St. Francis journalists win 19 awards, three state sweepstakes titles

BY KAREN KNAUER
HIGH PLAINS NEWS

St. Francis High
School journalism stu-
dents brought home 19
awards from the 2026
KSPA State Journalism
Contest, where about
250 entries from across
Kansas competed in 28
categories.

Students in Mrs.
Dankenbring’s journal-
ism class also helped
the school win Class 1A
sweepstakes titles in
design, multimedia and
writing.

Students placing
first through sixth will
receive certificates,
while those placing
first through third will
receive medals in addi-
tion to their certificates.

Madison Siegfried
said she enjoyed working
on the yearbook theme
entry with her friend,
Audrina Fernandez.
Their prompt asked them
to imagine they were
members of the year-
book staff at Sunflower
High School and design
a cover for the yearbook.
They chose the theme,
“It’s Your Turn.”

In the yearbook
copywriting contest,
Madison had to write a
story for the same fic-
tional yearbook. The
prompt involved a school
receiving funds to pur-
chase a new mascot

St. Francis High School journalism students earned 19
awards at the 2026 KSPA State Journalism Contest. Pictured
are, from left, back row: Sammilo Wiegers, Bella Bandel,
Rachel Knauer, Andrew Andrist, Mason Rieger, Nina Martin
and Dailey Rose; middle row: adviser Mrs. Dankenbring,
Camille Luncsford, Brecken Tiegs, Alek Ramirez, Cheyenne
LaBarge, Paola Ramirez and Maci Workman; front row:
Madison Siegfried, Presley Myers, Marcy Moberly, Breck
Lohr, Kaylee Doyle and Audrina Fernandez. Not pictured:
Brayden Helton. Photo by Kaptured by Krissy

The details helped stu-
dents add depth and
accuracy to their work.
Participants had 65 min-
utes to complete the task
under supervision.
Rachel Knauer sub-
mitted an editorial
cartoon. The prompt
asked students to

costume to replace an
old one that was worn
down and deteriorating.

KSPA provided stu-
dents with information
to use in their entries,
including student inter-
views, basketball game
details and the name of
a custom mascot store.
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There are over

National Hospital Week:
May 10-16, 2026
“Healing Happens Here"

hospitals in the United States. There are
122 community hospitals in Kansas and
82 of them are Critical Access Hospitals.

The care they provide for patients is
critical and often extends beyond the
four walls of the hospital. Community
hospitals provide 24/7/365 access to
needed medical care, support unmet
community health needs, create jobs
and support the local economy.

SF Senior Menu
May 19-22

May 19
Tuesday - Lasagna, Italian blend
egetables, garlic bread and peach

cobler
May 21
Thursday Sausage gravy
.. potatoes O’Brien, mixed
egetables, biscuit and pineapple
May22

Friday:- Chicken strips, mashed
potatoes & gravy, catalina blend
egetables, bread and peaches

Please call 785-332-2945 by
noon the day prior to reserve your
meal.
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Francis entries earning recognition included fifth place in
yearbook theme and graphics by Audrina Fernandez and
Madison Siegdfried; sixth place in sports media photogra-
phy by Presley Myers; and first- and second-place editorial
cartoons by Rachel Knauer and Nina Martin. Submitted
photo
create an editorial car- staff editorial in the
toon to accompany a Sunflower High School

ATTENTION
The St. Francis V.E.W. Post 1528 will be having a
Memorial Day Service on Monday, May 25. The
program will start at 10 a.m. at the St. Francis
Cemetery and is open to everyone. Please come
and honor our veterans.
-Bill Dungan
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Bird City / Cheylin
Alumni Banquet

Saturday, May 23, 2026

Bird City American Legion

Doors open at 5 p.m.
Banauet to begin at 6 p.m.
Tickets are $30.00

Mail payment to:
Bird City Century Il
PO Box 174, Bird City, KS 67731
checks payable to Bird City Alumni
(785) 332-4916

newspaper. The edito-
rial was critical of the
increasing number of
smoke shops opening
near the school.

Rachel approached the
cartoon with the idea,
“If you can see them,
they can definitely see
you.” She said her favor-
ite part was adding small
details, including using
a vape device for the “I”
in the outside banner
and adding a tiny buf-
falo on the school bus.

St. Francis results
included: Rachel
Knauer, first, editorial
cartoon; Nina Martin,
second, editorial car-
toon; Audrina Fernandez
and Madison Siegfried,
fifth, yearbook theme
and graphics; Madison
Siegfried, sixth, social
media; Maci Workman
and Dailey Rose, first,
multimedia storytell-
ing; Kaylee Doyle, third,
multimedia storytelling;
Bella Bandel, Sammido
Wiegers and Mason
Rieger, first, wvideo
PSA; Brecken Tiegs
and Andrew Andrist,
third, video PSA;
Audrina Fernandez,
Marcy Moberly and
Paola Ramirez, fourth,
video story package;
Dailey Rose, Maci
Workman and Cheyenne
LaBarge, sixth, video
story package; Presley
Myers, sixth, sports
media photography;
Alek Ramirez, fifth,
copyediting; Brayden
Helton, third, editorial

writing; Bella Bandel,
sixth, feature writing;
Camille Luncsford,
fourth, news writing;
Presley Myers, fifth,
newspaper sports writ-
ing; Camille Luncsford,
third, review writing;
Madison Siegfried,
third, yearbook copy-
writing; and Breck
Lohr, sixth, yearbook
sports writing.
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Destry Jackson (Oberlin)
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Leave the
driving to us...

Call 785-772-1053
Cheyenne County Transportation Program
* Medical Appointments

“First come, first serve” basis with no special
designations for priority trips such as medical or other
appointments.

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. -5 p.m.
except county holidays
Call 785-772-1053 to schedule a ride 1 day in advance
www.cncoks.us/rides
** FREE rides within Cheyenne County **
Call for rates to travel outside of Cheyenne County
This project is funded in part by the KDOT Public Transit Program

Andrea Bassett,, Deb Simon,
Leo Benitez, George D’Annunzio

GOODLAND:
104 W. US Hwy. 24
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149 S. Penn Avenue
Oberlin, KS 67749
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EDITORIAL POLICIES & DEADLINES: High Plains
News strongly encourages readers to submit content for
consideration. Submissions should be clearly labeled in
the header of the e-mail: LETTER, PRESS RELEASE,
EVENT, NEWS, STORY IDEA, CREATIVE, ETC. we

also welcome FEEDBACK on coverage. Please include

your full name, town of residence, and phone number.
Deadline is Friday 12 p.m. MT prior to the following
edition.

LETTERS: We publish selected letters relevant to local
topics of interest. We encourage respectful discourse and
adherence to a length of 300 words or less. Repeated let-
ters from the same source will not be prioritized.

items in our coverage.

PRESS RELEASES: All press releases received by the
content deadline are considered for inclusion in news and
events section. We make every effort to include these

FINE PRINT: Copyright © 2026; written permis-
sion required for reprint or reuse. High Plains News is

not responsible for advertising errors or omissions, or
views expressed by advertisers. Published Wednesdays.
Periodical postage paid at Goodland and other offices.

POSTMASTER: Send corrections to High Plains News
at 104 W. US Hwy. 24, Goodland, KS 67735. Qualified as
a legal newspaper. Proud to be the official newspaper
for Sherman County, Thomas County, Cheyenne County,

Rawlins County, Decatur County and Norton County.
ADVERTISING DEADLINE:

Friday 12 p.m. MT

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Annual subscription rate will be
honored through May 2026, $84.00.
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