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obituaries policy
• May be mailed, e-mailed, faxed or 

hand delivered.
• Must be received by 9 a.m. on 

Tuesday morning in order to 
appear in that week's edition.

• Full obituaries submitted by 
individuals are required to be 
paid in advance.

• Obituaries submitted by funeral 
homes will be billed to the funeral 
home.

• Cost: $40 for 300 words or less. 
Each additional word over 300, 
10¢. Photograph $5.
Call Barbara at 913-352-6235 or e-mail 
linncountynewsreporter@gmail.com

816 Main St. • Pleasanton
913-352-6101

319 Chestnut St. • Mound City
913-795-2215

202 N. 4th St. • La Cygne
913-757-2035

Schneider Funeral Home & Cremations

Blue Mound Bible Church
(Formerly Blue Mound Federated Church)

4th St. and Kansas Ave. 
Blue Mound, KS • 913-756-2264

Ben Bielenberg, Pastor
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

Bible Study & Prayer 
Wednesday - 7 p.m.

Independent, Fundamental, Bible  
Preaching, Friendly Church

Centerville 
Community Church

225 N. 1st St.
Centerville, KS • 913-890-7513
Pastor Nancy J. Killingsworth

Sunday Bible Study - 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship - 9:45 a.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
12588 W. State Road U

Hume, Mo., 64752
Pastor Kenny Epperson

Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Worship Service - 11 a.m.

2nd Sunday Dinner

Calvary Baptist Church 
American Baptist Church, La Cygne

Broadway and Locust Sts. 
La Cygne KS • 913-757-2266 

Bill W. Foil, Pastor
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study - 11 a.m.

“We serve Jesus our Lord!”

La Cygne United 
Methodist Church

402 Chestnut St. 
La Cygne, KS • 913-757-2732
Pastor Brennan Cummings

Worship - 9 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship - 10 a.m.

Adult Sunday School - 10:45 a.m.

La Cygne Christian Church
406 N. Broadway St. • P.O. Box 230

La Cygne, KS • 913-757-6644
www.lacygnechristian.org
Chris Ferguson, Pastor

Eva Ulrey, Children’s Pastor
Sunday Worship - 9 a.m.

Morning Bible Classes - 11 a.m.
Difference Makers Teen -  

Sunday - 5:30 p.m.
Celebrate Recovery - Tuesday - 7 p.m.

Kids 180 - Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.
(Meets during school year schedule)

“A New Testament Spirit-Filled Church”

Our Lady of  Lourdes
Catholic Church

819 N. 5th St. 
La Cygne, KS
Fr. Clayton

Thursday Morning Mass - 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Mass - 8:30 a.m.

www.miamilinncatholics.org

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

727 Main St.
Mound City, KS • 913-795-2724

Masses: Saturday - 6:30 p.m.
& Wednesday - 6 p.m.

Confession & Adoration -
Wednesday - 5:30 p.m.

Adoration - Sunday - 8 a.m.-Noon

Mound City Christian Church
418 Spruce St.  

Mound City, KS • 913-795-2725
Minister - Brandon Clark

Youth Minister - Hunter Jameson
Children’s Ministry Director - Natalie 

Umphenour
Worship Service - 9 a.m.

Fellowship & Sunday School - 10 a.m.
Worship Service 2 - 11 a.m.

“JAM” Jeusus & Me, K-5th - 6 p.m.
Youth Group - 6 p.m.

Helping people take next steps with Jesus.
“A Christian Fellowship”

First Baptist Church
8424 Paine Rd.

Mound City, KS • 913-795-2333
Pastor Joe Perkins

Youth Pastor - Jacob Goff
Worship Pastor - Josh Simpson

Discipleship Pastor - Caleb Richardson
Children’s Director - Erin Mendenhall

Worship Gathering - 9 a.m.
Livestreaming at fbcmc.com

Bible Hour - 10:30 a.m.
Home Group - 6 p.m.
Wednesday - 6:30 p.m. 

All Stars - grades pk-6, 8424 Paine Rd.
212 - grades 7-12, 131 Main St.

“Connecting People with God & Others”

Wall Street 
Christian Church

9765 W. 1000 Rd.
Mound City, KS

Pastor Adam Holt
Fellowship & Coffee - 10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study - 3:30 p.m.

