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FUEL « CHEAP SMOKES
FRIENDLY SERVICE » Open 24 hours

1346 US Hwy 75 * Powhattan, KS 66527 « (785) 467-5355

Storms hit hard.
We work harder.

Confidence in your crop hail coverage.
will keep you calm before the storm.

Kathy Wheeler

31310 ORD

WETMORE, KS
785.364.7604
kathleen.wheeler@fbfs.com
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TARWATER

Farm & Home

Tarwater Farm & Home has EVERYTHING
you need for Summer at both our locations!

* Farm and Ag Supplies « Fencing «Tools < Hardware
* Clothing e« Footwear -« Stihl Dealer = Seed and Fertilizer
+ Chainsaw Blade Sharpening <+ Small Engine Repair

925 W. SixtH ST1. * HoLtOoN, KS
785-364-2162

4107 NW Toreka BLvp. ®* Toreka, KS
785-286-2390 * 800-894-2390

www.tarwaters.com

Open Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Open Saturday 8 a.m.-4 p.m. » Closed Sunday
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SHINN APPRAISALS, LLC

RAY J. SHINN
785-294-1514
ray@shinnappraisals.com

Certified General Licensed in Kansas and Nebraska.
Over 30 years of experience, specializing in Agricultural and
Commercial Appraisals for real estate to purchase, sell,
divide, finance or in planning your estate.

VISIT US AT SHINNAPPRAISALS.COM

WE FIX IT ALL!

TRUCKS, CARS, TRACTORS
LAWN MOWERS &
FARM EQUIPMENT

OURTNEY'S

4-Wheel
Alignment!
v'Vermeer Hay v Hay BossIn-Line  v'NetWrap & Twine
Equipment Trailers v Baler Belts &
v' Highland Bale v’ Butler Truck Beds Chains
Processors v’ Bradford Truck v’ Hydraulic Hose
v’ Grasshopper Lawn  Beds Repair
Howers v HydrabedBale v Tires
v Used Trucks, Cars Beds v Ranch Hand Grill
&SUvs v’ Iron Star Truck Guards
v PopUp! Hitches Beds
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25649 Springdale Road
McLouth, KS 66054
913-796-6198
www.courtneyslic.com

Ashcraft, Haussler explain budget process

By Brian Sanders

When school districts across
Kansas — and Holton USD 336
is no exception — publish their
proposed budgets for the upcom-
ing school year each year, the
publication of the annual budget
raises questions with taxpayers,
and Holton superintendent Trev-
or Ashcraft said it’s important for
a school district to be able to an-
swer those questions.

That was the reason for a pub-
lic meeting hosted by the Holton
school district last Tuesday, June
17, in which Ashcraft and Holton
Special Education Cooperative
director Amy Haussler summa-
rized for about 15 people present
how the district is funded, how
those funds are used and how the
district is being accountable with
those funds.

“We wanted to give everybody
the opportunity to have access to
this information, if they wanted
it,” Ashcraft told those present at
the meeting, held at Holton Mid-
dle School. “We want to help to
provide some understanding, be-
cause education funding formul-
as are very complex.”

According to information pre-
sented by Ashcraft, 79 percent of
the school district’s funds come
from state sources through a
funding process that includes a
20-mill general fund property
tax levy that is collected by the
state and distributed to districts
according to a per-student for-
mula that is figured by the Kan-
sas Department of Education.

“We’re paying those taxes, but
they’re not coming directly to
the school,” Ashcraft said. “The
state determines the payment
amount that comes back.”

About 14 percent of the
district’s funding comes from a
supplemental general or “local

Holton USD 336 superintendent Trevor Ashcraft (shown above at right) explained the
budgeting process during a special meeting held June 17 at the Holton Middle School
library. Holton Special Education Cooperative director Amy Haussler (at left) was also

present to explain how the process affects the special ed co-op.

option budget” levy that is set at
a percentage of the general fund
levy, ranging from 15 mills to
33 mills. Five percent of school
funds come from the federal
level, and the remaining two per-
cent comes from such sources as
student fees, gifts and grants.

Only the district’s general,
supplemental general and capi-
tal outlay funds are supported
by mill levies, one mill being
$1 of property tax levied against
$1,000 of a property’s assessed
valuation, although Ashcraft
noted that the first $75,000 of
a property’s worth is exempted
from the valuation for the gen-
eral fund, due to a legislative
change in 2024.

