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Thousands protest Trump in
‘No Kings'’ rally at Statehouse

Wire report

Thousands of Kansans rallied
Saturday at the Statehouse in
Topeka as part of a nationwide
backlash to President Donald
Trump, hoisting signs, joining
in pro-democracy chants and
speaking out against immigra-
tion raids.

Organizers for the “No Kings’
rally repeatedly urged the
crowd to remain peaceful as
demonstrators filled the south
lawn of the Statehouse grounds.
A lively contingent on the edge
of the rally shouted insults at
a small pro-Trump gathering
across the street, but the event
was otherwise peaceful.

The rally featured speech-
es from advocates and can-
didates for office, including
Kansas Sen. Cindy Holscher, an
Overland Park Democrat who
announced she is running for
governor, and Christy Davis,

a former federal rural devel-
opment official who revealed
she is exploring a run for U.S.
Senate.

The crowd sang the national
anthem and recited the Pledge
of Allegiance, ending with an
emphatic “for all.”

And the crowd cheered when
Melissa Stiehler and Davis
Hammet, prominent advocates
for voting and LGBTQ+ rights,
made a surprise brief appear-
ance in formal wedding attire
before leaving to get married
elsewhere in town.

The Topeka rally was among
protests all over the coun-
try to oppose the president’s
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plan for a military display in
Washington, D.C., on his own
birthday, as well as mass im-
migration arrests. Organizers
said more than 5,000 people
joined in the Topeka rally.
Other rallies were held else-
where in Kansas.

Lee Boyd, of Lawrence,
said she rushed back from an
unrelated event in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, so she could get to
the Topeka rally in time.

She grabbed a seat in the
flower garden on the south
lawn, holding a small sign that
read, “Tax the rich.”

“I feel pretty strongly about
this dictatorship that we're
under, and I also am quite
concerned about the defunding
of National Public Radio and
PBS,” Boyd said.

Describing himself as an
old hippie, Alan Schmidt, of
Hoyt, sported a tie-dyed shirt
and carried an upside down
American flag.

“Our nation is in distress,
and I want to be part of the
voice that says this is not OK,”
Schmidt said.

Schmidt was one of sever-
al people to display an up-
side-down flag, which caught the
attention of the handful of men
carrying pro-Trump signs across
the street on the south edge of
the rally. The men refused to
provide their full names.

“I’ve never seen so many ig-
norant people in my life,” said
a man who would only identify
himself as Jeff. “Every one of
those signs, there’s no facts at
all on them. None. Period.”
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the area.

p.m. and 4 a.m.

inches of rain could fall in

He said forecasters believe
the strongest chance for
storms will be between 10

Rain chances are expected
to end Wednesday morning.

Dryer conditions are expected
for the remainder of the week
in Leavenworth, according to
the National Weather Service.
Temperatures are expect-

ed to reach the mid 90s by

Friday, and the warmer tem-
peratures are expected to con-
tinue through the weekend.

Recent heavy rains have

helped improve drought condi-
tions in Leavenworth County.
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An updated map re-
leased by the U.S. Drought
Monitor on Thursday
indicated that only 0.51%
of Leavenworth County is

considered abnormally dry.

The rest of the county is not
experiencing any drought

conditions.
A week earlier, more than
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18% of the county was con-
sidered abnormally dry.
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