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NOTICE OF FARMING AND 
GRAZING LEASE SALE TO 

BE HELD
May 14, 2025

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF

THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF

INDIAN AFFAIRS
HORTON AGENCY –
HORTON, KS 66439

INVITATION FOR BIDS un-
der sealed and oral auction 
of the Farming and Grazing 
Lease Sale on Indian trust 
property, conducted by the 
Horton Agency, Bureau of In-
dian Affairs.

SEALED BIDS only for 

farming and grazing leases 
on tracts of land on the Po-
tawatomi Reservation will 
be received in the Office of 
the Superintendent, Horton 
Agency, until 10 A.M. May 
14, 2025 for the Potawatomi 
tracts and 2 P.M. May 14, 
2025 for all other tracts.

For a copy of the advertised 
lease packet, please contact 
the Branch of Realty, Horton 
Agency, Horton, KS at 785-
486-2161 or email Miriam.
Hubbard@bia.gov.

Bids are to be opened for 
the Potawatomi tracts at 10 
A.M. at the Rock Building, 
16283 Q Rd, Mayetta, KS 
and all other tracts at 2 P.M., 
May 14, 2025 at the Horton 
Agency, 908 1st Ave East, 
Horton, KS.
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By Ali Holcomb
An annual report on envi-

ronmental services provided to 
Jackson County residents last 
year through Northeast Kansas 
Environmental Services was 
shared during a recent Jackson 
County Commission meeting. 

NEKES serves Atchison, 
Brown, Doniphan, Jackson and 
Nemaha counties.

Martha Smith, the director 
and environmental health spe-
cialist for NEKES, met with 
the commissioners and pre-
sented the report.

NEKES issued 53 wastewa-
ter permit applications in Jack-
son County last year compared 
to 44 in 2023. 

“We permit all wastewater 
system work done in Jackson 
County,” Smith said. “The 
property owner goes through 
the permitting process. Some 
of those permits are for new 
builds and some of them are for 
failing systems that have to be 
upgraded to standards.”

NEKES also issued 48 fi-
nal use permits for completed 
wastewater systems. 

As part of the county’s plan-
ning and zoning codes, waste-
water systems must be evalu-
ated when a property is sold. 
NEKES completed 34 evalua-
tions last year compared to 39 
in 2023. 

“We go in for lagoon checks 
and make sure there’s a fence 
that’s in good shape and no 
trees growing up and the veg-
etation is down,” Smith said. 
“For septic systems, we have 
the septic tank pumped out and 
check to make sure there’s no 
signs of past or present failure.”

NEKES also completed 13 
well screens and seven consul-

“Nashville Nights” was the theme for this year’s Jackson Heights High School prom, and students could be seen 
enjoying conversations before dinner was served in the decorated gym. After dinner, the tables were cleared out for 
dancing, with Rees Robinson providing the music.	 Photo by Brian Sanders

Title III-C of the Older Ameri-
cans Act are served congregate 
(dine-in) meals at the Jackson 
County Senior Center in Holton 
or are delivered meals at their 
homes, according to Karen Wil-
son, NEKAAA executive direc-
tor.

In Jackson County, 
NEKAAA meal programs serve 
a total of 360 county residents, 
including 116 at the Jackson 
County Senior Center and 244 
who receive home-delivered 
meals. So far, in the agency’s 
current fiscal year — running 
from October 2024 through 
September — a total of 3,001 
congregate meals and 9,845 
home-delivered meals, totaling 
12,846 meals, has been deliv-
ered through the end of Febru-
ary, it was reported.

With those numbers in mind, 
a projected total of 30,830 
meals — 7,202 at the senior 
center and 23,628 home-deliv-
ered meals — is expected to be 
served through fiscal year 2025, 
which is in line with the agen-
cy’s budget of 35,125 meals in 
Jackson County for the year, ac-
cording to agency data.

“We will do a budget revision 
in the next couple of months to 
address any changes,” Wilson 
said.

