
because Jesus is a king rid-
ing a donkey, not the mag-
nificent steed one would 
expect of a king. Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, not in 
power, but in humility. He 
came riding on a donkey, 
bringing peace, not war, 
love, not judgment.  

The people laid their 
cloaks and palm branches 
on the ground ahead of His 
entry, much like a royal 
procession. They showed 
submission, recognizing 
Jesus as King. They sang 
“Hosanna” because it was 
a customary pilgrim song 
as they entered Jerusalem 
and because they recog-
nized Jesus as the Messiah.

The liturgy continued 
with the Passion from Mat-
thew 26:14-27:66, which 
we re-enact in our ser-
vices through Holy Week, 
a journey of love, sacrifice, 
and hope. From celebra-
tion to betrayal, from suf-
fering to silence, from the 
cross to the empty tomb...
God was working even 
when it didn’t look like it. 

When the people chose 
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See SACRED, 14A

Sacred Heart 
Church in Plainville

“Hosanna to the Son of 
David!”

Palm Sunday marked 
the beginning of Holy 
Week, the reliving of the 
final seven days of Jesus' 
earthly ministry. On this 
day, we recall the trium-
phal entry of the Messiah 
into Jerusalem to accom-
plish the Paschal Mystery: 
His Passion, death, burial, 
and resurrection for the 
salvation of all mankind. 

Sunday's liturgy began 
with a procession with 
palms to remind us of 
Jesus’ triumphal entrance 
into Jerusalem. Jesus rode 
into the city on a donkey as 
the crowd laid their cloaks 
and palm branches on the 
road before Him, shout-
ing, "Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of 
the Lord: Hosanna in the 
highest!"

His entry on a donkey 
sets Jesus apart from all 
the other pilgrims walk-
ing into Jerusalem for the 
Passover. It is a royal entry, 
but also a humble entry 

First Christian 
Church of Plainville

First Christian Church 
welcomed Aaron Cun-
ningham this Palm Sun-
day to deliver a message 
of hope and deliverance 
leading into Easter Sun-
day. The message focused 
on the trial of Jesus in Luke 
23 before his crucifixion.

Jesus’ trial was actually 
a series of hearings, care-
fully controlled to accom-
plish the death of Jesus. 
The verdict was prede-
cided, but certain “legal” 
procedures were neces-
sary. A lot of effort went 
into condemning and cru-
cifying an innocent man. 
Jesus went through an 
unfair trial in our place so 
that we would not have to 
face a fair trial and receive 
the well-deserved punish-
ment for our sins.

Aaron focused his mes-
sage on the Roman gov-
ernor of Judea, who was 
Pontius Pilate. When the 
Jewish leaders had Jesus in 
their power and wanted to 
kill him, they had to obtain 
Pilate’s permission. So it 
happened that early morn-

ing, Pilate found a crowd 
at this door demanding a 
man’s death.

Pilate’s relationship 
with the Jews had always 
been stormy. His Roman 
toughness and fairness 
had been weakened by 
cynicism, compromises, 
and mistakes. On several 
occasions, his actions had 
deeply offended the reli-
gious leaders. Jesus’ pend-
ing trial was just another 
episode in Pilate’s ongoing 
problems.

The Jewish leaders had 
to fabricate new accusa-
tions against Jesus when 
they brought him before 
Pilate. The charge of blas-
phemy would mean noth-
ing to the Roman gover-
nor, so they accused Jesus 
of three other crimes: (1) 
encouraging the people 
not to pay their taxes to 
Rome, (2) claiming he was 
a king—”King of the Jews,” 
and (3) causing riots all 
over the countryside.  Tax 
evasion, treason, and ter-
rorism—all these would 
be cause for Pilate’s con-

See CHRISTIAN, 14A

United Methodist 
Church of Plainville

How Do You Receive 
Jesus When He Enters Your 
Life? Matthew 21:1-11

Jesus’ entrance into 
Jerusalem occurred 
during Passover, a Jewish 
national festival, when the 
city was crowded with pil-
grims. This was not a sud-
den decision; rather, Jesus 
deliberately arranged 
His entry in advance. He 
chose a moment when the 
city was filled with people 
whose hearts were stirred 
with religious expectation.

The time had come for 
Him to present Himself as 
King. He sent two of His 
disciples into a nearby vil-
lage to obtain a donkey 
and a colt. He instructed 
them that if anyone ques-
tioned them, they were to 
say, “The Master needs 
them.” The owner imme-
diately allowed them to be 
taken. Jesus then rode the 
colt, which had never been 
ridden before, emphasiz-
ing the sacredness of the 
occasion.

Before considering the 
people’s response to Jesus’ 

entrance, let us first reflect 
on two things about Jesus. 
First, He demonstrated 
courage. He knew He was 
entering a hostile city. The 
Jewish authorities hated 
Him, and He was aware 
that He would soon die. Yet 
instead of acting with cau-
tion, He entered Jerusalem 
in a way that deliberately 
placed Him at the center of 
attention. Nothing could 
turn Him away from His 
path of perfect submission 
to the One who had sent 
Him. In the same way, we 
must be courageous in ful-
filling God's will.

Second, Jesus showed 
that His kingship is char-
acterized by peace rather 
than earthly power. He 
came humbly, riding on 
a colt. In those times, a 
king who rode on a don-
key signified that he came 
in peace, whereas one who 
rode on a horse signified 
war. Jesus did not come 
to destroy, but to love; not 
to condemn, but to save; 
not with force of arms, but 
with the strength of love.

See METHODIST, 14A

First Southern 
Baptist Church of Plainville

Palm Sunday" was the 
message taken from John 
12:12-19. The Palm Sun-
day crowd treated Jesus 
like a political messiah, 
waving palms and shout-
ing "Hosanna." They 
wanted liberation from 
Rome, not forgiveness of 
sins. Their cheers were real 

but misplaced, based on 
what they wanted Jesus 
to do rather than what He 
truly was. 

We live in a world that 
is obsessed with self-pro-
motion, but Jesus models 
influence through humil-
ity. We often approach 
Jesus with our own agen-
das. We want God to fix 
our problems our way. 

Palm Sunday reminds us 
we have to surrender our 
expectations and accept 
salvation on His terms.

Palm Sunday marks 
the beginning of Passion 
Week, which is the most 
important week in all of 
human history. As Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, there 
was a crowd, a celebration, 
but by Thursday, Jesus was 

arrested. By Friday morn-
ing, Jesus was forced to 
carry His cross to the place 
of the skull and was cruci-
fied there with two other 
prisoners.

From John 12:12-13 we 
read the crowds honored 
Jesus by laying clothes 
or palm branches on the 
road. It's not just tradition, 
and not about religious 

souvenirs. Instead, it's 
about genuine commit-
ment and praise. There are 
just two groups of people 
in the crowd: true believ-
ers and those who merely 
profess to believe. Every-
one in the crowd waved 
palms for different rea-
sons, yet Jesus accepted 
their praise, knowing 
their motives were mixed. 

Authentic devotion is what 
Jesus calls us to.

From Verses 14-15, it 
says Jesus came riding 
into Jerusalem on a don-
key. There are some rea-
sons for that. It fulfilled 
the prophecy of Zachariah 
9:9. The donkey was sym-
bolic of humility: an ani-

See BAPTIST, 14A


