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(Published in The Holton 
Recorder, Holton, Kan., on 
Wednesday, Aug. 20, 2025.)

JACKSON COUNTY
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-17

A RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS OF JACK-
SON COUNTY, KANSAS 
AUTHORIZING THE FOR-
MATION OF AN INJURY 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

WHEREAS, the Board of 
County Commissioners of 
Jackson County, Kansas rec-
ognizes that its employees 
are its most valuable asset; 
and 

WHEREAS, Jackson 
County is dedicated to man-
aging the risks of providing 
services for its citizens and 
will make every effort to iden-
tify and address all workplace 
hazards for the prevention of 
work-related injuries; and 

WHEREAS, Jackson 
County is a member of the 
Kansas Workers Risk Co-
operative for Counties, and 
seeks to partner with it to im-
prove workplace safety; and

WHEREAS, the Board 
of Trustees of the Kansas 
Workers Risk Cooperative 
for Counties considers the 
health, safety and well-being 
of employees of member 
counties to be of paramount 
importance. Therefore, the 
Board actively promotes and 
supports the implementation 
of any injury management 
program with the objective of 
reducing workplace injuries 
and illnesses, and to mini-
mize the costs associated 
with workplace injuries and 
illnesses. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED that Jackson 
County hereby establishes 
the Jackson County Safety 
Committee. The Committee 
is empowered to make deci-
sions concerning the policies 
and practices of the County 
that affect the safety and 
well-being of employees and 
elected officials. The Com-
mittee shall be comprised 
of department heads and 
employees of the County, 
as may be appointed by the 
County Commission from 
time to time. The Committee 
is empowered to engage in 
such meetings and recom-
mend actions as it deems 
necessary to take this Reso-
lution into effect, under the 
general guidance and control 
of the County Commission.

ADOPTED this 28th day of 
July, 2025 by the Board of 
County Commissioners of 
Jackson County, Kansas, 
and to be Published of record 
in The Holton Recorder.

BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

JACKSON COUNTY,
KANSAS

/s/ Mark Pruett
MARK PRUETT,

Chairman

/s/ Keith Kelly
KEITH KELLY,
Commissioner

/s/ Linda Gerhardt
LINDA GERHARDT,

Commissioner

[SEAL]

ATTEST:

/s/ Kristie Richter
KRISTIE RICHTER,
County Clerk
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The following arrest was 
reported by Holton police in re-
cent days.

n Charnise Kendrix, 33, 
Omaha, Neb., was arrested Aug. 
5 on charges of speeding, driv-
ing while license canceled, sus-
pended or revoked and posses-
sion of marijuana.

Unemployment across Kan-
sas was unchanged from June to 
July, while in Jackson County, 
unemployment rose slightly 
from June to July but was down 
significantly from last July, ac-
cording to preliminary estimates 
reported by the Labor Market 
Information (LMI) division of 
the Kansas Department of Labor 
(KDOL) and the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics (BLS).

That preliminary data, re-
leased on Friday, Aug 15, show 
a seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate of 3.8 percent in July. 
This is unchanged from 3.8 per-
cent in June and a slight increase 
from 3.7 percent in July 2024. 
The labor force participation 
rate for Kansas decreased to 66.9 
percent in July.

In Jackson County, 259 mem-
bers of the county’s 7,089-mem-
ber work force filed for unem-
ployment benefits in July, result-
ing in a 3.7-percent unemploy-
ment rate. That was up from the 
3.5-percent jobless rate in June 
but well below the 5.1-percent 
jobless rate posted in July of 
2024.

Seasonally-adjusted job esti-

mates for Kansas indicate total 
nonfarm payroll employment 
decreased by 4,300 from June. 
Total nonfarm includes private 
sector and government employ-
ers.

Private sector jobs increased 
by 700 over the month, while 
government decreased by 5,000. 
The largest job gains in the pri-
vate sector were in trade, trans-
portation and utilities, up 1,300 
jobs. The largest decrease was in 
leisure and hospitality, down 900 
jobs.

Since July 2024, Kansas’ 
seasonally adjusted total non-
farm jobs have increased by 
3,300. This change is due to an 
increase of 5,100 private sec-
tor jobs and a decrease of 1,800 
government jobs.

In the Topeka metropolitan 
statistical area (MSA), which 
includes Jackson, Jefferson, 
Osage, Shawnee and Wabaunsee 
counties, an unemployment rate 
of 4.3 percent was posted in July. 
That was up from 4.1 percent 
unemployment in June but down 
from 5.4 percent in July 2024.

Unemployment rates else-
where in northeastern Kansas are 

The first annual Circleville 
back to school movie night was 
held at the city park on Satur-
day evening, Aug. 9. They had 
a good turnout. The ball club 
donated the use of their popcorn 
machine for the event.

Lori Burdick, Bailey Burdick 
and her friend, Josh, came to my 
home on Saturday, Aug. 9 for 
a belated birthday celebration 
for me. Lori made lunch for all 
of us and Josh helped me with 
a couple of things around the 
house. We had an enjoyable day 
together.

The Circleville Methodist 
Women In Faith met on Tuesday, 
Aug. 12, at Circleville United 
Methodist Church. Roll call was 
answered by nine members and 
one guest of “A book that you 
have read recently or would like 
to read.”