“Worshiping, Serving and Knowing God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

First Baptist Church 
1356 Laurel St.

Pleasanton, KS • 913-352-6220
Pastor Wade Booth

SUNDAYS
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Evening Worship - 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS
Bible Study & Prayer for all ages - 7 p.m.

Parker United Methodist Church
120 N. Walnut St. 

Parker, KS • 913-898-4565 
Pastor Bascom Ratlift
Sunday Services - 10 a.m.

Feb., May Aug., Nov., Dec. at Parker
March, June, Sept. at Beagle

Jan., April, July, Oct. at Fontana
Food Pantry - Second & third Wed. of  each 
month, 9-11. Open to anyone who lives in 

the Prairie View School District.

First Christian Church
Nondenominational 

613 Main St.
Pleasanton, KS • 913-352-8558

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer - 7 p.m.
“Making Disciples Who Know, Grow & Go”

First Presbyterian Church
901 Palm St. • P.O. Box 139

Pleasanton, KS
Pastor Linda Dudley 

Dennis Hardy, 913-352-6252
Find us on Facebook

Worship - 10:30 a.m.
“A Loving, Caring, Sharing Church.”

Pleasanton  
Church of  the Nazarene

1012 Laurel St.
Pleasanton, KS • 913-352-6125

Pastor David Schuermann
Sunday School - 9 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study - 6 p.m.

A Place to Behold...Belong...Become.

Faith Chapel Assembly of  God
103 E. 7th St.

Pleasanton, KS  • 913-352-8213 
Pastor Mathew Young

Find us on Facebook! Faith Chapel Pleasanton
SUNDAYS

Worship Service - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Meal & Bible Study - 6 p.m.
Thursday Open Prayer - 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

church directory

centerville

blue mound

la cygne

linn valley

parker

pleasanton

Pleasanton United 
Methodist Church

751 Main St. 
Pleasanton, KS • 913-352-8751 

Pastor Rachel Fetters
417-448-9387  

rfetters@greatplainsumc.org  
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Worship - 11 a.m.
“Open minds, Open hearts,  Open doors,  

The People of  the United Methodist Church.”

Prescott Baptist Church 
285 W. Main St. 

Prescott, KS • 913-471-4531
Pastor Kevin Black
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Worship Service - 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night 

Prayer Meeting - 7 p.m.
Wednesday Night Adventure Club,

ages 4 years old to 12th grade

prescott

la cygne

mound city

linn valley

Truth Church of  Linn Valley 
9420 W. 399th St.

La Cygne, KS • 913-601-8664 
www.truthchurchlv.com

Pastor Brandon Hilton
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study - 7:30 p.m.

New Life Baptist Church 
19089 KS Hwy. 152

La Cygne, KS 
Pastors Stan Nelson 

& Andrew Nelson
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Worship Service - 10:45 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study -  

10 a.m. Every Wednesday

Liberty Worship Center
505 E. 9th St.

Pleasanton, KS • 913-352-6320
Pastor Jim Cox

Morning Worship - 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study - 7 p.m.

worland

Mound City  
United Methodist Church

3rd & Main Sts. 
Mound City, KS • 913-795-2898

Pastor Bob Conway
livestream us on Facebook!

Sunday Service - 9 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School offered
during the 9 a.m. service.

“Open minds, open hearts, open doors, the people 
of  the United Methodist Church.”

Linn Valley Community Church 
86 S. Linn Valley Dr.

Linn Valley, KS • 913-295-4897
(call for gate access information) 
www.linnvalleycommunitychurch.org

Interim Pastor: Randy Hendricks
Sunday Bible Study - 9 a.m.
Morning Worship - 10 a.m.

Weekly fellowship & refreshments following 
service and 2nd Sunday Potluck

Wednesday Ministries
Children’s (K-5) 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Youth (6th-12th Grade) 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Family Dinner (all welcome) 5:30 p.m.
Above items are during school year schedule; 

special activities scheduled during summer months.
Weekly Adult Bible Study 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

with Pastor Randy

mound city pleasanton

Therefore encourage one 
another and build each 
other up, just as in fact 

you are doing. 

