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Over 30 dead after earthquake hits southern Philippines

DPA CORRESPONDENTS
dpa
(TNS)

MANILA, Philippines —
At least 32 people were
killed when a powerful
earthquake struck the
southern Philippines on
Monday, prompting tsu-
nami warnings across
parts of the region which
were lifted again a few
hours later.

The quake struck at
7:37 am (2337 GMT on
Sunday) and registered
a magnitude of 7.8, ac-
cording to the Philippine
Institute of Volcanolo-
gy and Seismology (Phi-
volcs).

The tremor’s epicentre
was located south-west
of Maasim town in Sa-
rangani province, on the
southern island of Mind-
anao, Phivolcs said.

Twelve people remain
missing and a total of
134 were injured, ac-
cording to official figures.

Seventeen people were
killed in Sarangani prov-

ince, including 13 in a
landslide in Glan town,
according to Rene Pun-
zalan, a provincial disas-
ter relief officer.

Another four people
were killed in Malapatan
town, he said.

Ten fatalities were re-
ported in General San-
tos City, which is home
to some 70,000 and was
particularly affected by
the quake, according to
civil defence and disaster
officials.

Another three people
were killed in Davao Oc-
cidental province and two
in Tupi town in South
Cotabato province, ac-
cording to the national
disaster agency.

The tremor was also
felt in parts of Indonesia,
particularly on the island
of Sulawesi, where a tsu-
nami warning was also
issued. Japan likewise

warned parts of its Pa-
cific coastline of possible
waves.

The US Geological Sur-
vey (USGS), which had
initially put the quake’s
magnitude at 8.2, but
later also revised it down
to 7.8, lifted its tsunami
warning later on Mon-
day.

According to the USGS,
the quake struck at a rel-
atively shallow depth of
55 kilometres.

The USGS also re-
ported numerous after-
shocks.

The agency had previ-
ously warned that waves
of up to 3 metres could
occur along some coastal
areas.

The Philippine’s Phi-
volcs has since also lift-
ed its tsunami warning,
after reporting strong
waves of up to 1.5 metres
in six coastal areas.

In eastern parts of In-

donesia, the Meteorology,
Climatology, and Geo-
physical Agency (BMKG)
recorded small tsunami
waves at several moni-
toring stations. However,
the sea level rose only
slightly in this area, the
agency said, also lifting
its tsunami warning.

Meanwhile, the extent
of the damage in the re-
gion remains unclear.

Videos circulating on
social media showed sev-
eral buildings collapsing
or partially collapsing in
the Philippine’s Mindan-
ao region.

Electricity and tele-
communications services
were disrupted in affect-
ed areas, the Philippine’s
disaster agency said.

School classes were
cancelled, while work in
government and private
offices was also suspend-
ed.

The earthquake struck

* Traffic stop
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* 21-5705(a)(1)(d)(1)(C) — Distribution of
certain stimulants, 100 grams to less than
1 kilogram

* 21-5709(b)(2)(e)(3) — Use/Possess with
intent to use drug paraphernalia into the
human body

* 8-1528 — Failure to yield at a stop or
yield sign

Hester was booked on the following
charges:

* 21-5705(a)(1)(d)(1)(C) — Distribution of
certain stimulants, 100 grams to less than

1 kilogram

* 21-5709(b)(2)(e)(3) — Use/Possess with
intent to use drug paraphernalia into the
human body

Sheriff Ron Wade said of the situation:
“This is another example of the dedication
and proactive work being done by our dep-
uties to keep dangerous drugs out of Mont-
gomery County. Seizing more than two
pounds of methamphetamine, which could
have been distributed as several thousand
individual doses, has a significant impact
on the safety of our communities. We are
proud of the continued hard work of our
deputies, detectives and K9 teams.”

All suspects are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of law.

- New facility
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also plans to raise funds for a new trans-
port ambulance, which will be used to
ship stabilized patients to regional med-
ical centers for advanced levels of care,
said Amy Taylor, CRMC Foundation di-
rector. The estimated cost to acquire a
transport vehicle is about $210,000. The
reason CRMC is seeking a transport-only
vehicle is because the EMS department
transfers about 325 patients a year to
regional hospitals. A dedicated trans-
port vehicle would reduce the amount of
miles and maintenance that have accu-
mulated on other advanced-level ambu-
lance vehicles at CRMC.

CRMC’s ambulance area encompass-
es 434 square miles in southern Kansas
and northeastern Oklahoma.

In 2025, the EMS department re-
sponded to 2,646 emergency calls in the
CRMC EMS service area.

