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Robber )4 Measles Dana Hawkinson, medical director ~ to the spread of a disease within Distrust of science
of infection prevention and control a population and is not coming Unfortunately, Hawkinson
Continued from AT Continued from Al at the University of Kansas Health from contact that began with said, times have changed in
System, said fully vaccinated people =~ someone outside the community, = terms of how much people
camera images of Sen. Bill Clifford, a Republican  can get the disease, but typically such as during a trip abroad. listen to medical professionals
the robber were ophthalmologist from Garden have fewer complications and overall and how they assess scientific
not available. City, expressed concern during less severity of illness. With one dose ~ Side effects research. Right now is different
The same store hearings that not all cases of mea-  of the vaccine, people have 93% pro- Poland said the vaccine that has than in 2019, when the most re-
was robbed April sles are being reported. tection from measles, and after two been available since 1968 is “well cent measles outbreak occurred.
11 by a man who “This weekend I spoke to several doses, 97% protection, he said. documented to be protective and to “There are major points
also had his face pediatricians. In an affected family, have minimal side effects.” and reasons why this is much
covered. In that one member is going in,” he said, How we got here “It always bothers me when people ~ different,” he said. “I think it
case, the robber speaking at a time when there were Measles was considered eliminat-  say, ‘Well, isn’t natural immunity is in the context of extreme
implied he had a 31 reported measles cases. “In fact, ed in 2000 but has since popped up better.” Before there was a measles disinformation and misinfor-
weapon and was they won't allow them in the pediat-  throughout the United States, typi- vaccine in the U.S., essentially every ~ mation and mistrust of medi-
able to obtain ric clinic. We have well babies there cally in unvaccinated communities. child got it, so three to four million cine and public health. Mistrust
money before and we don’t want to infect them. Gregory Poland, director of the Mayo  people a year. Forty-eight thousand ~ of science. We have to get back
leaving the store. That one family member is the signal ~ Vaccine Research Group, joined a of those kids ended up sick enough to knowing and understanding
Nicodemus said case of what’s going on in the family,  panel of University of Kansas Health  that they were hospitalized, 1,000 what is true, but it is just so
he does not know and the families are not coming in.” System experts to talk about how of them developed encephalitis,and ~ difficult out there.”
if the two inci- we got to where we aretodayandto 500 of them on average each year Hawkinson pointed to an
dents are related. Latestdata address vaccine skepticism. died. That’s what natural immunity overall decreased willingness to
“It’s unknown at KDHE updated its measles Poland explained what it meansto  gets you,” Poland said. listen to and adhere to medical
this time,” he said. dashboard Wednesday morning eliminate a disease. Side effects of the vaccine are a guidance and recommendations.
People with to highlight the number of cases “You need a robust surveillance few cases of low platelets, transient “We don’t do that when we
information and the affected counties: Finney, system. You need to know are you fever and possibly a rash, he said. listen to our plumbers, our me-
about the rob- Ford, Grant, Gray, Haskell, Kiowa,  seeing cases, and are they measles,” No known deaths related to the  chanics, our lawyers,” he said.
bery can call the Morton and Stevens. In addition, he said. “Then what you have to MMR vaccine given to healthy And, he said, overall vaccina-
Leavenworth it shows vaccination data, which have is documentation of interrup- ~ people have been reported, ac- tion rates have declined.
Police indicates that 39 people with mea-  tion of indigenous transmission cording to the Infectious Diseases “Many areas locally here in
Department’s sles were unvaccinated, one did not  for at least 12 months. We are very ~ Society of America. Rare cases of =~ Kansas and Missouri are down
clue hotline, have age-appropriate vaccinations, likely going to lose that, and thatis ~ deaths from vaccine side effects to 90% (of people vaccinated),”
913-682-2583. three did not have verified vaccina-  a real shame because achieving that among children are connectedto  he said. “You will only see more
Information tion status and three were age-ap- in 2000 was a monumental public those who are immune compro- patients developing this disease
can be provided propriately vaccinated. health achievement.” mised, and it is recommended and, unfortunately, the compli-
anonymously. One person has been hospitalized. Indigenous transmission refers ~ they not get the vaccine. cations that come along with it.”
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