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Mine Creek Missionary
Baptist Church

751 Holly St.
Pleasanton, KS

Elder Rick Jones, Pastor
Sunday School - 10 a.m.

Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Windfred Allen DeMott
09-15-1940 to 06-07-2025

Linn County News
Published June 18, 2025

Windfred Allen DeMott, 
age 84, resident of Bronaugh, 
Mo., died Saturday June 7, 
2025, at the home. He was 
born Sept. 15, 1940, in Mound 
City, Kan., and his parents 
were Clyde Vernon DeMott 
and Alice Rosemond (Jack-
man) DeMott. He attended 
Mound City High School. He 
had worked at the Hydraulic 
Cement Plant in Ft. Scott, 
the Bourbon County Barn as 
a shop foreman, the City of 
Ft. Scott with the equipment 
maintenance dept., Bill’s Coal 
Co., in Garland, Kan., and a 
few of the local rock quarry 
companies in Fort Scott.

He enjoyed restoring and 
parading his antique trac-
tors. He attended many local 
festivals with his tractor 
collection. His 1937 vintage 
McCormick-Deering Far-

mall tractor was the featured 
tractor in the Pioneer Har-
vest Fiesta in 1994. In his 
later years, he spent his time 
spoiling the cows and feeding 
the chickens on the farm in 
Bronaugh.

His family included three 
children, a son, Allen DeMott, 
Fort Scott, and two daugh-
ters, Sheryl Crawley, Over-
land Park, Kan., and Shelly 
DeMott, Peculiar, Mo.; his 
friend for over thirty years, 
Carol (Griffiths) Claflin of 
Bronaugh; ten grandchildren; 
fourteen great-grandchildren; 
and two brothers, Delton De-
Mott, Peck, Kan., and Roger 
DeMott, La Cygne, Kan. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents and a sister, Cleta 
Fern Stump.

The family will receive 
friends for a celebration of 
life from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday June 21, at the Cheney 
Witt Carriage House, 301 S. 

Main St, in Fort Scott.
Interment will follow at 

the Woodland Cemetery in 
Mound City, Kan., at 2:30 
p.m. for those who would like 
to attend. In lieu of flowers 
the family suggests memo-
rials to the Pioneer Harvest 
Fiesta and may be left in care 
of the Cheney Witt Chapel, 
PO Box 347, 201 S. Main, Ft. 
Scott, Kan. 66701. Words of 
remembrance may be submit-
ted to them online guestbook 
at cheneywitt.com.

Heavenly Reality
BY DON WALKER
ARROWS OF TRUTH

We have all wondered 
about what heaven is like. Yet 
the Bible does not provide us 
a great deal of information 
as to what it is actually like. 
Most of our concepts of heav-
en are derived from hymns, 
like “I’ve Got a Mansion Just 
Over the Hilltop,” rather than 
from Scripture. These songs 
provide us with great comfort 
concerning those who have 
passed away, and for our own 
future state. But the Bible 
only gives us “glimpses” of 
what heaven is like. Paul tells 
us that he was “caught up” 
to this paradise but was not 
permitted to talk about his 
experience (II Cor. 12:3-4).

Perhaps God knows that 
too much knowledge of this 
future state would cause us 
to lose focus on our mission 
here on planet Earth.

In modern times, Christi-
anity has been criticized as a 
“pie-in-the-sky” religion. Karl 
Marx popularized the idea 
that religion is the opiate of 

the masses; his proposal was 
that religion was invented 
and used by ruling classes to 
exploit and oppress the poor 
to keep them from revolting. 
The promise of “pie-in-the-
sky” was their means of keep-
ing the oppressed obedient 
and content to wait for their 
reward in eternity.

But one cannot take Chris-
tianity seriously without 
recognizing the importance 
that is placed on the reali-
ty of heaven. It is integral 
to the New Testament; it 
played an import place in the 
teaching of Jesus and is the 
place of future reward. This 
reality enables us to endure 
trials and tribulations in the 
present, knowing that these 
are only temporal. We must 
live with our eyes focused on 
this reality, not ignoring the 
mission or the struggles of the 
present, but with the aware-
ness that this is not “all that 
there is.” Jesus said, “Do not 
let your heart be troubled.

Believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Fathers’ house 
there are many rooms. If it 

were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?” (John 14:1-2).

Death is a reality that we 
often chose to ignore until 
we are confronted with it. 
James tells us that this life is 
simply a “mist,” that will soon 
be blown away (James 4:14). 
That is the sobering reality 
that we do not like to face. 
Rich or poor, famous, or un-
known, educated or illiterate, 
death is a reality. Yet for the 
believer in Christ, who con-
quered death, we know that 
the grave is not the end, but 
a new beginning. The Apostle 
Paul tells us that “Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O 
death where is your victory? 
O death where is your sting?” 
(I Cor. 15:54-55). We “pass 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death” (Ps. 23:4). 
Death is but a shadow. The 
shadow of a dog cannot bite 
you. The shadow of a knife 
cannot cut you. The shadow 
of a gun cannot shoot you. 
The shadow of death cannot 
harm you.Local students awarded Kansas State 

Grange Brey Memorial Scholarship
Rees Chapman, a 

member of the Kansas State 
Grange and resident of Pleas-
anton, and Cierra Lind-
sey, a member of Kansas 
State Grange and resident 
of Mound City, have been 
awarded the Claude and 
Ina Brey Memorial Schol-
arship for the 2025–2026 
academic year. Both Chap-
man and Lindsey are mem-
bers of Richland Grange 
#1998.

Rees plans to attend Kan-
sas State University this fall, 
where she will major in Agri-
cultural Education. 

Cierra also plans to attend 
Kansas State University this 
fall, where she will major in 
Agricultural Education. 

The scholarship is awarded 
to Grange members who have 
demonstrated strong academ-
ic performance, involvement 
in the Grange and their local 

community, and a commit-
ment to leadership and ser-
vice. Additional consideration 
is given to students pursuing 
degrees in agricultural fields.

The Claude and Ina Brey 
Memorial Scholarship is one 
of several educational oppor-
tunities provided by the Kan-
sas State Grange to support 
young people pursuing higher 

education. Scholarship funds 
may be used toward tuition, 
books or other educational 
expenses.

Both students will be hon-
ored during the 154th Annual 
Kansas State Grange Conven-
tion, scheduled for September 
26–28, 2025, in Topeka, Kan.

Cierra Lindsey Rees Chapman

Keep your face always toward the sunshine - and shadows will fall behind you. 
~ Walt Whitman

Blue Mound Senior Center - 312 E. Main, 
620-224-8845

Centerville Senior Center - 410 N. First, 
855-396-9674, Opt. 2 

Mound City Senior Center - at Bunker Hill 
603 Main St., 855-396-9674 - Opt. 1

Pleasanton Senior Center - 602 Main St. 
913-352-8896

SENIOR MENUS
Wednesday, June 18: 
Birthday Day: Chicken fried 
chicken, whipped potatoes/
gravy, buttered corn, wheat 
roll, cake, ice cream

Thursday, June 19: 
Smothered pork cutlet, 
stuffing, scalloped tomatoes, 
dinner roll, tropical fruit

Friday, June 20: Chicken 
salad, macaroni salad, 
cottage cheese/fruit, wheat 
bread, cookie (High sodium)

Monday, June 23: Goulash, 
harvard beets, peas/onions, 
wheat bread, fruit cocktail

Tuesday, June 24: Smothered 

steak/gravy, whipped 
potatoes, California blend, 
wheat roll, pudding

Wednesday, June 25: 
Spaghetti/meat sauce, Italian 
green beans, garlic bread, 
pears

M-F 10a.m. to 1 p.m  Please call or notify the center the day before if you plan to eat.
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Visit our website at www.linncountynews.net 

for live video links to the Pleasanton Council and 

Linn County Commissioners meetings!

Flood stage check

JACKIE TAYLOR | LINN COUNTY NEWS

La Cygne water plant employee Jeff Chaplin runs water collected from the Marais des Cygnes 

River on his hand showing clarity is pretty good; that despite the river being at 30-foot flood stage 

level. Chaplin said the normal depth is six to eight feet deep; he collects water to check the sam-

ple for total carbon comparing it to what their water plant is putting out to consumers.

