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Oxford’s Monson Takes Three
Firsts at Clearwater

Oxford High School Junior
Brock Monson took Ist
overall, Ist in squat, and |st
in clean at the Clearwater
Powerlifting meet on Mon-
day. Congratulations, Brock!

Courtesy Photo

Legal Notice
(Published in the Belle Plaine
News / Oxford Register on
Thursday March 19, 2026 and
Thursday March 26, 2026)

NOTICE OF HEARING

State of Kansas, Sumner Coun-

ty, ss:
To Whom It May Concern:
TAKE NOTICE, that the Board

of Sumner County Commission-
ers, pursuant to K.S.A. 68-102,

at a regular meeting on the 7th
day of April 2026 will hold a
Public Hearing at 9:30 o’clock
A .M. concerning the vacating of
the following described road:

That portion of W. 140th St S
(originally platted as Road No.
301), beginning at the North-
east corner of the West Half of
the Northwest Quarter of the
Northwest Quarter (W/2-NW/4-
NW/4) of Section 21, thence
running West along the section
line between Sections 21 and
16, Township 34 South, Range
2 West of the 6th P.M., (Falls
Township), Sumner County,
Kansas to the Northwest corner
of said Northwest Quarter. Said
section line being the North
boundary line of Section 21 and
the center line of said road hav-
ing a right of way of 50 feet.

ALL PERSONS desiring not to
vacate said road and can show
cause, have need to be present.

Debra A. Norris, Sumner Coun-

ty Clerk
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®  BEAWARE.

Know your water and wastewater service providers.

BE PREPARED.

Store at least 3 gallons of water per family member.

SHOW YOU CARE.

Support water system upgrades.
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Legislature approves plan for answering
lawyer shortage in rural Kansas

Kansas lawmakers have ap-
proved a plan designed to ad-
dress a growing shortage of
attorneys in rural areas, send-
ing the measure to Laura Kelly
for final consideration.

The bill passed the House
I 19-3 on Tuesday and cleared
the Senate earlier on a 34-6
vote. It creates financial incen-
tives aimed at encouraging
both law students and practic-
ing attorneys to work in
sparsely populated regions of
the state.

Under the proposal, law stu-
dents could receive a $3,000
annual stipend for up to three
years to help cover tuition,
books, and other expenses. In
exchange, recipients must
begin practicing law in rural
Kansas within 90 days of being
admitted to the bar and com-
mit to working in those com-
munities for each year they
receive funding.

The bill also establishes a
loan repayment program for
attorneys already carrying stu-
dent debt. Eligible attorneys
could receive up to $20,000
per year, with a lifetime cap of
$100,000, in exchange for
practicing in a rural community
for at least one year per year
of assistance.

Lawmakers have proposed
approximately $600,000 in the
state budget to fund the initia-
tive, though that funding is still
awaiting final approval.

“It’s a great day for rural
Kansas and under-served
areas,” said Ken Rahjes, a Re-
publican from Agra who helped
guide the bill through the
House.*“Any Kansan regardless
of where you live should be
able to have counsel.You
shouldn’t have to drive hours
to have that.”

The legislation comes in re-
sponse to a 2024 judicial task
force report that warned the
state’s attorney shortage is ap-
proaching crisis levels. Accord-
ing to the report, more than
40% of Kansas counties have
one or fewer attorneys per
1,000 residents, and some

counties have none at all.

At the time of the report, 47
of the state’s 105 counties fell
into that category.Two coun-
ties — Wichita and Hodgeman
— had no attorneys, while 16
counties had three or fewer
and more than half had 10 or
fewer practicing attorneys.

The report also highlighted
an uneven distribution of legal
professionals.While Kansas has
more than | 1,000 active attor-
neys, about 79% are located in
urban counties, leaving only
about 21% serving rural areas.
In fact, the report found more
attorneys work in Kansas City
than in all of rural Kansas com-
bined.

Judicial leaders say the short-
age impacts a wide range of
legal needs, from criminal de-
fense and child custody cases
to business and civil disputes.

“The Legislature’s action on
this bill reflects an awareness
of how serious the attorney
shortage is and its impact on
our rural communities,” said
K.J.Wall.

Wall noted that student debt
remains one of the biggest bar-
riers to practicing in rural
areas, where salaries can be
less competitive.

