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Iran fires missiles at Israel as Trump defends ceasefire

BY SHERIF TAREK, GALIT ALTSTEIN
AND ELTAF NAJAFIZADA
Bloomberg News

(TNS)

Iran fired several rounds of missiles
toward Israel as President Donald
Trump pushed to preserve a faltering
ceasefire in the U.S.’s 100-day conflict
with Tehran.

The Israel Defense Forces said late
Sunday that it had identified and in-
tercepted missiles fired from Iran,
adding that emergency services re-
ported no casualties.

Mohsen Rezaee, a military adviser to
Iran’s supreme leader, told the semi-
official Iranian Students’ News Agency
that the missile launch toward Israel
was a “warning to cease their hostile
actions” in Lebanon.

The latest attack follows hard on
the heels of an escalation between
Israel and Hezbollah. Early Sunday,
the Lebanese militia attacked targets
in northern areas of the Jewish state,
whose army responded with a strike
in Beirut’s southern suburbs killing
two and injuring 11. At the same time,
the U.S. and Iran appear to be making
little progress toward an interim deal
to end the war.

Trump told Fox News after the at-
tack that he still wants a negotiated
solution as he urged Iran to resume
negotiations. “You shot your missiles,”
he was quoted as saying. “That’s
enough.”

Trump also criticized Israel for its

Beirut strikes on Sunday.

In a phone call with Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu on Sunday, Trump told the
[sraeli leader not to retaliate against
Iran’s missile attack and to allow more
time for diplomacy, Axios reported,
citing a senior U.S. official and an
[sraeli source familiar with details of
the call. Netanyahu pushed back but
ultimately “pseudo agreed” to stand
down, Axios reported, citing the U.S.
official.

Separately, the U.S. president told
the Financial Times that his Israeli
counterpart would have to accept any
deal the U.S. strikes with Iran. “I call
the shots. I call all the shots,” he said.
Netanyahu “doesn’t call the shots.”

The past week saw the worst flare-
up in tensions since the truce started
around April 8. Negotiations between
Washington and Tehran are bogged
down over the fate of billions of dollars
of frozen Iranian assets and a paral-
lel conflict between Israel and Iran-
backed Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Oil jumped after Iran launched the
missile barrage, with Brent crude ris-
ing 2.6% to $95.60 a barrel. The U.S.
dollar, the haven of choice since the
Middle East conflict began, gained
against all of its Group-of-10 peers.

Hezbollah last week rejected a U.S.-
brokered ceasefire between Israel and
Lebanon announced by the State De-
partment just hours before. Iran has
demanded a ceasefire in Lebanon be-
fore an accord can be reached with the
U.S.

In Washington, Trump’s team is
floating a plan to steer Iranian assets
frozen in the U.S. toward helping Per-
sian Gulf allies rebuild from damage
inflicted by the Islamic Republic.

Trump said in an interview broad-
cast Sunday that he would not un-
freeze any Iranian assets or lift any
sanctions against Iran as part of an
initial deal.

“If they behave, if they do a good job,
we start talking” about releasing the
assets, Trump told Kristen Welker in
the interview taped Friday for NBC’s
Meet the Press.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ka-
zem Gharibabadi poured cold water
on the idea, saying in a post on X
that his country’s assets “are neither
Washington’s war spoils nor a fund for
paying its allies.” He also noted that
Iran is still demanding “full compen-
sation” for its own damages from the
war Israel and the U.S. started on Feb.
28.

The dispute risks derailing the dis-
cussions on a truce extension, reopen-
ing the Strait of Hormuz and future
talks over Iran’s nuclear program.

HERE’S MORE ON THE WAR:
e Jsrael said it canceled school
across the country for Monday.
¢ Several rockets breached Jordani-
an airspace Sunday evening following
a “renewed escalation” in the region,
Minister of Government Communi-
cation Mohammad Momani said in a
post on X.

BLOOMBERG NEWS
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Chinese President Xi Jinping is head-
ing to North Korea in a likely bid to reas-
sert Beijing’s influence over an embold-
ened Kim Jong Un, a neighbor with a
rapidly expanding nuclear arsenal and
deepening alliance with Russia.

The two-day visit that begins Monday
marks Xi’s first to Pyongyang in seven
years, and comes just weeks after he
hosted President Donald Trump and
Russia’s Vladimir Putin in Beijing for
high-profile summits in quick succes-
sion.

Xi’s trip underscores his efforts to
remind the world — and Kim — that
Beijing remains Pyongyang’s most im-
portant political patron and economic
lifeline — even as North Korea’s defense
partnership with Russia has provided
new diplomatic leverage and room for
maneuver.

Xi’s outreach will showcase his argu-
ment that China serves as a stabilizing
force capable of engaging with all sides
at a time when geopolitical fault lines
are gapping wider across the world. By
contrast, Trump has been alienating al-
lies and roiling global markets with his
war on Iran and by raising trade barri-
ers.

