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CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS
Biographical information from August 15 is from Encyclopaedia

Britannica. Explore more at britannica.com.
Jennifer Lawrence, American actress (b. 1990).
Ben Affleck, American actor, writer, and director (b. 1972).
Melinda Gates, American businesswoman and philanthropist (b.

1964).
Napoleon I, emperor of France (b. 1769).

BIRTHDAYS: AUGUST 15

Marsh’s Sun Fresh in
Westport has been pur-
chased by Cosentino’s
Food Stores.
The grocery store at

4001 Mill St. will close at
7 p.m. Wednesday and
reopen at 8 a.m. Thursday
under Cosentino’s owner-
ship, according to a press
release.
The store will keep its

employees while making
some minor updates to
lighting and other equip-
ment, as well as the addi-
tion of a drive-thru phar-
macy.
“Congratulations to the

Marsh family for their
years of service to West-
port and the surrounding
communities,” John Co-
sentino, owner and vice
president, said in the re-
lease. “As a family-owned
company, we are excited
to be a part of the West-
port community.”
Melinda Tiemeyer, a

spokeswoman for the
company, said the plan for
now is for the store to
remain a Sun Fresh.
Cosentino’s owns 32

stores in the area under
the brands Price Chopper,
Apple Market, Sun Fresh
and Cosentino’s Market.
New Mark Sun Fresh at

10225 N. Oak Trafficway
and Cosentino’s Sun Fresh
at 18001 E. Highway 24 in
Independence are also
Cosentino’s brands.
Another Sun Fresh

closed on Kansas City’s
East Side yesterday at
3110 Wabash Ave., despite
millions of dollars from
the city. That store was
owned by Community
Builders Kansas City.
A Balls Food Stores-

owned Price Chopper is
closing in Overland Park
at 7000 W. 75th St. Mean-
while, a developer wants
to build a new Costco in
Lee’s Summit near U.S.
Highway 50 and Missouri
Route 291.
The Westport Sun Fresh

has been open at that spot
since around 1996, ac-
cording to The Star’s ar-
chives.
It moved into the newly

built shopping center from
the Old Westport Shop-
ping Center at Westport
Road and Southwest Traf-
ficway.
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Marsh’s Sun Fresh in Westport has been purchased by
Cosentino’s.

Well-known local
operators taking
over this longtime
Kansas City
grocery store
BY JENNA THOMPSON
jthompson@kcstar.com

The Legends Outlets
Kansas City is gaining two
new footwear brands.
Crocs is coming to 1843

Village West Parkway
Suite C-115 in Kansas City,
Kansas.HeyDude will
open next door at C-113.
A grand opening for

HeyDude is scheduled for
Friday, with Crocs follow-
ing suit Sept. 5.
Colorful clog brand

Crocs was founded in
2002 and has since sold
more than 350 million
pairs across 90 countries.
In 2022, Crocs acquired

slip-on shoe brand Hey-

Dude for $2.5 billion.
HeyDude was founded in
Italy in 2008.
Meanwhile, two new

entertainment concepts
are coming to the KCK
mall.
Go-kart facility K1

Speed is coming to The
Legends in summer 2026
at North 98th Street and
State Avenue. Interactive
art exhibit Atlas9 is open-
ing in the area this fall at
1100 N. 98th St.
In June, Margaritaville

Hotel also opened in the
area at 1491 N. 98th Ter-
race.
Other tenants at The

Legends include Coach,
AMC and Dave & Busters.

Kansas City area outlet
mall is adding two
new footwear stores
BY JENNA THOMPSON
jthompson@kcstar.com

home,’ and I keep reading
that message,” she said
through sobs, adding she
regrets letting her stay.
Preliminary evidence

indicated Traelynn was
inside the home when
gunfire from one or more
people outside struck her,
according to police. No
suspect had been named
by police as of Wednesday
afternoon.

AN ARTIST AND
ASPIRING BEAUTICIAN
From the age of three,

Traelynn was painting and
snipping her own hair,
sparking her love for cos-
motology, her mother
said.
“I caught her one time

when she was three,”
O’Dell said. “Her grand-
mother had bought her
finger nail polish for her
third birthday... It was
meant for me to put on her,
but she got a hold of it and
had done her own toes.”
As she got older, Trae-

lynn started painting va-
rious designs and portraits
on nails. She also devel-
oped her passion for hair,
and would get together
with her friends to do each
other’s hair and nails.
“She had really beauti-

ful curly hair. She was just
happy, fully of energy,
bubbly, smart, sweet. A
blessing,” O’Dell said.
Aside from cosmetol-

ogy, Traelynn loved to
dance, and had been in-
volved with cheerleading
through the school since
7th grade.
“She was a light, she

was a light in our life. She
was so much personality
in one little person,”
O’Dell said. “...the impact
of losing her, our family is
broken right now. This is
horrible.”