“The loan repayment pro-
gram addresses one of the
biggest struggles for law school
students and experienced at-
torneys, which is education
debt,” he said.

Rising education costs have

made the issue more pro-
nounced. According to the
task force report, attorneys
who graduated before 1980
reported average law school
debt of about $9,000. For
those graduating after 2011,
that figure has climbed to
more than $98,000, with total
educational debt averaging
over $124,000.

Kansas Supreme Court
Chief Justice Eric Rosen also
warned lawmakers earlier this
year about the consequences
of inaction.

“We currently have counties
in Kansas with no attorneys,”
Rosen said.“And, in other
counties, attorneys are serving
as city or county attorneys,
prosecutors or judges —
meaning they are not taking on
any additional casework.”

The bill also creates the Law
Student Training and Stipend
Program for Rural Kansas,
which would be administered
by the Kansas Department of
Commerce in coordination
with Washburn University and
the University of Kansas law
schools. Preference would be
given to Kansas residents.

Participants who fail to meet
their service commitments
would be required to repay
the funds and could face addi-
tional penalties.

If signed into law, the pro-
gram could begin as early as
this fall and is currently set to
run through July 1,2031.
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BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Ken Gooch

415 E. 4th

Belle Plaine, KS 67013
620-488-3350 (Call or Text)

KenGooch@Shelterlnsurance.com

SHELTER
INSURANCE

AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE

ShelterInsurance.com

FOR SALE

Place your 25-word classified in
the Kansas Press Association
and 135 more newspapers for
only $300/ week. Find employ-
ees, sell your home or your car.
Call the Kansas Press Associa-
tion @ 785-271-5304 today!

MISC.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS-IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash offer: 1-
913-365-1969

MISC.

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES
316-215-1359

CATHY SHEETS MANAGING BROKER
KSREALESTATESALES.COM

PENFED
REALTY

Special - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-
0668

WESTFALL
MINI-STORAGE

5x10,10x 10,10 x 20, 10 x 30
Plus Outside Storage for RVs, Cars, Etc.
Under Big Water Tower,

North Edge of Mulvane
Off Rock Road

Call 777-1273

(If no answer, 777-1017)

SCAM
ALERT!

Do NOT open or
click links!

» KDOT does not collect
tolls or request payment
via text message

REPORT IT.
DELETE IT.

https://sevenweekscoffee.com/?ref=flsonline

SCAN ME

——

SEVEN WEEKS

COFFEE

A PRO-LIFE COFFEE MOVEMENT

Specialty Grade
Pesticide Free

Single Origin

The Belle Plaine News and
The Oxford Register

PO Box 128 ¢ Belle Plaine, KS 67013
Phone: 620-488-2234 or 620-399-6663

E-mail: NewsBellePlaine@gmail.com
Subseribe to the e-edition at BellePlaineNews.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

These brands only! Call for a
quote: 1-866-481-0636.

MISC.

MISC.

We Buy Vintage Guitars! Look-
ing for 1920-1980 Gibson, Mar-
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie ~ State, D’Angelico,
Stromberg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote: 1-833-
641-6990

MISC.

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END
MEN'S SPORT WATCHES.
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR???
DONATE IT TO PATRIOTIC
HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All
50 States. Patriotic Hearts’ pro-
grams help veterans find work
or start their own business. Call
24/7: 1-877-560-5087

MISC.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-866-481-0747

MISC.

Now: 1-888-920-1883

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A recent
study shows that a majority of
people struggle to pay for health
coverage. Let us show you how
much you can save. Call Now
for a no-obligation quote: 1-888-
519-3376 You will need to have
your zip code to connect to the
right provider.

MISC

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many in-
jured parties are entitled to cash
settlements in the $10,000’s.
Get a free evaluation to see
what your case is really worth.
100% Free Evaluation. Call

MISC

Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind their
work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-877-
589-0093 Have zip code of
property ready when calling!

MISC

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect your
family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-586-6688.

MISC

NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty
rooms? Chipped or damaged
frames? Need outside noise re-
duction? New, energy efficient
windows may be the answer!
Call for a consultation & FREE
quote today. 1-866-766-5558
You will need to have your zip
code to connect to the right
provider.




