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      Sunrise 6:24 a.m.	                  Sunset 8:14 p.m.

4569 4770

Sunday

Temperature
High Wednesday	 60
Low Wednesday night 	 55
High a year ago	 80
Low a year ago	 54

Precipitation
24 hrs as of 8 a.m. Thursday	 .16
This month to date	 .16
Total year to date	 13.29
Excess since Jan. 1	 3.88                

Public notice
(First published in The Iola 

Register April 25, 2025)

IN THE THIRTY-FIRST JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT 

ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of 
WANDA CARLEEN BROOKS, 
Deceased

AL-2022-PR-000033

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION 
FOR FINAL SETTLEMENT

THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL 
PERSONS CONCERNED:

     You are notified that a Petition 
has been filed in this Court by 
Teresa R. Brooks, duly appointed, 
qualified and acting Adminis-
trator of the Estate of Wanda 
Carleen Brooks, deceased, pray-
ing Petitioner’s acts be approved; 
account be settled and allowed; 
the heirs be determined; the 
Estate be assigned to the persons 

entitled to it; fees and expenses 
be allowed; costs be determined 
and ordered paid; the adminis-
tration of the Estate be closed; 
the Administrator be discharged 
and Petitioner and the Surety on 
Administrator’s bond be released 
from further liability.
     You are required to file your 
written defenses to the Petition 
on or before Tuesday, May 20, 
2025 at 11:30 a.m. in the District 
Court, Allen County, Kansas, at 
which time and place the cause 
will be heard.  Should you fail to 
file your written defenses, judg-
ment and decree will be entered 
in due course upon the Petition.

Teresa R. Brooks, Administrator

HEIM LAW OFFICES, P.A.
424 North Washington Avenue            
Iola, Kansas  66749
(620) 365-2222
Attorney for Petitioner
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TOPEKA — The Trump 
administration defund-
ed 16 of 17 Feed the 
Future labs across the 
country when it began 
wiping out U.S. Agency 
for International Devel-
opment projects.

After months in lim-
bo, Kansas State Univer-
sity found out its lab is 
the lone survivor.

Two K-State labs that 
are part of the Feed 
the Future network re-
ceived stop work or-
ders in January. In early 
April, K-State officials 
received notice that the 
Climate Resilient Cere-
als Innovation Lab could 
resume work, said Tim-
othy J. Dalton, professor 
of agricultural econom-
ics and interim director 
of the lab.

The second lab, the 
Feed the Future Collab-
orative Research on Sus-
tainable Intensification  
Innovation Lab, which 
had a $50 million coop-
erative agreement for its 
operations, was termi-
nated.

DALTON IS unsure 
what the future funding 
will be for the Cereals 
lab. The original cooper-
ative agreement allocat-
ed $22 million for five 
years.

“We are just complet-
ing our second year,” 
he said. “We receive 
our funding in annual 
increments. We’ll see 
what happens once this 
fiscal year ends.”

Dalton is pleased 
to continue the work 
the Cereals lab began, 
which involves collab-
orations with universi-
ties around the country, 
and with national ag-
ricultural research sys-

tems in Senegal, Ethio-
pia and Bangladesh.

But he’s concerned 
about the long-term im-
pacts of ending 16 labs, 
each of which was doing 
work that affects farm-
ers in the United States.

University spokes-
woman Michelle Geer-
ing said U.S. Sen. Jer-
ry Moran was helpful 
in getting the 
funding rein-
stated.

“K-State’s in-
novation lab is 
helping bolster 
American agri-
culture by cre-
ating crops that 
are resistant 
to drought and 
disease,” Moran 
said in a press release. 
“I appreciate (U.S. Sec-
retary of State Marco 
Rubio) for recognizing 
the importance of the 
work being done at Kan-
sas State University and 
supporting the continu-
ation of this program.”

International and local 
impacts

The research work at 
all the labs has impli-
cations internationally 
as well as for U.S. agri-
culture. Giving credit to 
another professor, Dal-
ton borrowed an analo-
gy to describe what the 
17 Feed the Future labs 
were designed to do.

“We train our military 
to go and fight battles 

overseas in order to pre-
vent similar problems 
from occurring in the 
United States,” Dalton 
said. “It’s a similar argu-
ment. What we’re doing 
with the Innovation lab 
mechanism is working 
on very similar prob-
lems that just happen to 
be food-related.”