The minutes of the June meet-
ing were read by secretary Avis 
Figgs. Information was given by 
guest Bonnie Coverdale about 
some recent conference busi-
ness. Pastor Dawn Duryea gave 
the devotions, and an interest-
ing program was presented by 
guest Karen Ford, member of the 
Holton Methodist Church, titled 
“Lessons From Books.” Helen 
Farley told of information from 
Response Magazine.

The treasurer’s report was 
given by Theresa Wade. Mary 
Jo Fernkopf told of the informa-
tive program held the previous 
Wednesday at Holton First Unit-

ed Methodist Church involving 
shoeboxes of supplies for needy 
children, out of the state or coun-
try. Refreshments of delicious 
strawberry cake was served by 
Thelma Dick. The next meeting 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Tues-
day, Sept. 9.

Dennis and Barbara Hutchin-
son visited friends in Anthony 
and Harper County (south of 
Wichita) from Aug. 8-10. The 
Harper County Fair was go-
ing on and many reunions of 
former Chaparral High School 
classmates were held. Barbara’s 
family lived in that area from 
1976-1981 where Barbara taught 
first grade at Harper Elementary 
School. Also, Dennis knew sev-
eral people in that area having 
worked in a booth at the Kansas 
State Fair in Hutchinson.

Barbara’s son, Doug Brown, 
celebrated his 45th class reunion 
at a gathering at Anthony Lake. 
They attended the service at the 
Methodist Church in Anthony. 
On the way home, they stopped 
in Newton to see George and 
Scott Flood.

The Circleville Alumni As-
sociation has recently lost two 
more members. Charlotte (Lar-
rison) Utz passed away on Aug. 
13. She graduated with the class 
of 1967, which was the last grad-
uating class of Circleville High 
School. Rodney Stauffer passed 
away on Aug. 15 and he gradu-
ated with the class of 1961.

The Circleville Seniors met 

at noon on Aug. 18 at the Lodge 
Hall with 10 members present. 
Sharon Cochren led the flag sa-
lute. There was one August birth-
day and that was Allen Fernkopf, 
who just turned 91.

Dennis Hutchinson gave the 
prayer for the meal, and we en-
joyed a taco bar meal with sides 
and desserts. Following the 
meal, Sharon called the meeting 
to order.

Barbara Hutchinson read the 
minutes from the July meet-
ing and Joyce Essman gave the 
treasurer’s report. Some discus-
sion about the next meeting took 
place and the next meeting will 
be held on Sept. 15 with the 
group providing fried chicken 
and members bringing side dish-
es and desserts.

The Circleville Masons will 
hold their biscuits and gravy 
breakfast from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 1. 
This is a free-will offering event 
held at the lodge hall.

By Jeannie Arnold
The July meeting of the Cir-

cleville Seniors was held on 
July 21 at the Lodge Hall with 
only six members present. We 
enjoyed a potluck lunch with 
way too much food for just six 
people. We voted to have a taco 
bar for the meal of our August 
meeting.

I met my brother, Don Butler, 
at Dairy Queen on Thursday, 
July 31. He bought me lunch for 
my birthday and we had a nice 
visit.

On Sunday, Aug. 3, Lori 
Burdick and I attended the Ar-
nold reunion at the Evangel 
Church in Holton. There were 
about 49 family members who 
enjoyed a potluck lunch and 
short business meeting along 
with visiting.

At the Aug. 6 Circleville City 
Council meeting, Kelsey Beal 
was nominated and approved to 
fill the open council position that 
was vacated by Chelsea Shupe, 
who resigned to take the open 
position of city clerk that was va-
cated by the resignation of Dawn 
Duryea. It was also noted that the 
city passed the State of Kansas 
water and sewer inspections.

July unemployment unchanged in
state, up slightly in Jackson County

listed below.
n Atchison County: 5.4 per-

cent in July, 4.9 percent in June 
and 4.9 percent in July 2024.

n Brown County: 4.7 percent 
in July, 4.3 percent in June and 
5.1 percent in July 2024.

n Doniphan County: 4.7 per-
cent in July, 4.4 percent in June 
and 4.7 percent in July 2024.

n Jefferson County: 3.9 per-
cent in July, 3.7 percent in June 
and 4.8 percent in July 2024.

n Marshall County: 3.7 per-
cent in July, 3.5 percent in June 
and 3.6 percent in July 2024.

n Nemaha County: 3.3 per-
cent in July, 3.2 percent in June 
and 3.5 percent in July 2024.

n Pottawatomie County: 
4.0 percent in July, 3.7 percent 
in June and 3.7 percent in July 
2024.

n Shawnee County: 4.4 per-
cent in July, 4.2 percent in June 
and 5.5 percent in July 2024.

n Wabaunsee County: 3.7 
percent in July, 3.6 percent in 
June and 4.8 percent in July 
2024.

n City of Topeka: 4.6 percent 
in July, 4.3 percent in June and 
5.5 percent in July 2024.

News Tip? Call (785) 364-3141

Arrested by
Holton police

Jackson County Sheriff Tim Morse (shown above at 
right) and Captain Travis DeBarge of the Jackson County 
Sheriff’s Office chatted during the recent National Night 
Out event, held Aug. 5 on the Jackson County Courtyard.
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