NEW LEADER

A familiar face has taken the helm of
leadership within the EMS department.
With the recent retirement of EMS direc-
tor Jim Wilhelms, Casey Goff, who has
been with CRMC since 2009, has taken
over the top administrative position of
the department. Goff has most recent-
ly served as paramedic supervisor and
EMS training officer. He holds an asso-
ciate of applied science degree in para-
medicine from Coffeyville Community
College and maintains numerous ad-
vanced certifications, including Critical
Care Paramedic and instructor certifica-
tions in CPR, ACLS, and PALS.

Goff is highly involved in EMS edu-

cation and regional emergency medical
services leadership throughout south-
east Kansas. Goff had ample mentorship
through Wilhelms’ tenure at CRMC. Wil-
helms retired after having been a para-
medic for 36 years.

EMS STATION PLANS

In mid-2026, Coffeyville Regional
Medical Center is continuing its plans
to build a new 5,500 square feet EMS
facility immediately west of the CRMC
main entrance. Plans for a $2.7 million
station were announced in fall 2025.
Construction is expected to begin later
in 2026 once New Market tax credits are
finalized through a local finance lend-
er. Besides utilizing tax credits, CRMC
Foundation will leverage grants and pri-
vate donations in the funding mix. The
CRMC Foundation will roll out a capi-
tal campaign in the fall months to raise
money for the new facility.

The new EMS station will replace the
department’s current quarters, now lo-
cated on the east side of the CRMC fa-
cility. The current station does not have
bays long enough to hold the newest am-
bulance or future vehicles. Additionally,
the current quarters, which were con-
structed in the late 1970s, do not have
assigned areas for men and women em-
ployees.

“A new facility will improve the long-
term care and quality of vehicles and
medical equipment, as well as increase
employee morale,” Taylor said. “In an
emergency situation, a patient expects
the very best of life-saving equipment,
vehicles and employees to render the
aid.

The construction of a new EMS sta-
tion is part of CRMC’s overall effort to
create a more efficient, safe and modern
healthcare environment, Taylor said.

Responders conduct a rescue operation at a collapsed building after a 7.8 magnitude
earthquake in General Santos City on June 8, 2026. A 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck the
southern Philippines on June 8, killing at least 15 people, collapsing buildings and sparking
tsunami warnings across the region.(Ferdinandh Cabrera/AFP/Getty Images/TNS)

on the first day of the
school year, during
flag-raising ceremonies
at schools and govern-
ment offices, meaning
many students, teachers
and staff were already
outside buildings.

Elene Marie Jane Gam-
boa, principal of Matanao
National High School in
Davao del Sur province,
said one of the school
buildings collapsed.

“Thank God we were
having our flag-raising
ceremony and every-
one was outside,” she
told Manila radio station
DZMM.

Philippine = President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr im-
mediately ordered relief
and protective measures
and called on the popula-
tion to follow the instruc-
tions of the authorities.

Mindanao region lies
on the Pacific Ring of
Fire, a belt of intense tec-
tonic activity encircling
the Pacific Ocean, where
earthquakes and volca-
nic eruptions occur with
particular frequency.
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Deadlines for Classified Ads
Line Ads:
11:00am Monday
for Wednesday’s edition
11:00am Thursday
for Saturday’s edition

Display Ads:
11:00am Friday for
Wednesday’s edition
11:00am Wednesday
for Saturday’s edition

The Coffeyville Journal does not
guarantee the financial responsibil-
ity of any firm or individual in con-
nection with as appearing under the
“Business Opportunities” or other
classifications and requiring a cash
investment. Readers are urged to
make personal investigations of all
such acts.

182 Property

For Rent

Fully Furnished Apartment
for rent in Nowata, OK . All
details can be found under
the following link (copy/
paste to your browser),
any inquiries can be made
through Furnished Finder

200 Public Notice

(First published in The Coffeyville Journal
on Junel0)

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance to K.S.A. 72-6214 and K.S.A.
1999 Supp. 72-963, Tri-County Special Edu-
cation Interlocal #607 is informing those
individuals and/or their legal guardians of
its intent to destroy non-essential student re-
cords for those individuals who participated
in Tri-County services with a date of birth in
2000.

If you are an individual who participated in
Tri-County services during this time (and/
or are their legal guardian) and wish copies
of any or all of these records prior to their
destruction, please contact the Tri-County
central office at 620-331-6303 or submit a
written request to:

Tri-County Special Education
Interlocal #607

P.O. Box 668

Independence, Kansas 67301

There will be a charge for postage for those
records mailed. This must be prepaid in ad-
vance. Letters or contacts for records must be
received prior to July 3, 2026.

