OFFICIAL

Publication for Wyandotte County

/he

W

A,

Volume XLIII

24 Pages

7

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2025

Price 25 Cents

Number 17

Popular Sunflower Summer Program Returning for Another Summer

TOPEKA - Lieutenant
Governor and Secretary of
Commerce David Toland
announced that the popular
Sunflower Summer program,
which encourages young Kan-
sans to explore and fall in love
with Kansas, will return this
summer. Designed for Kansas
residents and families with
school-aged children from
Pre-K to Grade 12, Sunflower
Summer will run from July 12
to August 3.

“The Sunflower Summer

initiative is a great opportunity
for our young and growing
Kansans to explore all the
things that make our state
great,” Lieutenant Governor
and Secretary of Commerce
David Toland said. “While
encouraging exploration, the
program also drives tourism,
ushering in new dollars and
new memories for families
and communities alike.”
The program covers admis-
sion costs for eligible students
and one adult guardian per

attraction, per season. Tickets
can be claimed through the
free Sunflower Summer app
and are later redeemed at the
participating venues upon
arrival.

“This program is a won-
derful opportunity for Kan-
sas attractions to welcome
families from across the
state,” Kansas Tourism Di-
rector Bridgette Jobe said.
“Sunflower Summer not only
provides free admission to
incredible destinations, but it
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also strengthens communities
by making family adventures
more accessible and extends
the length of their vacations.”

Kansas Tourism is en-
couraging eligible tourism
attractions to apply to be part
ofthis year’s Sunflower Sum-
mer season. The application
for attractions opens April 15
and will remain open through
April 30. Participating attrac-
tions will be announced in
early June.

Sunflower Summer has
updated venue participation
requirements and reimburse-
ment guidelines for the 2025
season. Forimportantupdates,
the attraction application and
additional information, visit
the program webpage here.

About the Kansas Depart-
ment of Commerce:

As the state’s lead eco-
nomic development agency,

the Kansas Department of
Commercestrives toempower
individuals, businesses and
communities to achieve pros-
perity in Kansas. Commerce
accomplishes its mission by
developing relationships with
corporations, site location
consultants and stakeholders
in Kansas, the nation and
world. Ourstrong partnerships
allow us to help create an en-
vironment for existing Kansas
businesses to grow and foster
an innovative, competitive
landscape for new businesses.
Through Commerce’s proj-
ect successes, Kansas was
awarded Area Development
Magazine’s prestigious Gold
Shovel award in 2021, 2022,
2023 and 2024, and was
awarded the 2021 and 2022
Governor’s Cup by Site Se-
lection Magazine.
About Kansas Tourism:

The mission of Kansas
Tourism is to inspire travel
to and throughout Kansas to
maximize the positive im-
pacts that tourism has on our
state and local communities.
Kansas Tourism works hand
in hand with other Commerce
community programs to ele-
vate and promote Kansas as
a tourist destination. Kansas
Tourism oversees all tourism
marketingand PR for the state,
produces travel publications
and advertising, manages state
Travel Information Centers,
manages both the Kansas
By-ways program and the
Kansas Agritourism program,
approves tourist signage
applications, produces the
KANSAS! Magazine, and
provides financial and educa-
tional support to the tourism
industry in Kansas through
grants, education and support.

UG to Host Community “DotteTalk”

Budget Conversation

KANSAS CITY, KS - As the 2026 budget process is underway, the Unified Government
of Wyandotte County and Kansas City, Kansas (UG) is excited to invite community mem-
bers to the upcoming “DotteTalk” budget conversation on Wednesday, April 30, 2025, from

6:00 PM to 7:30 PM.

The UG Budget, Strategy, and Research Team will host this community conversation in
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collaboration with various UG departments at the Kansas City, Kansas Technical Educa-
tion Center (KCKCC TEC) at 6565 State Avenue, KCK, KS 66104, to address community
members’ questions and concerns regarding the 2026 budget process and priorities.

“A key component of the Unified Government’s 2026 budget process centers directly
around listening to our community members to fully understand and address their questions
and concerns,” said Budget Director Reginald Lindsey. “As we continue to engage with the
UG Commission through various budget workshops, we will continue to use the feedback
gathered, this year’s community survey data and input from the upcoming DotteTalk to
inform the Commission of community needs and concerns.”

The DotteTalk will include a presentation by the UG Budget Leadership on the financial
status for both city and county services, including current spending, debt obligations and
strategy, revenue, and various challenges currently being faced.

Community members are encouraged to weigh in on various options for helping the UG
balance the budget as required by state law, in addition to learn about the 2025 Commission
priorities: improving infrastructure; fostering economic development; enhancing customer
service and communication; and upholding fiscal sustainability.