South Korea and the U.S. will be
watching Xi’s trip for any sign China is
shifting its long-held stance on a nucle-
ar-free Korean Peninsula. On his last
visit to North Korea in 2019, Xi told Kim
he was “dedicated” to that goal, and said
the world wanted Pyongyang to make
progress in nuclear talks with the U.S.

“Prioritizing improved relations with
Pyongyang to preserve and expand Chi-
na’s influence over North Korea” is now
more important to Xi than pushing the
nuclear issue, said Tong Zhao, a senior
fellow in the Nuclear Policy Program at
the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace.

Much has changed since Xi's last
visit. Kim has accelerated his pursuit

of atomic weapons, days ago unveiling
what appeared to be a new uranium en-
richment facility and touting a doubling
of nuclear production capacity. The U.S.
and Israeli war on Iran has likely only
deepened Kim’s conviction that possess-
ing a fully operational nuclear arsenal is
essential to regime survival.

Speculation has been growing that
Beijing has tacitly accepted North Korea
as a de facto nuclear power. When Kim
visited Xi in Beijing last September, offi-
cial readouts made no mention of denu-
clearization — a striking departure from
previous summit statements. China’s
latest white paper on non-proliferation
also skipped stating “denuclearization”
as a goal for the peninsula.

As Xi travels to Pyongyang, South
Korean President Lee Jae Myung is ex-
pected to mark his first year in office
by showcasing his own foreign policy
achievements. Lee has avoided Trump’s
ire, kept relations with Japan from veer-
ing off track and even improved ties
with China. North Korea remains a sore
point, with Lee’s calls for engagement
rejected by the Kim regime.

Xi’s decision to make Pyongyang his
first foreign destination of the year high-
lights the importance Beijing attaches
to its only military ally. The last time Xi
visited, he brought his wife Peng Liyuan,
took an open-top ride with Kim through
crowd-lined streets of Pyongyang and
attended an elaborate celebration mark-
ing 70 years of diplomatic ties between
the two Communist regimes.

Ties cooled during the pandemic,
when North Korea’s self-imposed iso-
lation choked trade with China, while
growing ties with Moscow complicated
the picture. Relations began warming
after Kim — and Putin — visited Beijing
on the sidelines of a military parade last
year. The two neighbors recently re-
started train and plane services between
their capitals.

For Kim, who has hosted a flurry of
high-level visits this year, rolling out the
red carpet for the leader of the world’s
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second-largest economy further bur-
nishes his image as a global statesman.
Observers will also watch whether Kim
— the son and grandson of North Ko-
rea’s only other rulers — will bring his
teenage daughter to the high-profile
event, adding to recent public appear-
ances alongside her father.
RUSSIAN PARTNERSHIP

For decades, Beijing was Pyongyang’s
closest economic partner and sole for-
mal security ally. But in 2024, North
Korea and Russia signed a comprehen-
sive partnership agreement that includ-
ed a mutual commitment of military as-
sistance in times of war.

Putin-Kim bonhomie was in plentiful
display during the Russian leader’s vis-
it to North Korea that year, as the duo
popped up together in a Russian-made
limousine — inviting comparisons with
whatever imagery emerges from Xi’s
visit.

Going beyond personal vibes, North
Korea also dispatched troops to help
Russia with its war on Ukraine, likely
gaining access to military technology
and economic help in return. Supplying
weapons and personnel to Russia has

iven Kim a windfall worth as much as
%14 billion, according to a recent study.

Russia’s battlefield momentum stalled
this year, with Moscow’s weakening po-
sition potentially a factor in Kim’s deci-
sion to invite Xi, analysts said. Histori-
cally, North Korea’s strategy has been to
balance ties between China and Russia
to extract benefits from both.

A backdrop of deepening military ties
among Asia Pacific allies of the U.S. —
including Japan, the Philippines and
Australia — could also be sparking de-
sire in Beijing and Pyongyang to boost
bilateral engagement.

Any explicit move by Xi to declare
North Korea’s right to have nuclear
weapons would mark a major break-
through for Pyongyang. Leaders across
the region will be watching for any such
departure from a longstanding Chinese
position.

What’s going on at your local library

BY BREA SANFORD
brea@indydailyreporter.com

Looking for something fun to do
this week? Here’s a look at what
your local libraries are hosting:

(Please note these functions are
prone to change if the weather
prevents the libraries from open-

ing.)
INDEPENDENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Tuesday, June 9

* Storytime- 10:30 a.m.

* Lore at the Library: Vikings-
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 10

* Exercise- 10:30 a.m.

* Diversity Task Force Movie:
Hachi- 2:00 p.m.

* Teen D&D Club- 5:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 11

* Friend’s Meeting at Ane Mae’s-
12:00 p.m.

* Youth 3D Design Class- 2:00
p-m.
e Little Green Men- 6:00 p.m.

Friday, June 12

* Qigong- 11:00 a.m.

* Movie- Raising Arizona- 2:00
p.m.

CANEY CITY LIBRARY

Tuesday, June 9

e Summer Reading Program-
Cooking: Dino snacks- 2:30 p.m.

e Short Story Time- 3:45 p.m.

