
The property tax climbed 
more than a mill in 1998, about 
3 mills for 2001 (to 45.198 mills) 
and 3 more mills for 2005. The 
levy climbed to 47.2 in 2013. 
Another sales tax was passed 
in 2013, reducing the property 
tax levy for the 2014 city bud-
get. This sales tax is for capital 
improvements for the fire and 
police departments but also 
aimed to fund the continuation 
of current city staffing levels, 
according to Sun archives.

The property tax levy has 
been in the low to mid-50s 
since 2015 (53.6, 53.6, 54.6, 
54.6, 54.6, 54.9, 56.6, 56.7, 58, 
59.6, 57.89 and an estimated 
57.586 mills for 2026).

The owner of a $100,000 
home paid $460.31 in property 
taxes in 1997 to support city 
operations and in 2026 will pay 
$662.24, which is the city’s ap-
proved mill levy. In that same 
time period, Kansas home val-
ues increased by 171%, accord-
ing to a report from the Kansas 
Policy Institute in February.

The city of Parsons has three 
sales taxes on the books now, 
totaling 1.5 cents per dollar. 
Each half cent sales tax gen-
erates about $1 million a year. 
The sales tax that is on the bal-
lot generated $997,000 in 2020, 
$1.03 million in 2021, $1.11 
million in 2022, $1.13 million 
in 2023, $1.01 million in 2024 
and $830,000 into early Sep-

tember, according to a city re-
port on the tax.

When adding the city’s por-
tion of the 1 cent countywide 
sales tax, sales tax collections 
for the city total about $4 mil-
lion a year, which is roughly 
17% of the city’s total budget 
authority of $23,105,896 for 
2026. Sales tax collections 
were as high as $4.9 million in 
2024, according to the city re-
port on the tax.

The combined sales taxes 
create more revenue for the city 
than property taxes. Property 
taxes are expected to generate 
around $3 million in 2026 for 
the city, according to the city’s 
budget.

Cantrell said this makes the 
sales tax vote a key to the city’s 
finances. He said losing the 
tax would be “catastrophic.” 
Without the half cent tax, the 
city would either have to raise 
the mill levy 17 to 20 mills, or 
$195 to $230 a year for residen-
tial property owners, or make 
cuts. A mill is a $1 tax for every 
$1,000 in valuation, and each 
mill raises about $60,000 in the 
city.

“It would adversely impact 
our future bond rating, result-
ing in facility closures, de-
ferred capital improvements, 
lay-offs and consolidations of 
departments that would be-
come too small to have inde-
pendent supervisors, cessation 
of demolition work, fleet defer-
ments,” he said.

“It is vital for the city to ob-
tain a renewal,” Cantrell said.
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The commission also ap-
proved a resolution for a con-
ditional use permit to allow 
the construction of a 415 foot 
communications tower at the 
southwest corner of 13000 

and Lyon roads. The tower 
will have a 10-foot lightning 
rod at the top, making the to-
tal height 425 feet. The action 
followed a public hearing.

The land is zoned A1 ag-
ricultural and the permit was 
required by the county’s zon-
ing regulations.
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St. Patrick Catholic 
School in Parsons fin-
ished first in the state 
Prodigy math com-
petition and will ad-
vance to the national 
contest in May.

St. Patrick competed 
in the Heroic division, 
which is for schools of 
100 to 200 students. 
St. Patrick has 77 stu-
dents. Parsons Middle 
School finished fourth 
in the same level and 
will be among the five 
schools in the state in 
Heroic division to ad-
vance to nationals.

St. Patrick recog-
nized the students’ ef-
forts in a presentation 
on Thursday, Oct. 2. 
The sixth grade class 
was recognized for 
finishing first in the 
school.

Prodigy sets three 
levels for competing 
schools depending 
on the number of stu-
dents. St. Pat’s was 
in the Heroic level. 
Schools in the Myth-
ical level have 250 
to 500 students and 
schools in the Titan 
level have 500 stu-
dents or more.

St. Patrick Principal 
Mike Carson said St. 
Patrick students an-
swered 22,859 math 
questions correctly 
between Sept. 15 and 
Sept. 30. The sixth 
grade as a class an-
swered 5,111 questions 
correctly, the most 
answered questions 
among grades in the 
school, Carson said.

Carson noted that 
St. Patrick would have 
won the Mythical lev-
el in Kansas as well 
given the number of 
correct answers.

‘Pretty amazing.” 
Carson said nationals 
will be in May and the 
school has a number 
of events planned to 
boost student morale. 
“The kids worked re-
ally, really hard.

“We have amazing 
staff. Amazing teach-
ers and amazing stu-
dents. They’re all the 
best,” Carson said.

Veronica Polak, the 
sixth grade teacher at 
St. Patrick, said stu-
dents who competed in 
Prodigy did so in their 
free time. No class 
time was dedicated to 
the competition in the 

15 days that the school 
participated.

At the assembly, 
teachers and Carson 
recognized the top 
five students who an-
swered the most math 
questions correctly in 
the contest.

The top five were:
— Fifth place: Gabe 

Ridgeway, a third 
grader who answered 
675 questions.

— Fourth: Mila 
Sharp, a second grad-
er, who answered 823 
questions.

— Third: Hannah 
Schibi, a sixth grad-
er, who answered 900 
questions.