Dalton said aligning 

with other countries to 
solve agriculture chal-
lenges like crop disease 
resistance pays off for 
the United States by pre-
paring U.S. farmers for 
when those same issues 
come here, which they 
eventually do, he said. 

FOR EXAMPLE, re-
search in the 1980s to 

protect farms in 
southern Africa 
from the sug-
arcane aphid 
helped U.S. 
farmers with 
managing the 
greenbug aphid, 
Dalton said.

“I have always 
expressed my 
deepest concern 

about the halting of any 
international collabo-
rative work, that it’s re-
ally going to fall on the 
shoulders of farmers 
because they’re the ones 
who are not getting the 
type of research to get 
out in front of these 
challenges that they will 
face,” Dalton said.

Longterm research
Dalton also raised 

concerns that halting 
support for the other 
16 labs sets agricultur-
al research back be-
cause of the long-term, 
slow path that research 
sometimes takes.

Researchers are usu-
ally tied to the crop cy-
cles, so they may only be 
able to do investigations 
in the fields during cer-
tain times.

“The work in Ethiopia 
has had tremendous im-
pacts, but it started half 
a century ago,” he said. 
“Because ag research 
moves slowly and it’s 
all about persistence 
over time, rather than 
stop-and-go funding, 
you have to think about 
protecting the long-run 
interests.”

Cereals research
Work will now con-

tinue in the Climate 
Resilient Cereals Lab, 
where they focus on re-
searching four cereal 
grains: sorghum, millet, 
wheat and rice. 

In Senegal, research 

is focused on wheat and 
sorghum. It’s on the bor-
der of the Sahara Desert, 
Dalton said, where it’s 
always hot and dry, al-
lowing them to study 
wheat that is exposed to 
heat and drought. Those 
are two issues that regu-
larly affect Kansas farm-
ers.  

Work studying rice in 
Bangladesh considers, 
among other things, the 
genes that rice varieties 
harbor that are resistant 
to disease. Identifying 
ways to fight rice blast, a 
fungal infection that de-
stroys rice crops around 
the world, is part of that 
research.

Dalton said sorghum 
research is important 
because there are fewer 
researchers focused on 
it than on other grains. 
More than 50% of U.S. 
sorghum is grown in 
Kansas.

“There are so many 
more questions left to 
be answered about sor-
ghum because it hasn’t 
had that intense level of 
research,” he said.

K-State lab only one of its kind to continue work

Feed the Future labs work internationally to study agricultural issues. Kansas 
State University has the only lab out of 17 that survived USAID funding cuts. 
Here, KSU was part of a conference in Senegal that addressed water accessibili-
ty. SUBMITTED/KANSAS REFLECTOR

Timothy Dalton, Kansas State University interim 
head of the Climate Resilient Cereals Innovation 
Lab, is worried about elimination of agriculture 
research because of USAID cuts. SUBMITTED/KANSAS 
REFLECTOR

By MORGAN CHILSON
Kansas Reflector

K-State’s innovation lab is help-
ing bolster American agriculture by 
creating crops that are resistant to 
drought and disease.

— Sen. Jerry Moran

his strong leadership at 
the State Department. 
Together, we will con-
tinue to fight tirelessly 
to Make America, and 
the World, SAFE AGAIN.”

Waltz’s deputy, Alex 
Wong, is also expected 
to depart, according to 
the people, who spoke 
on the condition of an-
onymity to discuss a 
personnel move not yet 
made public. The Na-
tional Security Council 
did not respond do a re-
quest for comment.

Waltz, who served in 
the House representing 
Florida for three terms 
before his elevation to 
the White House, is the 
most prominent senior 
administration official 
to depart since Trump 

returned to the White 
House. In his second 
term, the Republican 
president had been look-
ing to avoid the tumult 
of his first four years in 
office, during which he 
cycled through four na-
tional security advisers, 
four White House chiefs 
of staff and two secre-
taries of state.

The Signal chain also 
showed that Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth 
provided the exact 
timings of warplane 
launches and when 
bombs would drop. 
Waltz had previously 
taken “full responsi-
bility” for building the 
message chain and ad-
ministration officials 
described the episode as 
a “mistake” but one that 

caused Americans no 
harm. Waltz maintained 
that he was not sure 
how Goldberg ended up 
in the messaging chain, 
and insisted he did not 
know the journalist.

Trump and the White 
House — which insisted 
that no classified infor-
mation was shared on 
the text chain — have 
stood by Waltz publicly 
throughout the episode. 

Waltz: Out at NSA; replaced by Rubio
Continued from A1