June 10,1724 July 1, 2026

at the same link. $950/
mo all bills paid. https://
www.furnishedfinder.com/
property/982367_1?move
Date=%7B”in”%3A”2026-
06-06"%7D&budget=%7
B%7D&filters=%7B%7D

JUN13

Standard Motor Products, Inc

Standard Motor Products-Independence, KS is
recruiting for an Engineering Technician. This is a
salaried non-exempt position. Successful candidate
should possess a degree in an electronic field and/
or 3-5 years experience in troubleshooting and PLC
programming electronics. Experience with basic
electrical/electronic test equipment to maintain/
repair production equipment and test systems will be
required, as will a strong knowledge of pneumatics
controls. VB, Cadence, |A and Motorman robotics
experience a plus. Normal hours are M-TH
6:00am-4:30pm, with frequent Friday and

some Saturday overtime.

Qualified candidates should submit a resume by

Monday, June 15, 2026 to:
Standard Motor Products
Human Resources

Engineering
Technician

3733 CR 4475 « PO Box 788 * Independence, KS 67301
Fax: 620-332-1105 ¢ Email: IndSMPJobs@smpcorp.com
We are an equal opportunity employer.

- U.S. mortgage rates
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through 2034.

Financing the deficit requires the
U.S. Treasury to issue large amounts
of debt by selling Treasury bonds and
other securities. When the supply
of government bonds increases, in-
vestors may require higher yields to
absorb that additional supply. And
because Treasury yields serve as a
benchmark for many different types of
borrowing costs throughout the econ-
omy, mortgage rates often move with
them. In particular, mortgage rates
tend to track the yield on the 10-year
U.S. Treasury note much more closely
than they track the federal funds rate.

WHAT ELSE AFFECTS MORTGAGE
RATES?

Adding another layer of complexity
are mortgage-backed securities, which
are made up of bundled loans that are
sold to investors rather than remain-
ing on a lender’s balance sheet. In-
vestors who own these securities face
risks that Treasury bond investors do
not. Chief among them is the right to
refinance: Homeowners can refinance
when rates fall, pay the loan down
more quickly than required by the
mortgage contract, or move unexpect-
edly and completely repay loans early.

So investors generally demand a
premium above Treasury yields when
buying mortgage-backed securities to
compensate for this prepayment risk.
Otherwise, they would be stuck with a
return lower than they initially expect-
ed when they bought that loan.

Since mortgage rates are high, the
general expectation is that many
homeowners will refinance at lower
rates once they can. That means the
refinance risk is greater than usual
— and it has kept the difference, or
spread, between 10-year Treasuries
and mortgage rates elevated compared
to historical norms, according to the
Urban Institute’s Housing Finance
Policy Center.

In short, even if Treasury yields re-
main stable, a larger mortgage spread
could keep mortgage rates higher than
borrowers might expect. This helps ex-
plain why mortgage rates don’t always
move in the same direction as Fed

policy, and why mortgage rates have
stayed high even after the Fed started
lowering short-term interest rates in
2024.

WHY IT HELPS TO TAKE THE LONG
VIEW

Last, there’s an important historical
perspective that’s often missing from
discussions about today’s mortgage
market.

Many Americans compare current
mortgage rates with the extraordi-
narily low rates available during 2020
and 2021, when some borrowers se-
cured 30-year mortgages at rates that
were below 3%. Those were among the
lowest mortgage rates ever recorded
in the United States — the exception
rather than the rule — and a result of
the Fed’s emergency measures to steer
the economy out of recession.

In fact, throughout much of the
1990s and early 2000s, mortgage
rates frequently ranged between 6%
and 8%. Viewed through that lens, to-
day’s rates are far less unusual than
many Americans would think.

Mortgages have been around more
than two millenia, surviving empires,
kingdoms, depressions, wars, finan-
cial crises and technological revo-
lutions. The details have changed
dramatically, but the underlying eco-
nomics have not: Lenders have always
demanded compensation for inflation
risk, uncertainty and the time value of
money.

That’s why mortgage rates aren’t de-
termined solely by the Fed but by mil-
lions of investors making judgments
about the future. And at the moment,
those investors remain cautious.

This article is republished from The
Conversation under a Creative Com-
mons license. Read the original article.

[Michael J. Highfield is the provost
and executive vice president at Mis-
sissippi College and vice president for
curriculum at the Graduate School of
Banking at LSU. Through its opinion
section, Kansas Reflector works to am-
plify the voices of people who are af-
fected by public policies or excluded
from public debate. |