The river flowed high and had several large trees and branches floating on top of it Monday 

after heavy rains pummeled the region over the weekend.

ANGELA K. HOLT | LINN COUNTY NEWS

Coach Dan Saulsberry gives high praise to the 2025 Pleasanton state track team during the board 

meeting on Monday. 

BY JACKIE TAYLOR

LINN COUNTY NEWS

JACKIELCN1@GMAIL .COM

A full-house greeted council 

members Monday night as 

things got heated concerning 

what interviews were held for 

the position of fire chief.

Mayor Mathew Young 

appointed Tanner Edwards, 

Jeff Wisdom, Michael Cohen, 

Donald Bertram and Renae 

Marshall as firefighters with 

5-0 approval for all five. 

Councilman Aaron Portmann 

then asked why former coun-

cilman Jake Mattingley “was 

not afforded an interview.”

Young told Portmann that 

he did not have to offer a 

reason why as there was no 

requirement for such.

Portmann continued that 

after Mattingley’s years of 

experience as a firefighter, ex-

perience outlined by Matting-

ley during public comment 

where he questioned why he 

was not called to interview 

for the position of Fire Chief, 

Young answered that he was 

not disclosing personal in-

formation on who was or was 

not chosen.

He again asked Young why 

Mattingley wasn’t afforded an 

interview; Councilwoman Ro-

chelle Schreckhise also asked 

Young why he didn’t answer 

Portmann’s question.

Young said then that there 

were criteria they were 

looking for and some candi-

dates didn’t meet it and “they 

moved on.”

Portmann asked, “Didn’t 

meet it? Was the bar so high 

he wasn’t allowed an inter-

view, but everyone else was?”

He then claimed Young’s 

answer was a non-answer and 

a political move.

Councilwoman Angelina 

Randall offered an expla-

nation as to why some were 

interviewed and some weren’t 

and used an example of a po-

lice officer that was fired from 

another police department; 

she continued that personal 

information can’t be disclosed 

and said, “They may have all 

the qualifications, but if the 

officer was fired, the reason 

was not disclosed.”

Mattingley countered from 

the audience, “I was never 

fired.”
Schreckhise asked why 

another firefighter candidate, 

Pleasanton council meeting 

heated over fire 

personnel interviews

SEE FIRE PERSONNEL, A3

BY ANGELA K. HOLT

LINN COUNTY NEWS

During their regular 

meeting on Monday, June 9, 

Pleasanton UDS 344 school 

board members congratu-

lated the 2025 high school 

track team on their success at 

state track last month. Coach 

Dan Saulsberry introduced 

team members present and 

highlighted several of their 

placements at state track. 

Among the track team, 

Saulsberry announced that 

one member, Ashton Grat-

ton, not only placed first in 

his event at state track, he is 

qualified to compete at the 

national track meet beginning 

June 19 in Greensboro, N.C. 

Superintendent Don Epps 

recommended that the board 

approve funding to send 

Gratton and Coach Saulsber-

ry to the four-day competi-

tion. The board voted and 

approved for the district to 

cover airfare, lodging, etc., for 

the trip.

Pleasanton board to support 

Gratton at National track meet

National track bound

KMGA rates manager 

presents review, design 

proposal

BY TONY FURSE

LINN COUNTY NEWS

NEWSPAPERSRME@YAHOO .COM

La Cygne natural gas 

customers might be seeing 

a future rate decrease as a 

result of a report heard at last 

Wednesday’s regular council 

meeting.
Darren Prince, Kansas Mu-

nicipal Gas Agency (KMGA) 

manager of regulatory rates, 

appeared in person to present 

both a review and a design 

proposal for La Cygne city gas 

utility retail rates.

Of particular interest 

during the rate review 

encompassing the fund’s 

actual years 2019-23 was a 

bottom-line computation of 

days of cash on hand (DO-

COH) that began at 1,673 in 

2019 but had dropped to 455 

in 2021 from 2020’s 1,074 

when La Cygne absorbed 

a $350,950 KMGA February 

2021 invoice, more than 10 

times the monthly average, 

during a Presidents’ Day 

weekend commodity price 

spike.
Since then, Prince said La 

Cygne’s DOCOH had in-

creased to 481 in 2022 and 

766 in 2023, with 2024’s 

ending estimated DOCOH at 

942.
Prince said that, prior to the 

February 2021 Arctic blast 

weekend, 90 had been a good 

DOCOH, but the threshold 

was then raised to 180 after 

it. He said 250 DOCOH gets a 

good bond rating.

