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Instead of Property Tax, Try Land Value Taxes
By Bob Morris, Managing Editor
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Kingman County Friends and Neigh-
bors,

During the March 2 County Com-
mission meeting, Commissioner Thi-
mesch accused me of telling someone 
that he has signed industrial solar leases 
on his property. I have not.

When I asked to respond to the ac-
cusation, Commissioner Thimesch said 
“No. You had public comment, you 
didn’t want to respond. If you wanted 
to respond, you should have brought it 
up in public comment.”  

Of course, public comment was al-
ready closed before his accusation. 

Leveling the accusation after he and 
I had discussed this multiple times in 
recent days where I told him that I have 
never said he has industrial solar leases 
signed, because there are none recorded 
with the Register of Deeds at this time 
for his land without allowing me to cor-
rect his falsehood seems typical. 

What I have said is, there are indus-
trial solar leases signed and recorded 
a mile north of his property...because 
I have copies of the memorandums of 
lease that are recorded with the King-

man County Register of Deeds to doc-
ument it.

Not allowing my response is an in-
teresting tactic...so I have reserved time 
to have a discussion about this at the 
March 9 County Commission meeting, 
where I will not be silenced or bullied 
during my reserved time.

He made an accusation earlier in the 
meeting about a slide from the Indus-
trial Solar Regulations Townhall I held 
over the weekend to discuss the pro-
posed regulations. He claimed the slide 
accused commissioners of bullying the 
planning administrator into rushing the 
regulations through. 

Below is what the slide said and was 
from my formal complaint filed to force 
the required public hearing:

“January 29, 2026 - when I emailed 
Ms. Stucky asking when the public 
hearing date was set for, she replied on 
January 29, 2026 with ‘I have deter-
mined that we met all requirements to 
take our recommendations to the Board 
of County Commissioners, in regard to 
the solar regulations.’” 

I have suspicions that Ms. Stucky is 

being bullied to rush these through be-
cause she clearly was aware of the pro-
cess in the December 22, 2025 King-
man BOCC meeting and knew that a 
public hearing was required.

That slide was preceded by and in re-
sponse to the slide that said:

“In my recording of the December 
22, 2025 Kingman Board of County 
Commissioners meeting...approxi-
mately 40 minutes in. Commissioner 
Thimesch comments ‘the open meet-
ings will come later anyway.’ Planning 
and Zoning Administrator Stucky says 
‘we have to get them written and then 
we’ll have an open meeting for the pub-
lic to voice their concerns’ speaking 
about the solar regulations.”

 I find it interesting that Commission-
er Thimesch accused me of wrongdo-
ing and disallowed my response, yet 
was not questioning why we suddenly 
were not going to hold a public hearing 
about the proposed industrial solar reg-
ulations after he literally said “the open 
meetings will come later.”

Dale Enyart,
Kingman

It’s no secret that people 
are concerned about rising 
property taxes. Despite mul-
tiple attempts by the Kansas 
Legislature to address prop-
erty taxes, nothing seems to 
have had the effect of ad-
dressing resident concerns.

The latest attempt happen-
ing in the legislature is to cap 
any property valuation to no 
more than 3 percent unless 
there is new construction or 
improvements to a property. 
I can already see one prob-
lem that will arise — what 
happens if people decide 
they just won’t improve their 
properties so they can mini-
mize any valuation increase 
and, thus, minimize a poten-
tial tax increase.

I’m not going to say that 
governments are all doing 

the best job they can with 
how they are setting their 
budgets and their mill levies. 
However, my belief is that 
our legislators are misdiag-
nosing the problem.

The more I have looked at 
the way property tax works, 
the more I am convinced that 
the way it works is the real 
problem. Let’s look at that 
issue.

Property tax is designed 
so that it taxes both the land 
the improvements made to it. 
However, while land tends to 
be stable in terms of value, 
improvements are volatile. 
Land is stable in value be-
cause you can’t create more 
of it, but improvements can 
be built or torn down, mean-
ing there is control over that 
aspect.

What this means is, as-
suming no change is made to 
the mill levy, if the value of 
improvements on a parcel of 
land rise in value for whatev-
er reason, the property own-
er’s taxes will go up.

And the way cities, coun-
ties and other taxing entities 
determine their budgets is, 
in part, based on the valua-
tion of all property within 
the taxing entity. That allows 
them to set the mill levy as 
appropriate.

However, entities can-
not set a different mill levy 
for each individual property 
owner. That means, despite 
their best efforts, there is 
a chance they could raise 
somebody’s property taxes 
simply because somebody 
made improvements to their 

property that caused the 
value to go up a significant 
amount.

The bottom line is this: 
When you emphasize your 
tax collections on something 
that is volatile in terms of 
value, it’s hard for a person 
to determine exactly how 
much tax to expect to pay 
each year. But if you empha-
size it on something that is 
stable, it is easier to deter-
mine that tax.

This is why if we want to 
address the issue of rising 
property taxes, you need 
to change the taxation ap-
proach. And that means 
shifting toward a land value 
tax.

Land value taxes work 