The projected total of senior 
meals served in fiscal year 2025 

is down from the total number of 
meals served during fiscal year 
2024, when a total of 35,229 
meals were served, including 
8,143 congregate meals and 
27,086 home-delivered meals. 
That year’s total was 104 meals 
more than the 35,125 meals the 
agency had budgeted for during 
that year, it was reported.

Apart from fiscal year 2024 
and the projected total for the 
current fiscal year, the total 
number of meals served has 
remained below the number of 
meals budgeted for during fis-
cal year 2020 and onward. The 
number of meals served has 
also risen each year since 2020, 
except for a minor decline dur-
ing fiscal year 2021 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Senior meal totals in Jackson 
County in previous years in-
cluded:

• 2020 (Oct. 2019-Sept. 
2020): 14,379 congregate meals 
and 13,170 home-delivered 
meals for a total of 27,549 
meals, 1,051 below the 28,600-
meal budget for the year.

• 2021 (Oct. 2020-Sept. 
2021): 12,538 congregate meals 
and 13,372 home-delivered 
meals for a total of 25,910 
meals, 2,690 below the 28,600-
meal budget for the year.

The Northeast Kansas Area 
Agency on Aging is on track to 
serve more than 30,800 senior 
meals in Jackson County during 
the agency’s 2025 fiscal year, 
according to information pro-
vided by the Hiawatha-based 
agency that serves a seven-
county area, including Jackson 
County.

Senior citizens in Jack-
son County and the rest of 
NEKAAA’s service area — in-
cluding Atchison, Brown, Do-
niphan, Marshall, Nemaha and 
Washington counties — who 
qualify for free meals through 

NEKAAA on track to serve more
than 30K meals here this year

tations in the county last year, 
which are similar numbers to 
previous years, it was reported. 

Smith reported just one “nui-
sance” last year and worked 
with the county zoning office 
to address the issue. 

NEKES also provides li-
censing for wastewater system 
installers and wastewater haul-
ers. 

Smith said that she is re-
questing a $10,000 appropria-
tion from the county for the 
2026 budget, which is the same 
budget as the current year and 
previous years. 

Commissioner Mark Pru-
ett asked how Jackson County 
compares to other counties re-
garding the number of permits 
and evaluations.

“You, by far, have the most 
because of your zoning and 
building permit process,” 
Smith said. “You don’t issue 
building permits without a 
wastewater permit.”

She said that most of the oth-
er counties served by NEKES 

don’t have that requirement or 
zoning regulations. 

“A couple of the other coun-
ties have what we consider 
light zoning,” she said. 

Smith said that NEKES of-
ficials are working toward hav-
ing all counties use the same 
standards for their sanitary 
codes. 

In other business, according 
to the approved minutes from 
April 14, the commission:

* Received a weekly report 
from Scott Kieffaber, public 
works director. 

Commissioner Keith Kelly 
reported a stop sign issue at 
214th and Q Roads, and Com-
mission Pruett reported that he 
was told a stop sign was down 
at 254th and P Roads. 

* Met in executive session 
with County Counselor Todd 
Luckman and attorney David 
Cooper for 30 minutes for at-
torney/client privilege to dis-
cuss claims against the county. 
No action was taken back in 
open session. 

* Approved resolution 2025-
11 to change the zoning desig-
nation for a piece of property 
from A-1 (general agriculture 
district) to A-2 (commercial 
agricultural district). The land 
is owned by Chris Gordon and 
is located near Delia. 

* Met with Jackson County 
Appraiser Kate Immenschuh, 
who discussed several zoning 
issues.  

Immenschuh also asked if 
planning board members would 
be reimbursed if they traveled 
to visit a commercial solar site. 
The commissioners said the 
members’ expenses would be 
reimbursed. 

* Met in executive session 
with Luckman and Immen-
schuh for 20 minutes for attor-
ney/client privilege to discuss 
confidential matters regarding 
potential contracts. The meet-
ing was extended 15 minutes 
and then 20 minutes. No action 
was taken back in open session. 

NEKES reports on environmental activities


