right pro-
vider.

Misc

INJURED IN AN
ACCIDENT? Don't
Accept the insurance

company’s first offer.
Many injured parties are
entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $10,000’s.
Get a free evaluation to
see what your case is
really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now:
1-888-920-1883

Misc

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER?
STORM DAMAGE? You

need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast,
free estimate. Financing
available.

Call 1-833-889-4107
Have zip code of proper-
ty ready when calling!

Misc
WATER DAMAGE
CLEANUP &

RESTORATION: A
small amount of water
can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our
trusted professionals do
complete repairs to pro-
tect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-833-879-1451 Have
zip code of service loca-

tion ready when you
call!
Misc
NEED NEW
WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or

damaged frames? Need
outside noise reduction?
New, energy efficient
windows may be the
answer! Call for a con-
sultation & FREE quote
today. 1-833-880-0052
You will need to have
your zip code to connect
to the right provider.

SALE

ESTATE SALE — LuAnn
van de Oudeweetering,
229 South First, Sterling.
Thurs., May 1, noon-6;
Friday, May 2, noon-6;
Sat. May 3, 9 am.-1. Ev-
erything must go. The Es-
tate Sale Shoppe.

LEGAL

(Published in the Lyons News
on April 24, 2025)

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
WATER/SEWER
INFRASTRUCTURE APPLICATION

The City of Chase will hold a public
hearing on Monday, May 5, 2025, at
6:30 pm in the City Hall Meeting area
located at 507 Main Street, Chase,
Kansas for the purpose of considering
an application to be submitted to the
Kansas Department of Commerce for
Small Cities Community Development
Block Grant funds under the Water/
Sewer Infrastructure category. A
specific application to be discussed
is the construction of sewer system
improvements.

The proposed project will consist
of the following items: General: Mo-
bilization, Clearing & grubbing, Traffic
control, Seeding, Erosion control and
Pre- and Post-Construction photo
documentation. Manhole Rehabil-
itation: 20 EA Raise manhole ring &
cover, 20 EA Reset manhole ring &
cover, 20 EA Replace manhole ring
& cover,384 VF Manhole cementi-
tous lining, 50 EA Manhole bench
repair and 20 EA remove & replace
manhole. Sewer Main Rehabilitation:
221 EA Service tap repair, 1,770 LF
4’ Sanitary sewer service pipe, 33 EA
8" Sanitary sewer point repair (10°),
10 EA 10" Sanitary sewer point repair
(10’), 310 LF 8" sanitary sewer main,
90 LF 10” sanitary sewer main, 1,500
LF 8" Sewer main CIPP/fold & form
liner, 14,900 LF 8" sewer main CIPP/
fold & form, liner, 4,500 LF 10" Sewer
main CIPP/fold & form liner420 SY
Remove & replace surfacing (grav-
el), 770 SY Remove & replace sur-
facing (concrete), 710 CY Flowable
fill and 20,100 LF CCTV sewer main
inspection (post construction). Lift
Station Rehabilitation: 5 EA Structure
replacement, 400 LF Lagoon piping,
1 EA Lift station rehabilitation and 1
LS Remove & replace sprinkler sys-
tem. Lift Station Rehabilitation: 1 LS
Remove & replace existing lift station.

The estimated project cost is
$3,658,840 with a CDBG grant re-
quest for $650,000 of the project cost.
Local funding will be provided by a
loan from the Kansas Department of
Health & Environment State Revolv-
ing Loan Fund program. Other project
proposals introduced at the hearing
will be considered. Oral and written
comments will be recorded and be-
come a part of the City of Chase’s
CDBG Citizen Participation Plan.

Reasonable accommodation will
be made available to persons with dis-
abilities. Request should be submitted
to Kimberly Goodrich, City Clerk, by
Wednesday, April 30, 2025.
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