La Cygne gas customers may see 

rate decrease

SEE RATE DECREASE, A3

BY BARBARA PROFFITT

LINN COUNTY NEWS

LINNCOUNTYNEWSREPORTER@GMAIL .

COM

During the June 9 meeting, 

the Linn County Commission-

ers discussed a quote from 

Pfefferkorn on a mile and half 

section of overlay. Interim 

Public Works Administrator 

Jessie Walton noted costs 

were significantly higher than 

a similar project undertaken 

last year. 

Walton explained that last 

years’ project was five and 

half miles at a total cost of 

$655,929.26 which averaged 

to approximately $119,000 

per mile. 

Commissioner Jim John-

son clarified this was just 

an estimate and Walton 

stated it was and that it also 

included the striping and 

traffic control. Commissioner 

Jason Hightower stated just 

looking at the overlay portion 

it was significantly higher and 

County Counselor Jacklyn 

Paletta added that the engi-

neer had over-quoted part of 

it and Hightower added the 

engineer was likely trying 

to make sure the estimate 

didn’t come in under costs for 

budgeting purposes and while 

it isn’t the actual bid it is the 

expectation. Hightower also 

noted a need to figure out 

how it would be paid for.

Walton stated that the 

road in question is in pretty 

bad shape and Hightower 

agreed, adding that they need 

to be sure they had funding 

available and were comfort-

able spending the money for 

the work before it’s sent out 

for bid.
Hightower then asked 

about the grant for the project 

and Walton noted the grant 

would take the balance on the 

project to just over $1 million.

Hightower asked how much 

money is in the special road 

and bridge fund and County 

Clerk Danielle Souza noted 

there is $1.72 million in that 

fund. Hightower asked what 

was set aside for this project 

and Walton stated he had no 

idea.
Hightower noted that it 

needs to be done, in his opin-

ion, but it would essentially 

deplete the entire fund. 

Walton noted he would go 

through and figure out what 

money is where and what 

could be used for this project.

In other matters, the com-

missioners:

- Heard from Randy 

Hegwald regarding the 

workshop on automatic aid 

agreement. Hegwald stated 

the workshop went well. 

Commissioners discuss 

estimate on overlay project

SEE OVERLAY, A2

BY BARBARA PROFFITT

LINN COUNTY NEWS

LINNCOUNTYNEWSREPORTER@GMAIL .

COM

On May 7, 2025, a new 

case was filed in Linn Coun-

ty District Court in which 

Ta’Shavion Bri’Jana Howard 

is charged with one count of 

Defendant waives extradition in fugitive case

being a fugitive from justice.

Documents filed in district 

court allege that Howard un-

lawfully, willfully and feloni-

ously became a fugitive from 

justice when she interfered 

with a custody order issued 

in September 2024 in Little 

Rock, Ark.

Court records further show 

that Howard was assigned a 

court appointed attorney and 

that she signed a waiver of 

extradition on May 21 and the 

court accepted that waiver. 

She is currently set for a sta-

tus conference hearing for 11 

a.m. on June 18.
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Pleasanton and Jayhawk 
baseball on the 2025 All 

TRL team

 ADAM HOLT | LINN COUNTY NEWS

Clay Nichols makes the TRL All League honorable mention 

team for the Hawks.

 ADAM HOLT | LINN COUNTY NEWS

Kam Staton is one of two Jays 
to make the TRL All League 
first team. Pleasanton’s Mario 
Davis also made the first team.

BY ADAM HOLT
LINN COUNTY NEWS 

HOLTADAM82@YAHOO.COM

The Pleasanton and Jay-
hawk Linn baseball teams 
each had a member/members 
of their team represented 
on this year’s Three Rivers 
League All League team. 

The Jays had two players 
make the first team in Mario 
Davis and Kamden Staton. 
The Hawks only had one 
player make All League in 
Clay Nichols who made hon-
orable mention.