— Second: Brooks 
Myers, a first grader, 
who answered 1,119 
questions.

— First: Corbin 

Myers, sixth grader, 
who answered 1,143 
questions.

Polak is in her 
third year of teaching 
at St. Patrick. She’s 
also taught at Labette 
Community College 
and Corpus Chris-
ti Catholic School in 
Lawrence.

She said Prodigy 
tailors the math ques-
tions to the student’s 
grade level. The on-
line game is similar 
to a quest game for 
the students and can 
be competitive. Cor-
rect answers allow the 
student’s chosen char-
acter to level up in the 
game.

She said her class of 
10 kids was focused. 
She attributes their 
success in the contest 

to their drive.
“And they’re com-

petitive. They’re very 
competitive,” Polak 
said.

She attributed their 
finishing first in the 
school to the teach-
ers before her and the 
school’s curriculum.

“I think it’s an 
amazing tribute to 
what our students are 
capable of,” she said.

The Rev. Nic Jur-
gensmeyer of St. Pat-
rick Catholic Church 
told students he was 
proud of their accom-
plishment.

 “That’s incredi-
ble. I think we can 
beat even the biggest 
schools. I think you 
guys are that good,” 
Jurgensmeyer told the 
students.

St. Patrick School moves on to national math contest

Ray Nolting | Sun photo 

St. Patrick Catholic School in Parsons finished first in the state Prodigy math competition. 
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DON’T LET YOUR DREAMSDON’T LET YOUR DREAMS
GO UP IN SMOKE...GO UP IN SMOKE...

PRATICE FIRE SAFETY!PRATICE FIRE SAFETY!

WE SUPPORT OURWE SUPPORT OUR
FIREFIGHTERS!FIREFIGHTERS!

Believe, Achieve, Succeed!Believe, Achieve, Succeed!

USD 504
OSWEGO IT ONLY TAKES IT ONLY TAKES 

A SPARK...A SPARK...

PRACTICE FIRE PRACTICE FIRE 
SAFETY!!!SAFETY!!!

Make sure you have working smoke Make sure you have working smoke 
alarms on every level of your home and alarms on every level of your home and 
near sleeping areas. Test them monthly near sleeping areas. Test them monthly 
and replace the batteries twice a year, and replace the batteries twice a year, 

or replace the unit every 10 years. or replace the unit every 10 years. 

3113 Main St., Parsons, KS, 675373113 Main St., Parsons, KS, 67537
620-421-5440620-421-5440

Install & Maintain Smoke DetectorsInstall & Maintain Smoke Detectors

Par Forms
P R I N T I N G I N CP R I N T I N G I N C

Affordable, Fast and 
Friendly Service for 

over 55 years!

Affordable, Fast and 
Friendly Service for 

over 55 years!

A trusted source for all 
your printing needs!

A trusted source for all 
your printing needs!

Since 1967

dnelson@parforms.com • (620) 421-0970 • (800) 752-3676
1716 Corning Ave • Parsons KS

Stephanie Tuggle 
Realtor Consultant 
(620) 778-3469 | stephanietuggle@kw.com

Teach children that matches and 
lighters are not toys and should be 
stored securely out of their reach. 
Ensure kids know how to “stop, drop, 
and roll” if their clothing catches fire.

ENFORCE FIRE SAFETY WITH CHILDREN. ENFORCE FIRE SAFETY WITH CHILDREN. 

709 Leawood Drive 709 Leawood Drive 
Parsons, KSParsons, KS

Phone: 620-421-1110Phone: 620-421-1110
www.good-sam.comwww.good-sam.com

In Christ’s Love, In Christ’s Love, 
Everyone Is Someone.Everyone Is Someone.

Fire Prevention Tip:Fire Prevention Tip:
Store combustible materials Store combustible materials 
in open areas away from in open areas away from 

heat sources. heat sources. 
Place rags used to apply Place rags used to apply 

flammable household flammable household 
chemicals in metal chemicals in metal 

containers with containers with 
tight-fitting lids.tight-fitting lids.

3410 Grand Ave • Parsons
620-421-4780

DOYLE GLASS CO., DOYLE GLASS CO., llcllc
“Give us your next break!”“Give us your next break!”

KNOW YOUR EXIT ROUTES:
In case of a fire, stay low to the 
ground, crawl to safety, and get out 
of the house immediately. 

Diamond H Ranch | (620)717-3013

Fire Safety Tip for Fire Safety Tip for 
Ranchers and Farmers:Ranchers and Farmers:

 Setting boundaries, “back  Setting boundaries, “back 
burning” and keeping the fire off burning” and keeping the fire off 

of fence rows will prevent of fence rows will prevent 
out-of-control burns.out-of-control burns.620-423-0314

330 N. 16th,
Parsons, KS

www.mybankcnb.com

HAVE A PLAN AND PRACTICE: HAVE A PLAN AND PRACTICE: 
Conduct fire drills twice a year to ensure Conduct fire drills twice a year to ensure 
everyone can escape quickly and safely.everyone can escape quickly and safely.

USE APPLIANCES SAFELYUSE APPLIANCES SAFELY
Don’t overloaD extension corDs, anD consiDer them temporary, not Don’t overloaD extension corDs, anD consiDer them temporary, not 

permanent fixtures. unplug small appliances when they’re not in use. permanent fixtures. unplug small appliances when they’re not in use. 


