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Michael W. Lewis - Chairman
Andy Coleman, Vice-Chairman			 
Brian Grilliot, Commissioner			 
Aaron Plunkett, Commissioner	
Nikki Schwerdfeger, Commissioner		
Robert Gale, Jr., Attorney			 
Angie Moser, County Clerk

Chairman Lewis called the Meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
with all Commissioners present.  

AGENDA: Commissioner Schwerdfeger moved to adopt 
the Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Grilliot seconded 
the Motion and it was unanimously approved. 

PRIOR MINUTES:  Commissioner Schwerdfeger moved 
to approve the September 2, 2025 Commissioners’ Meeting 
Minutes as presented.  Commissioner Plunkett seconded the 
Motion and it was unanimously approved. 

Attorney Gale joined the meeting at 8:34 a.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Bryce Barton and Kevin Walter 
with Alluvial Power, introduced themselves and advised 
their Company is pursuing the solar farm in our County and 
they would be available for questions during Steve Phillip’s 
presentation.  Next, Alyese Houston discussed concerns of 
County Road G.  She stated there is no gravel on the road and 
with the berm being left on the side of the road, the water will 
not drain off causing the road to get extremely slick when 
it rains.  Also, Alyese has asked to have stripes painted on 
Road 31.  There has been several instances when she has had 
to go into the ditch to avoid a milk truck that was driving in 
the center of a road on a hill.  The Commissioners advised 
Alyse they are working on a plan for graveling and building 
the crowns in the roads, will have Frank Burns check into 
the cost of painting stripes on Road 31, and will also ask the 
Sheriff’s Office to patrol Road 31 more.

COUNTY BUDGET HEARING:  Commissioner 
Lewis opened the Hamilton County 2025 Budget Hearing 
at 8:46 a.m.  There were no public comments.  At 8:47 
a.m., Commissioner Lewis closed the Budget Hearing.  
Commissioner Lewis moved that the Hamilton County 2026 
budget be approved as published.  Commissioner Coleman 
seconded the Motion and it was unanimously approved.

HAMILTON COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #1 RNR 
HEARING & BUDGET HEARING:  Commissioner 
Lewis opened the Revenue Neutral Rate Hearing for 
Hamilton County Fire District #1 at 8:47 a.m.  There were 
no public comments.  At 8:48 a.m., Commissioner Lewis 
closed Hamilton County Fire District #1 Revenue Neutral 
Rate Hearing.  Commissioner Schwerdfeger moved to 
approve Resolution No. 2025-6 A RESOLUTION OF THE 
HAMILTON COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #1, HAMILTON 
COUNTY, KANSAS, TO LEVY A PROPERTY TAX 
RATE EXCEEDING THE REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE.  
Commissioner Plunkett seconded the Motion.  Commissioner 
Lewis called for a roll call vote with Commissioner 
Schwerdfeger, Commissioner Grilliot, Commissioner 
Plunkett, Commissioner Coleman and Commissioner Lewis 
all voting “aye”.  Motion passed.   Next, Commissioner 
Lewis opened  the Hamilton County Fire District #1 
2026 Budget Hearing at 8:48 a.m.  There were no public 
comments.  At 8:49 a.m., Commissioner Lewis closed the 
Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Grilliot moved that the 
Hamilton County Fire District #1 2026 Budget be approved 
as published.  Commissioner Coleman seconded the Motion 
and it was unanimously approved.

DELINQUENT RURAL TRASH ACCOUNT HEARING: 
Commissioner Lewis opened the Delinquent Rural Trash 
Hearing at 8:50 a.m.  There were no public comments.  
Commissioner Lewis closed the Delinquent Rural Trash 
Hearing at 8:52 a.m.  Commissioner Lewis moved that in 
order to collect the delinquent solid waste accounts,  they be 
placed on the land owner’s property taxes.  Commissioner 
Schwerdfeger seconded the Motion and it was unanimously 
approved.

DISTRICT COURT:  District Court Judge Christopher 
Velez and Griselda Sigala, District Court Clerk, advised 
that the Court’s computers are still running Windows 10 
and will need to be replaced.  In October, Microsoft will not 
provide any support for Windows 10 and the District Court 
will not allow their computers to be on the Court network 
due to the security risk.  Also, the Judge requested eleven 
new chairs for the Court offices and Courtroom, which 
will cost approximately $4,000.00.  There are other capital 
expenditure requests needed and they presented a list of those 
requests.  Commissioner Coleman moved that the County 
will contribute $12,500.00 for the computer and IT upgrades, 
with the remainder of the capital expenditures will be paid 
from the Law Library Fund, Diversion Fund or the District 
Court budget.  Commissioner Plunkett seconded the Motion 
and it was unanimously approved.

STEVE PHILLIPS:  Steve discussed the following:

1)	 The pickle ball court lines need to be repainted 
and he asked Attorney Gale to pay for the painting from the 
Diversion Fund.

2)	 Presented Agreement No. 404-25 and Project 
No. AV-2026-45 between the Secretary of Transportation, 
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), the City of 
Syracuse and Hamilton County for the Airport’s Preservation 
Project to reseal asphalt pavement cracks on the runway in  
2026.  Commissioner Lewis moved to sign and accept the 
Agreement No. 404-25 and Project No. AV-2026-45 between 
the Secretary of Transportation, Kansas Department of 
Transportation (KDOT), the City of Syracuse and Hamilton 
County for the Airport’s Preservation Project to reseal 
asphalt pavement cracks in 2026 on the runway as presented.  