The rest of the Three Rivers 
All League baseball team is as 
follows.

First Team
Drake Wier – Crest
Kade Nilges – Crest
Henry White – Crest
Kreig Garrett – Central 

Heights
Stetson Miller – Central 

Heights
Ethan Kraft – Central 

Heights
Jaden Whetzell – Northeast
Spencer Wade – Northeast
Dominic Smith – Marma-

ton Valley
Gannon Hobbs – Southeast
Tyler Warner – Southeast
Gayden Woods – Union-

town
Evan McVey – Yates Center
Honorable Mention

Aydan Dunbar – Central 
Heights

Garrett Morrison – Marma-
ton Valley

Tyler Lord – Marmaton 
Valley

Tayven Willard – Northeast
Demitri Williamson – Os-

wego
Colten Jameson – South-

east
Colter Powell – Uniontown
Dylon Deibert - Uniontown 

Prairie View baseball and softball earn 
All-Pioneer League honors
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Adyson Rhynerson earns 
a spot on the All-Pioneer 
League softball second team.
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Laramie Stevens earns a spot on the All-Pioneer League softball 

second team.

 ADAM HOLT | LINN COUNTY NEWS

Rian Stainbrook earns a spot 
on the All-Pioneer League 
softball first team.
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Bella Stolle earns a spot on the All-Pioneer League softball first 

team.
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Matthew Stolle earns a spot on the All-Pioneer League baseball 

second team.

Jayhawk Linn softball has 
three All TRL unanimous 

selections 
BY ADAM HOLT

LINN COUNTY NEWS 

HOLTADAM82@YAHOO.COM

The Jayhawk Linn softball 
team had three first team All 
Three Rivers League selec-
tions this season.

As the current Three Rivers 
League champions the Lady 
Hawks’ Gracee Willard, Callie 
Holt and Kenzley Nation 
were voted to the first team 
by unanimous selection. 
Other unanimous selections 
this year were Melaney Chris 
John, Central Heights; Mad-
ison Shepard, Uniontown; 
Reese Gorman, Uniontown; 
and Jorja Harris, St. Paul.

Both Jayhawk and Union-
town tied for the most first 
team members with three 
each, but Jayhawk’s were all 
by unanimous vote. Union-
town had the most All League 
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Callie Holt was one of three unanimous first team selections for 

the TRL All League softball team. The other two selections were 

Gracie Willard and Kenzley Nation.

players with a total of four.
Here are the rest of the first 

team players and honorable 
mention players for this 
year’s All TRL softball team

First Team (non-unan-
imous)

Aracely Crump – Central 
Heights

Jaycee Schulz – Oswego
Teegan Warner – Southeast
Destiny Hagan – Northeast
Cayten Cummings – Yates 

Center
Kaelin Nilges – Crest
Klara Stock – Uniontown
Erin Doubledee – North-

east
Honorable Mention
Ashton Schulz – Oswego
Macy Cubit – Central 

Heights
Kali Stagg – Uniontown
Eliz White – Southeast
Ciara Neville – Northeast
Delaney Ramsey - Crest

Goggle-Eye
BY LARRY DABLEMONT

Rock bass are to Ozark 
flowing streams what crappie 
are to reservoirs. Creel census 
figures show that they make 
up the largest percentage 
of fish caught and fish kept 
by stream fishermen in the 
Ozarks. Missouri fisheries 
people once kept track of 
the fish coming out of the 
Big Piney, Current, Nian-
gua, Huzzah and Courtois 
and they figured goggle-eye 
made up 25 to 35 percent of 
the fish caught and kept. It 
is likely they overlooked the 
green sunfish caught when 
they did that survey. Green 
Sunfish most likely are caught 
at a very high rate, but not 
often kept. Biologists from 
that long-ago time also did a 
study of growth rates, which 
showed that rock bass on 
the Black and Jacks Fork 
Rivers were three years old 
when they reach six inches 
in length. But at Bennett 
Springs, next to the Niangua 
River, they were six inches 
long at two years. Three-year-
old goggle-eye there were 
about eight inches long. Elev-
en-inch fish (a real rarity even 
then) from the same waters 
were seven years old.