* Parents as Teachers- 5:00
p.m.

Wednesday, June 11

* Cook Book Club- 11:00

* Chair Yoga- 1:00 p.m.

* Senior Programing: Bingo-
2:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 12

* Community Coffee- 8:00 a.m.

Friday, June 13

* Movie- 1:00 p.m.

COFFEYVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Community Reading Challenge

Tuesday, June 9

* Tim Hutchings Lego Master-
2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 10

* Storytime- 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, June 11

* Cookie Excavation- 2:00 p..m.

Friday, June 12

* RPG- 5:00 p.m.
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CLASSIFIED NEW
DEADLINES
Daily-11 a.m. Day Before
Saturday- 3 p.m. Thursday

Minimum Charge- 1 day, up to 15 words,
$8.25

Call the office 620-331-3550 to place your
ad. We accept Visa, MasterCard or Dis-
cover cards, or you can pre-pay for your
ad at our offices at 6th and Chestnut
streets.

The Reporter reserves the right to edit,
classify or reject any ad submitted.

The Independence Daily Reporter does not
accept responsibility for the character of
advertisers requesting its readers to make
cash investments in business ventures.
The Reporter does suggest you check thor-
oughly with your Chamber of Commerce,
credit bureau, or your local banks before
you make investments with concerns you
know little or nothing about.
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Assisted Living

Eagle Estates

Where Your Family
Is Our Family
Enjoy home cooked meals,
housekeeping, laundry,
personal care and
medication assistance.
24 Hour caring staff
RN on call 24/7

Let your family be a part
of our family at
1354 Taylor Road
Independence
620-331-1662

AA MEETINGS; 213 W. Oak;
Independence; Noon Wednes-
day, Saturday & Sunday;
Wednesday at 7pm. Thursday
at 7pm; Sunday at 6pm. Ala-
non meetings; Tuesday at 7p

i TF
===0

104 Notices

CASH PAID for old clothing,
no matter the condition. Farm
clothes, jeans, work-wear,
sweatshirts, t-shirts, military
& more. Have a barn or older
home that may have forgotten
clothing? Give Rymer Reynolds
a call, 479-721-6172. JUN12

151 Services

LOWRY CONSTRUCTION,
new construction, room addi-
tions, steel buildings, remodel-
ing, roofing, insurance claims.

Locally owned since 2001,
We do it all, 620-330-1943.
TF

JESSE'S LAWN Service, mow-

ing, cleaning, trimming. Free

estimates. Call 620-779-3897.
TF

ALWAYS A great gift idea; au-
tomatic garage doors, Indepen-
dence Overhead Doors, Inc., 115

W. Main, Independence, 620-
331-2445. TF
182 Property

For Rent

CLIMATE CONTROL storage,
available, Witwer Storage, 1691
CR 4325, Coffeyville, 620-251-

8542, TF
DEVORE STORAGE, secured
perimeter, reasonable rates,

easy access, 216 Cement, 620-

331-8407, 620-926-0197, sizes
available. TF
200 Public

Notice

(First published in the Independence
Daily Reporter June 9, 2026)
PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance to K.S.A. 72-6214 and
K.S.A. 1999 Supp. 72-963, Tri-County
Special Education Interlocal #607 is
informing those individuals and/or
their legal guardians of its intent to
destroy non-essential student records
for those individuals who participated
in Tri-County services with a date of
birth in 2000.
If&/ou are an individual who participat-
ed in Tri-County services during this
time (and/or are their legal ?uardian)
and wish copies of any or all of these
records prior to their destruction,
please contact the Tri-County central
office at 620-331-6303 or submit a
written request to:
Tri-County Special Education Interlo-
cal #607
P.O. Box 668
Independence, Kansas 67301
There will be a charge for postage for
those records mailed. This must be
prepaid in advance. Letters or con-
tacts for records must be received
prior to July 3, 2026.

June 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026
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Subscribe to
Local News TODAY!

320 N. 6th St.
Independence, KS

620-331-3550

SIVIP

Standard Motor Products, Inc

Standard Motor Products-Independence, KS is
recruiting for an Engineering Technician. This is a
salaried non-exempt position. Successful candidate
should possess a degree in an electronic field and/
or 3-5 years experience in troubleshooting and PLC
programming electronics. Experience with basic
electrical/electronic test equipment to maintain/
repair production equipment and test systems will be
required, as will a strong knowledge of pneumatics
controls. VB, Cadence, |A and Motorman robotics
experience a plus. Normal hours are M-TH
6:00am-4:30pm, with frequent Friday and
some Saturday overtime.

Engineering

Technician

Qualified candidates should submit a resume by
Monday, June 15, 2026 to:
Standard Motor Products
Human Resources

3733 CR 4475 » PO Box 788 * Independence, KS 67301
Fax: 620-332-1105 ¢ Email: IndSMPJobs@smpcorp.com
We are an equal opportunity employer.




