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OPINION
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Kingman County Friends and Neigh-
bors,

During the March 2 County Com-
mission meeting, Commissioner Thi-
mesch accused me of telling someone
that he has signed industrial solar leases
on his property. I have not.

When I asked to respond to the ac-
cusation, Commissioner Thimesch said
“No. You had public comment, you
didn’t want to respond. If you wanted
to respond, you should have brought it
up in public comment.”

Of course, public comment was al-
ready closed before his accusation.

Leveling the accusation after he and
I had discussed this multiple times in
recent days where I told him that [ have
never said he has industrial solar leases
signed, because there are none recorded
with the Register of Deeds at this time
for his land without allowing me to cor-
rect his falsehood seems typical.

What I have said is, there are indus-
trial solar leases signed and recorded
a mile north of his property...because
I have copies of the memorandums of
lease that are recorded with the King-

man County Register of Deeds to doc-
ument it.

Not allowing my response is an in-
teresting tactic...so I have reserved time
to have a discussion about this at the
March 9 County Commission meeting,
where I will not be silenced or bullied
during my reserved time.

He made an accusation earlier in the
meeting about a slide from the Indus-
trial Solar Regulations Townhall I held
over the weekend to discuss the pro-
posed regulations. He claimed the slide
accused commissioners of bullying the
planning administrator into rushing the
regulations through.

Below is what the slide said and was
from my formal complaint filed to force
the required public hearing:

“January 29, 2026 - when I emailed
Ms. Stucky asking when the public
hearing date was set for, she replied on
January 29, 2026 with ‘I have deter-
mined that we met all requirements to
take our recommendations to the Board
of County Commissioners, in regard to
the solar regulations.’”

I have suspicions that Ms. Stucky is

being bullied to rush these through be-
cause she clearly was aware of the pro-
cess in the December 22, 2025 King-
man BOCC meeting and knew that a
public hearing was required.

That slide was preceded by and in re-
sponse to the slide that said:

“In my recording of the December
22, 2025 Kingman Board of County
Commissioners meeting...approxi-
mately 40 minutes in. Commissioner
Thimesch comments ‘the open meet-
ings will come later anyway.’ Planning
and Zoning Administrator Stucky says
‘we have to get them written and then
we’ll have an open meeting for the pub-
lic to voice their concerns’ speaking
about the solar regulations.”

I find it interesting that Commission-
er Thimesch accused me of wrongdo-
ing and disallowed my response, yet
was not questioning why we suddenly
were not going to hold a public hearing
about the proposed industrial solar reg-
ulations after he literally said “the open
meetings will come later.”

Dale Enyart,

Kingman

Instead of Property Tax, Try Land Value Taxes

By Bob Morris, Managing Editor

It’s no secret that people
are concerned about rising
property taxes. Despite mul-
tiple attempts by the Kansas
Legislature to address prop-
erty taxes, nothing seems to
have had the effect of ad-
dressing resident concerns.

The latest attempt happen-
ing in the legislature is to cap
any property valuation to no
more than 3 percent unless
there is new construction or
improvements to a property.
I can already see one prob-
lem that will arise — what
happens if people decide
they just won’t improve their
properties so they can mini-
mize any valuation increase
and, thus, minimize a poten-
tial tax increase.

I’m not going to say that
governments are all doing
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the best job they can with
how they are setting their
budgets and their mill levies.
However, my belief is that
our legislators are misdiag-
nosing the problem.

The more I have looked at
the way property tax works,
the more [ am convinced that
the way it works is the real
problem. Let’s look at that
issue.

Property tax is designed
so that it taxes both the land
the improvements made to it.
However, while land tends to
be stable in terms of value,
improvements are volatile.
Land is stable in value be-
cause you can’t create more
of it, but improvements can
be built or torn down, mean-
ing there is control over that
aspect.
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What this means is, as-
suming no change is made to
the mill levy, if the value of
improvements on a parcel of
land rise in value for whatev-
er reason, the property own-
er’s taxes will go up.

And the way cities, coun-
ties and other taxing entities
determine their budgets is,
in part, based on the valua-
tion of all property within
the taxing entity. That allows
them to set the mill levy as
appropriate.

However, entities can-
not set a different mill levy
for each individual property
owner. That means, despite
their best efforts, there is
a chance they could raise
somebody’s property taxes
simply because somebody
made improvements to their
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property that caused the
value to go up a significant
amount.

The bottom line is this:
When you emphasize your
tax collections on something
that is volatile in terms of
value, it’s hard for a person
to determine exactly how
much tax to expect to pay
each year. But if you empha-
size it on something that is
stable, it is easier to deter-
mine that tax.

This is why if we want to
address the issue of rising
property taxes, you need
to change the taxation ap-
proach. And that means
shifting toward a land value
tax.

Land value taxes work

See OPINIONY/ Page 10
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PUZZLE SPONSOR

49 50

56 57

59 60

62 63

CLUES ACROSS

1. Unit of dry measure

5. One who defies authority
8. Social media giant

12. Render holy

14. “Much __ about nothing”
15. Computer manufacturer
16. Creed

18. Immoral act

19. Mountain pass
20. Winged nut
21. Don't know when yet
22. Elected officials
23. Corrupt tendencies
26. Popular adult beverage
30. Made a mistake
31. Morally correct
32. Type of whale
33. Portable conical tent
34. Native people of the Congo

CLUES DOWN

39. More (Spanish)

42. Classroom implements

44. Cognizant of

46. One who tells

47. Free from bondage

49. Thick piece of something

50. Containing two adjacent nitrogen
atoms

51. Removed from the record

56. Legendary singer Turner

57. Broke up the earth

58. Hunting expedition

59. Contributes

60. Unit of work or energy

61. Wreckage on the sea bed

62. Affirmative! (slang)

63. Witness

64. Scrape (Archaic)

1. and flows”

2. Humble request for help

3. A position of leadership

4. Continent

5. Adherent of a particular religion

6. Things that can be eaten

7. Self-governing Netherlands territory
8. Long-tailed crow

29. Men’s fashion accessory
35. American time

36. Sound unit

37.They

38. Soviet Socialist Republic
40. Places to play video games
41. A sudden attack of illness
42. When you hope to arrive

9. Repeated 43. Charges
10. Bluish greens 44. Actress Seyfried
11. Humanities 45. A tributary of the Ohio River

13. Someone who serves in the
armed forces

17. Labor (Spanish)

24. Zero

25. Shared by involving three parties

26. Queens ballplayer

27. Consumed

28. Rest here please

47. Omit when speaking
48. Armored fish

49. Remain

52. From a distance

53. Adventure story

54. Geological times
55. Eat dinner
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NUTRITION WORD SEARCH

AMINO ACIDS, ANTIOXIDANTS, BASAL, BIO-
AVAILABILITY, CALORIES, CARBOHYDRATES,
CELLS, DIETARY, ELECTROLYTES, ENERGY,
ENRICHMENT, FATTY ACIDS, FIBER, FORTIFICA-
TION, GLYCEMIC INDEX, IRON, LIPIDS, MACRO-
NUTRIENTS, METABOLISM, MICRONUTRIENTS,
PROBIOTICS, PROTEIN, SATIETY, VITAMINS

GUESS WHO »

Il am an actress bornmn im Ohio on March 4,
1958. | studied drama at Ohio State
University and made my TV debut in the
series “Alien Nation.” | am best known as
the wife of a sports columnist trying to
Nnavigate living across the street from her
in—laws.
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