Rock bass will quite 
commonly reach a weight of 
one-half to three-fourths of 
a pound in the Ozarks. And 
goggle-eye of one-and-a- 
half pounds can be seen on 
occasion. A heavier fish in the 
Ozarks is a true lunker, in the 
same realm as a five-pound 
smallmouth or a ten-pound 
largemouth

I know of a two-pound rock 
bass taken from the Big Piney 
River right at the mouth of 
Hog Creek back in the early 
‘60s. My Uncle was fishing 
just after dark in a deep 

hole with a jitterbug, trying 
to catch a big smallmouth. 
That huge rock bass, which 
he landed, was the only one I 
ever knew to hit a jitterbug at 
night.       

That’s one thing that really 
stands out to me in the years 
of river fishing I’ve done. If 
you want to catch rock bass, 
fish the bottom, use small 
lures, and fish slow. Despite 
the things I’ve read about 
rock bass hitting flies cast by 
fly-fishermen, I’ve seldom 
seen them come up after any-
thing on top.

When I was a boy and Dad 
and I floated the Big Piney 
and Little Piney Rivers in 
April, we had the best lure 
I’ve ever seen for goggle-eye. 
A man named Art Varner 
from Salem, Missouri, made 
a small spinnerbait called 
a shimmy fly. These lures, 
one-eight and one-fourth 
ounce had lead heads and 
honeybee yellow and black 
or yellow and brown bodies, 
with brown or black squirrel 
hair tied over them. The small 
offset spinner rode just above 
the body, and we’d dress this 
up with a split white pork 
rind fly strip.

When shimmy flies became 
hard to find, beetle spins be-
gan to appear, and now there 
are a variety of plastic lures 
on the same type of spinners, 
which are very effective for 

rock bass.
The colors don’t make a 

great deal of difference. 
Of course, natural-bait fish-

ermen will tell you nothing 
will beat a night crawler, and 
that is indeed a favorite of 
rock bass in the summer. 

In the spring, they may 
spawn just below a swift shoal 
in water as shallow as three 
feet. In April and May, there’s 
no problem catching them 
during the day. In fact, when 
they are preparing to spawn 
in the spring, you may catch 
a dozen or so rock bass in 
one spot, any time of the day. 
In June they begin to spread 
out, seek deeper water, and 
feed well at night going to the 
deepest water and coming 
out at dusk.  If you like to fish 
with night crawlers after dark 
in a deep river eddy, you will 
find that they are a bit noctur-
nal then.

The rock bass does indeed 
love rocks, but some of the 
best fishing I’ve had with 
minnows and night crawlers 
has been around large root 
wads of fallen trees washed 
into deep water any time of 
the year, any time of the day. 
They love a big submerged 
root wad just as much as a big 
rock.

Something else I’ve noticed 
about rock bass in the Ozarks, 
is that they seem to go on 
feeding binges when a heavy 
rain muddies the stream and 
creates a small rise. Some-
times during a rise, they 

move into areas of sand or 
gravel substrate where they 
normally wouldn’t be found. 
Years ago, when there was 
a slow rise in the river, and 
murky water coming with it, 
I would go to some favorite 
spots and catch lots of rock 
bass on nightcrawlers, along 
with bass, green sunfish, and 
suckers.

I seldom fish for them 
today, as upper reaches of 
Ozarks streams have be-
come shallow, and the rocks 
I once fished are becoming 
covered with silt and gravel. 
Progress…land clearing and 
erosion! But last spring I 
made a trip on the lower Big 
Piney with old-time riverman 
and fishing guide, Charlie 
Curran, and we found lots of 
goggle-eye to be caught on 
small rubber grubs fished 
slowly close to the bottom in 
deeper water. But 80 percent 
were less than 8 inches. In 
most streams where rocks 
are found in deeper water not 
yet filled in. Ozark goggle-eye 
can thrive, IF fishermen will 
abide by that 8-inch rule. 
They have gone through hard 
times, but anglers willing to 
return all smallmouth, and 
return any rock bass under 8 
inches, can play a big role in 
keeping rivers something like 
they were in that time long 
ago when only wooden john-
boats drifted downstream, in 
the land of brownies, black 
perch and goggle-eyes!
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Rock bass also commonly 
known as goggle-eye.
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