The current levied rates for
the district’s funds include 20
mills for the general fund, gener-
ating $1,016,239 locally; 17.19
mills for supplemental general,
generating $1,199,625; and eight
mills — the maximum allow-
able, Ashcraft said — for capital
outlay, generating $558,275.

The district’s levy also in-
cludes 12.11 mills for bond and
interest, generating $845,079 to
pay off the construction costs at
Holton Elementary School. Ash-
craft said the bond for HES is
projected to be paid off in “just a
couple of years.”

Capital outlay funds are
generally used to make major
improvements at district facili-

Change in fireworks sales laws won

By Brian Sanders

hanges signed into law ear-
lier this year regarding Kansas
fireworks sales laws won’t have
an effect in Holton — at least for

this year, it has been reported.
Holton City Manager Teresa
Riley said that the sale of Class
C fireworks — firecrackers, Ro-
man candles, rockets, shells,
fountains, ‘“cakes” and other
small pyrotechnic displays —
in Holton will remain the same
this year as in the past, with fire-
works allowed to be sold and

Foliar feed your...
hungry, growing crops,
pastures and forages.

ect
De“‘;““N {af“‘l
to

Healthy Fields ~ Optimum Yields!
Call 1-800-635-4743

Sure Crop Fertilizers

US Hwy 36 Seneca, KS
ph. 785-336-2121

MARKETS

brought to you by

Bob Schwarz Financial
www.bobschwarzfinancial.com

Registered Investment Adviser Services
offered through Cobler Capital
Management, Silver Lake, KS. Securities
r?j"c’red through OFG Financial Services
ne., member FINRA/SPIC, Topeka, KS.

STOCKS
o Price
n

AT&T 2828 +008
Lumen Tech. 429 +0.05
Lowe’s 22002  +145
Target 9753 +1.00
H(,r‘;ht.y 17212 -1.01
Walmart 98.01 +0.14
Phillips 66 11945 -1.58
US Bancorp 4454 4045
Pfizer 2431 +0.28
Deere & Co. 51396 -0.12
United Parcel 100.63 +0.23
ple 20030  -1.20
eta Platforms 712.20 +13.67
Goodyear 1024 +0.09

Source: New York Stock Exchange
reports. Prices listed at close nf trading
on Tuesday, June 24, 2025.

GRAIN
» Price
Wheat $4.86
Corn $3.82
Milo $3.36
Soybeans $9.75

Souirce: Jackson Farmers Co-Op,

Holton. Prices listed at close (Jf’ trading
on Tuesday, June 24, 2025. Grain buying
hours are from 8:30 am. to 1 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Cash bids subject to
change without notice.

FUEL PRICES
— Curremt Last Mo. Last Year
Kansas Avc.raﬂc
$2.90 +$0.020 -$0.146
National Avera&t.
8 -$0.000 -$0.233
Holton Avera%e

Source: GasBuddy.com. Current prices
listed as of Monday, June 23, 2025.

legally discharged in the city be-
tween Friday, June 27 and Satur-
day, July 5.

On April 8, Kansas Gov. Lau-
ra Kelly signed legislation into
law allowing the sale of Class C
fireworks year-round at “brick
and mortar” fireworks stores and
expanding the sales window for
seasonal retailers, such as volun-
teer and church groups and vet-
erans organizations, to between
June 20 and July 7.

The previous sales window
for all Class C fireworks sales
in Kansas before this year was
between June 27 and July 7,
shorter than in bordering states,
it was reported.

The statewide change in fire-
works sales laws gives cities and

counties the ability to choose a
shorter timeframe for sales and
not allow permanent fireworks
stores, it was reported.
Fireworks may be discharged
in Holton between 8 a.m. and 11
p.m. starting this Friday, June
27, and continuing through Sat-
urday, July 5, with the exception
of Friday, July 4, when fireworks
may be discharged between 8
am. and midnight, according
to city ordinance. The public is
reminded that fireworks are pro-
hibited in any of the city’s parks.
Bottle rockets and M-80s —
firecrackers that contain more
than 50 milligrams of gun-
powder per cracker — are il-
legal in Kansas, as is the sale
or discharge of metal-handled

Photo by Brian Sanders

ties, and Ashcraft noted those
facilities in the Holton district in-
clude its three school buildings,
the district office, the bus barns
and Holton Special Education
Cooperative offices.