‘I CANNOT BELIEVE
THAT THIS HAPPENED’
O’Dell was still awake

when she got a random
Facebook call from some-
one around 1 a.m. Think-
ing it was strange, she
attempted to call her
daughter, but got no an-
swer. Knowing her daugh-
ter was out and given the
time, she decided to ask
the person who they were.
“I asked, who is this to

the person calling me, and
they said, ‘It’s about Trae-
lynn, I need you to call
me,’” O’Dell said.
On the line was the aunt

of one of the girls who was
in the home. The aunt
explained Traelynn had
been killed. O’Dell
screamed, and said she
continued screaming for
hours.
O’Dell said her family

lives in the Grandview and
Belton area for the most
part, and that though she
knew where Traelynn was,
it was not an area she was
particularly familiar with.
Traelynn had assured her
mother she was in a safe
home. But O’Dell said had
she have known there was
any potential for danger,
she would’ve picked her
right up.
“She’s not normally in

that area,” she said. “It
isn’t normal for her. “

Neighbors on Norton
Avenue said there had
been a shooting at the
same home weeks before
Traelynn was killed. Alay-
na Gonzalez, spokes-
person for the Kansas City
Police Department, said
police didn’t receive addi-
tional calls for shootings
to that address, but did
say there was a call for
sound of shots on July 30
at the residence, but that
there were no indications
later it was a shooting.
“I don’t believe that girl

who had passed away had
anything to do with it,”
said Shahn Johnson, who
lives across the street. “I
just think that she was in
the wrong place at the
wrong time.”
O’Dell had always been

hyper aware of her daugh-
ter, never allowing her to
be outside walking by
herself and always keep-
ing tabs on her location.
All in effort to prevent
Traelynn from going mis-
sing like O’Dell’s cousin,
Jody Ledkins.
Jody, then 14, was last

seen on May 23, 1985,
walking northbound on
Winchester from 14th
Street, according to the
Kansas City Police Depart-
ment’s unsolved missing
person’s page. Police sus-
pect foul play.
“I was brought up and

my dad was so strict about
it because of her. So he
was extremely strict on
me not being out past dark
and things like that be-
cause of her. So it’s like, it
kind of like trickled down,
because of that. It made
me super paranoid,”
O’Dell said.
”I would never have her

be in this kind of situation.

I cannot believe that this
happened,” she said.
Funeral plans have yet

to be finalized, but O’Dell
is planning on having a
celebration of life with a
butterfly release, likely in
Grandview. She also hopes
to start a fund on Venmo,
where people can donate
money to buy billboards
with Traelynn’s face on it,
bringing attention to prob-
lems with gun violence.
“I want everyone to see

how tragic it is when you
lose a child to gun vio-
lence. I mean, it’s not like
anything that you could
ever feel in your whole
life,” O’Dell said. “She
was taken violently. She
was so sweet. She did not
deserve this. She wouldn’t
have done anything for
anybody. She was sweet,
beautiful soul.”
Rosilyn Temple, foun-

der of Mothers in Charge,
a group that works with
police to provide trauma
informed crisis informa-
tion to families, went and
visited O’Dell the day
after Traelynn was killed
to bring her comfort and
answer questions. She
describes it as the mothers
being a part of a group
they never asked to join.
“She was a young, 16-

year-old still in school.
And we would never know
what her potentials would
have been. The communi-
ty has to step up and get
these people off the
streets.”
Alayna Gonzalez,

spokesperson for the Kan-
sas City Police Depart-
ment, said Wednesday
afternoon that detectives
are making progress iden-
tifying a person of in-
terest.
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50 vendors inside, with
room for another 50 out-
side. The 17,000-square-
foot pavilion will allow the
city to extend the farmers
market season into the
colder months. Its 10
garage-style doors open to
a spacious lawn area out
front.
Arches and sculptures

surround the area and
light up at night in a sec-
tion that Baird calls the
“wicket garden.”
“We’re trying to create

a space that you really
can’t get anywhere else in

the Midwest,” he said.
“An inviting, welcoming
atmosphere in a park-like
environment.”
The space aims to host

various music and arts
events.

LEE’S SUMMIT’S
DOWNTOWN AS A
‘REGIONAL
DESTINATION’
Though the project’s

initial planning phases
began years before, voters
approved a $600,000
bond for the project in
2013.

The grand total ulti-
mately tallied up to $43
million, Baird said.
“I know that’s a large

number … we’ve had years
and years to work on
this,” he said. “We have
multiple funding sources.”
The change in Lee’s

Summit’s farmers market
space further speaks to the
city’s growth over the
years. Baird said he’s
begun to see the down-
town area as a popular
spot for young profession-
als.
As more developments

pop up around the city —
including Discovery Park
and Streets of West Pryor
— Baird believes the city
will become a place to
visit.
“This is going to make

us a regional destination,
our downtown that is,” he
said. “Because you’ll want
to go experience it at least
once, and then when you
do, I think you’ll want to

come back.”

OPENING EVENTS AT
GREEN STREET MARKET
Opening weekend will

kick off with a ribbon
cutting ceremony on Aug.
15 at 6 p.m., featuring
food trucks and live mu-
sic.
The farmers market will

open at the space the next
day from 8 a.m. to noon.
On Sunday, yoga and
pilates classes, yard games
and more will be avail-
able.
For the weekend’s full

schedule, visit the devel-
opment’s website at
cityofls.net/green-street.
Meanwhile, Overland

Park is redoing its down-
town farmers market
space, which will also
feature an indoor-outdoor
pavilion. The new Over-
land Park Farmers Market
hopes to open by spring
2026.

EMILY CURIEL ecuriel@kcstar.com

Green Street features an inclusive playground.
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