The general fund covers day-
to-day operations such as teacher
salaries and classroom expendi-
tures, and funds from the state
are distributed to districts ac-
cording to full-time equivalency
(FTE) populations during any
given year, as well as Base Aid
for Student Excellence (BASE)
funding set by the Kansas Legis-
lature for each fiscal year, which
runs from July 1 to June 30.

Continued to Page 9

t apply here

sparklers and Chinese lanterns,
or “sky lanterns,” in Jackson
County.

Those who discharge fire-
works are also asked to be con-
siderate of neighbors who may
not enjoy the fireworks, as well
as pets that may be frightened by
fireworks barrages to the point
of running off and getting lost.

Pet owners are advised to put
their pets indoors at night, and if
that is not possible, please make
sure animals have proper tags
and identifications in case they
escape due to noise from fire-
works.

For further information, con-
tact Holton City Hall at (785)
364-2721 or the Holton Police
Department at (785) 364-2174.

New structures in county under review

By Ali Holcomb

A total of 828 new structures
were identified from 2021 t0 2024
in the county using EagleView
aerial imagery, it was reported.

During a recent Jackson
County Commission meeting,
Kate Immenschuh, county ap-
praiser, said that the new struc-
tures were identified by the com-
pany between December 2021 to
December 2024.

Of those 828 new structures,
Immenschuh said that several
will likely be “false positives.”

“Some of those structures
might actually be semi-trailers
or campers or something on the
property that has been moved
around,” Immenschuh said. “If
they’re large enough, the imag-
ery will capture those.”

The county issues about 100
building permits per year, so she
estimated that there were about
500 new structures in the past
four years that were built without
a building permit and may need
to be added to the tax roll.

In 2021, the county entered
a six-year contract with Eag-
leView of Bellevue, Wash. for
high-resolution aerial imagery of
properties in the county using an
airplane.

This was done to reduce the
amount of time county employ-
ees would have to spend inspect-

ing properties in person.

County Counselor Todd Luck-
man asked if some of those new
structures were located on the
Prairie Band Potawatomi Reser-
vation. The county does not have
zoning authority on the reserva-
tion and would not require those
property owners to have a build-
ing permit.

“Our office still has to value
those tax-exempt properties re-
gardless of zoning,” she said.
“We still have to appraise them
to the best of our ability.”

Immenschuh said she spoke
with a representative from the
tribal zoning office, who said
she would get her a list of new
building permits issued through
the tribe.

Cities also have their own
zoning regulations and new
structures added within city lim-
its would be subject to city zon-
ing regulations.

Immenschuh met with the
commissioners again last week
and told them that there were
499 properties built in the last
three years without a building
permit.

She and her staff have inves-
tigated 39 of the noncompliant
properties, so far, utilizing other
aerial imagery, such as Google
Earth Pro.

They are trying to determine

when the structures were built
between 2021 and 2024 and if
they have proper setbacks.

“We have 460 left to review,”
she said. “It’s going to take some
time.”

The commissioners and Im-
menschuh are still discussing
how to address noncompliant
landowners and if they should be
required to pay back taxes.

Immenschuh was asked to
reach out to neighboring coun-
ties to determine their policies.

In other business, according to
the approved minutes from June
9, the commission:

* Approved the purchase of
copier paper for Courthouse of-
fices from Quill of Lincolnshire,
Il. at a total cost of $1,894.60.

* Received a weekly report
from Scott Kieffaber, public
works director.

Kieffaber said he reached
out to city of Holton employees
about relocating several power
poles in the Deer Run subdivi-
sion so the road can be rebuilt.
The city employees told him
they would be ready to help with
the project in about a week.

He also called Bright Speed
and Giant about moving some of
their service lines for the project,
but he hasn’t heard back.
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With a WaterFurnace geothermal
comfort system, you'll experience
dramatic energy savings without
sacrificing an ounce of comfort.
Geothermal systems tap into the
free, renewable energy in the
ground, and with energy savings
up to 60%, it's a smart choice.

IUATER FURNACE

GEOTHERMAL SYSTEMS
GROUND SOURGE, INC.

215 E 5TH ST.
HOLTON, KS 66436
(785) 364-2514

Y WatergFurnace)

Smarter from the Ground Up™
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